Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






^p- 




THE 



PROTESTANT MISSIONS 

VINDICATED 

AOAINST THE 

ASPERSIONS OF THE REV. N. WISEMAN, D.D. 

INVOLVING 

'STj^e Protestant BeKgion. 

BY THE 

REV. JAMES HOUGH, M.A., F.C.P.S. 

PBRPBTUAL CUBATB OP HAM. 8URRKY ; 

LATB CHAPLAIN TO THB BON. BAffT-INDIA COMPANY AT MADRAS ; 

AUTHOR OP A RBPLY TO THB ABBB DUBOIS ON THB 8TATB 

OP CHEISTIANmr IN INDIA. 



The Jesuit— *' has shot his bolts away, 
*< 'Tillf his exhausted quiver yielding none, 
*' He gleans the blunted shafts that have reooiled, 
" And aims them at the shield of Truth again." 

COWPER. TASK. B. 6. 



LONDON: 
R. B. SEELEY AND W. BURNSIDE. 

SOLD BT HATGHABD & SON, PICCADILLY; AND L. & G. SEELEY, 

169, FLEET STREET. 

MDCGCXXXVII. 



7 



^?. 



N. B. Anj/ Pt^U* arw^ Jrom the Sale of this Work to be 
devoted to the Cauee qfEdwsation in India, on the Plan given ia 
Appendiv II. 



LETTER, 



4*0. SfC^ 



The publication of Dr. Wiseman, a portion of which 
is reviewed in the following pages, contains a Course of 
Lectures on the Doctrines and Practices of the Roman 
Church, delivered by him, at the Romish Chapel, Moor*- 
fields, during the Lent of 1836. He announces himself, 
to the British public, as Rector of the Enylish College in 
Rome^ and Professor of Oriental Languages of that city. 
We presume, therefore, that he wishes to be considered 
as sanctioned by the Authorities of his Church to plead 
her cause in England. His Lectures are of a contro-^ 
versial character ; and in two of them, the sixth and 
seventh, he professes to give a lucid and candid ac-^ 
count of Protestant and Catholic Missions. These 
have been noticed; briefly indeed, but sufficiently to 
show that the bitter hostility that has long been main- 
tained against Protestant Missions, in some Periodical 
Publications, in this country, in the interests of the 
Romish Church, has at length assumed a more syste* 
matic and dangerous form*. On reading the two 
Lectures in question, it is difficult to find one assertion, 
touching the general merits of the case, that had not 

* See the Missioxiary Register, Jfin. 1837, PP« 2 — 6. 
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been answered again and again in the very publica- 
tions quoted by the author. He has actually repeated 
all the leading calumnies and misrepresentations of 
former writers on his own side, either without noticing 
the answers of their several respondents, or so distort- 
ing their words as to make them appear to tell in 
favour of his own cause. It would seem to be, therefore, 
a hopeless task to undertake to convince him that he 
has not dealt justly with his opponents. Having on a 
former occasion replied to the Abbe Dubois *, I was re- 
quested, on the first appearance of this publication, 
again to take up the subject ; but, knowing that I had 
already anticipated all that need be said, and that the 
Annual Reports and Monthly Periodicals of difierent 
Missionary Societies contained facts contradicting 
every one of Dr. Wiseman's assertions, I did not think 
it necessary to resume so unpromising a discussion. 
No candid mind, at all acquainted with the present state 
of the Missionary vineyard, can be deceived by the 
misrepresentations with which these Lectures are filled ; 
and the course pursued by their author leaves us little 
reason to hope that conviction can be produced on his 
mind, by the repetition of evidence that he has already 
evaded or distorted. He tells us plainly, that his object 
is to maintain the cause of Rome, with all her preten- 
sions and dogmas ; and he has shown his determination 
to uphold it by every means he can devise, and at all 
hazards. In fact, his method of proceeding betrays, 
throughout, the recklessness of one who is conscious 
that he has embarked on a desperate adventure. 
Deeming it, therefore, useless to endeavour to convince 
him, and those who think and act with him, of their 
errors and infatuation; and concluding that it would 

V* A Reply to the Letters of the Abbe Dubois on the State of Chris- 
lianity in India. Published by Seeleys^ Fleet Street, 1824. — See also 
the able Reply of the Rev. H. Townley to the Abb6*s Letters. 
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be almost trifling with the Protestant eommiinity to 
call their attention to arguments and facts with which 
they are familiar, to prove theirs to be the better cause ; 
I have hitherto hesitated to notice these extraordinary 
Lectures. Life is too short, and our duties are too 
momentous, for any one, conscious of his responsi- 
bilities, to be perpetually pouring water upon sand. 

But it appears that the Romanists are now exulting 
in the silence of Protestants, and confidently asserting 
that we have not attempted to answer Dr. Wiseman, 
because conscious that his Lectures are unanswerable. 
This is a very great mistake. He has been answered^; 
and enough has been written to satisfy the upright 
mind, not merely that the character and assumptions 
of Rome are diametrically opposed to the reason and 
liberties of man, and to the truth of Holy Scriptures ; 
but also, that Dr. Wiseman has been convicted, either 
of ignorance of the cause he was deputed to maintain, 
or of a secret misgiving, that it cannot be left to stand 
on its own merits. Otherwise, he would not, in the 
one case, so frequently have exposed himself to the 
inconvenience of having his assertions and remarks 
turned against him ; or, in the other^ he would have 
refrained from adopting so disingenuous a mode of de- 
fence. No man of common sense, not to say common 
honesty, would have recourse to misrepresentation, if 
conscious that he had truth on his side. 

In replying to many of the gratuitous assertions con- 
tained in his two Lectures on Missions, I shall almost 
confine myself to those in India; both because they oc- 
cupy the chief part of liis performance, and also because 
I am personally acquainted with several of the Missions 

+ By the Regius Professor of Divinity at Cambridge; and by wri- 
ters in the Christian Guardian, the Record, &c. The whole series 
of the Lectures is also under review in the Protestant Journal, com- 
mencing with the Number for last November. 
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which he describes in that country : and if I should con- 
tribute in any measure to set the question at rest, I 
shall be thankful to have been permitted to co-operate 
in so good a work. Though a twelvemonth has elapsed 
since Dr. Wiseman's Lectures were published, yet we 
are in the spring-tide of Missionary enterprise, and the 
public interest in its progress is fresh and advancing : 
I feel it unnecessary, therefore, to apologize for now 
entering upon the task, which, I may be permitted to 
say, has been urged upon me ; though some explanation 
seemed to be required for not taking it up before. — 
May the Spirit of Truth direct me in all that I shall 
write, and render it subservient to the extension of the 
Redeemer's Kingdom upon earth ! 

The object of the Abb6 Dubois, in his " Letters on 
the State of Christianity in India"' already referred to, 
was, to maintain the impracticability of converting the 
Hindoos to Christianity. After labouring in the Mis- 
sionary vineyard, chiefly in Mysore, for thirty years, 
he stated, as the result of his experience, that he had 
toiled in vain ; that his Brethren, for some years past, 
had met with no better success than himself ; and that 
Protestant Missionaries had altogether failed. Hence, 
he came to the astounding conclusion, that the time of 
conversion had passed away; that Christianity had 
done its work in the world ; and that the six hundred 
millions of souls in India, China, and other parts of the 
earth yet in Pagan darkness, were to be abandoned to 
the Almighty's irrevocable decree which doomed them 
to perdition. 

Dr. Wiseman assumes a different position. His object 
is to maintain, that the whole world is to be converted 
to Christianity ; that all the endeavours of Protestants 
to bring that event to pass, have, upon their own show- 
ing, signally failed ; while the efforts of Roman Catho- 
lics have generally proved successful. Hence he con^ 
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dudes, that the Protestant cause must be false ; and his 
own cause, true. 

Here then, in reference to the Romish Missions at 
least, he is at issue with the Abbe Dubois ; which, how- 
ever, he has not acknowledged. But he has quoted 
him as worthy of credit, when it suited his purpose to 
make use of his authority : of course, therefore, he 
cannot object to the same witness, when produced on 
the opposite side. Having replied, thirteen years ago, 
to those assertions of M. Dubois to which Dr. Wiseman 
also is opposed, I now undertake to answer him also, 
and to show that he has departed no less from the 
truth, though not in precisely the same direction. 

The conclusion to which he here promises to conduct 
his auditors, the falsehood of the Protestant cause, shows 
that his attack on their Missions is to be regarded as 
only one manoeuvre in the general hostilities now car- 
ried on by Romanists against the Protestantism of 
Great Britain. I pledge myself to prove the failure of 
this assault ; and declare, that every other position of 
the Protestant cause assailed in these Lectures might 
with equal facility be shown to be invulnerable. 

He begins with the Protestant Missions, to which he 
devotes his 6th Lecture ; heading it " the success of pro* 
TESTANT missions,"' and then labouring to prove that they 
have met with no success at all. I, on the contrary, 
pledge myself to prove, that the very authorities he cites, 
on both sides of the question, bear testimony the reverse 
of that which he has endeavoured to deduce from them. 

First, he lays down the following test, whereby to 
ascertain the character of any alleged conversions in 
heathen lands : — 

" The process of conversion has gone forward from age to 
age ever since the time of the Apostles ; there is not a cen- 
tury, and particularly among those which are commonly desig- 
nated as dark and superstitious dmes — there is not a half 
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ceatury ia which some nation or another was not converted to the 
faith of Christ : and by conversion I do not simply mean their 
being kept in a Missionary state, under the direction and tute- 
lage of persons sent from another country, but so established in 
the course of a very few years as to be able to exist indepen- 
dently — though always, of course, in connexion with the Mother 
Church whence the faith had originally come to them — so as to 
have their own native hierarchy, to have sufficient congre^- 
tions that they could be considered churches every way org'a- 
nized and perfectly established, and of such a character, that, 
wherever the doctrines of Christ had once been preached, the 
errors which had been rooted up never again appeared, and the 
whole population, in the course of a very short time, became 
members of the Christian Church/' (p. 110.) 

This position he desires his hearers and readers to 
bear in mind throughout the discussion ; promising to 
show them, "in its proper place,*^ that the Romish 
Missions will everywhere stand the test ; and that the 
Protestant Missions, weighed in the same balance, will 
universally be found wanting. Without stopping here 
to examine the validity of his test, we would just ask, 
in passing, what he makes of the Seven Apostolic 
Churches of Asia? whether, for ages past, they have 
come up to his standard? and if not, whether they 
were originally true Churches ? Did Dr. Wiseman 
never read of God s removing the candlestick from a 
Church, when her candle ceased to burn (Revelation, 
chapters i. ii. iii.) ? If this be true, the decline of a 
Church from her primitive light, purity, and love, can 
be no proof that she was not, in the beginning, a legi- 
timate daughter of the Universal Church. 

After naming various Protestant Missionary Socie- 
ties in this and other countries, he asserts, that the 
means which they have had in their hands to carry 
forward their undertakings have been " such, as never 
since the time of the Apostles have been brought to 
bear — I will not say upon the work of conversion, but 
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upon the attainment of any great moral object^' 
(p. 111.) 

Then, to make the picture he is about to draw of 
Protestant Missions stand out in more prominent insig- 
nificance from the canvas, he enters into some pecu- 
niary details, which he professes to have derived from 
the most unquestionable sources ; but he has given so 
few references, and involved the whole in such a laby- 
rinth, that it is not possible to follow him. For the 
sake of example ; he says — 

'* I find, for instance, firom an authentic document published 
in the Christian Register in 1830, that five of these Sociedes, 
from which one of the most opulent is omitted, raised funds in 
this country alone in that year to the amount of £198,151.'* 
(p. 112.) 

There are many Christian Registers published in 
England, each bearing a distinct appellation ; but as 
he does not name the one to which he refers, nor the 
Societies alluded to, we cannot examine his state- 
ments. But he does happen to have specified the 
Bible Society, and to have described its revenue in the 
following exaggerated terms : — 

'* Above all, we must not forget the immense co-operation 
that is afforded to these Societies by that which is considered 
the most important, the most interesting — I mean, generally — in 
this country ; that is, the Bible Society : for a great portion of 
its funds go to assist in the principles of Missionary Establish- 
ments, by furnishing them with copies of the Scriptures, wldch 
are considered the most important and most essential instrument 
in the accomplishment of their objects. I find, that in the same 
year, 1830, this Society, in this country alone, raised the almost, I 
should say, incredible sum of £372,877 : so that, between merely 
the five Societies which I have mentioned, we have half a million, 
in one year, devoted to the work of conversion." (p. 1 12.) 

In the Missionary Register for the year mentioned 
in this extract (p. 209), the income of the Bible Society 
is stated as follows : — 
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Receiptsof the Year from Annual Subscriptions. . 2002 14 10 

Donations and Life Subscriptions .... 1496 16 2 

Legacies' 9339 11 

IMvidends and Interest 1098 17 9 

Auxiliary Societies. 29,470 1 

43.408 9 

Sale of Scriptures 40,738 2 

Sale of Extracts and Reports 836 5 

£84,982 5 11 

It is well understood, that the profits on these sales 
are so small as hardly to deserve to be taken into the 
account of the Society's income ; so that the net sum 
at their disposal is reduced to little more than £43,408. 
What could induce Dr. Wiseman to hazard such an ex- 
travagant statement, is best known to himself; but I 
beg to remark, that it will be found in accordance with 
almost all his assertions tending to depreciate the Pro^ 
testant cause. 

Having swelled the incomes of these SociMfes to 
such an enormous amount, he proceeds in a similar 
manner with their Agents. He says — 

** I know that a very scientific Journal,*' [which again he 
does not name,] " a few years ago, estimated them at 5000 ; 
but this I believe to be a considerable exaggeration. Certainly, 
if we are to judge by the proportion of the income possessed, 
and devoted doubtless to the purpose, they must be very consi- 
derable indeed. I have no hesitation in saying that they are 
three or four times the number the Catholic Church employs.** 
(p. 113.) 

It is obviously impossible to deal with so indefinite a 
statement as this* I shall only remark upon it, that 
if he had been so very anxious, as he pretends, to 
pbtain the most accurate information, his bookseller 
would have procured for him, in one morning, all the 
Annual Reports he had wished to consult ; and these 
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would have given him the exact number of Missiona- 
ries employed by each Society in every part of the 
world. This, however, would not have served his pur- 
pose, to make an impression in his own favour, so well 
as the vague and general terms in which he has thought 
proper to write. He knew, also, that by so ingenuous a 
mode of proceeding he could not maintain his following 
conclusion : — 

** Here, then, we have all the human elements that can be 
required to produce great effects : all that can be done by edu- 
cation, by abundant means, by efficient support, ought certainly 
to be here required ; and we may truly say, that never were 
persons desdned to the important work of conversion, so fully 
prepared, so fully qualified, humanly speaking, as those who 
are sent forth from this country.'' (p. 113.) 

And then he goes on to prove, in his own way, 
that all these resources, and this apparatus, have ended 
in nothing. 

He next quotes Dr. Buchanan's description of the 
facilities afforded for Missionary operations in India, 
arising from the extent of the British Empire in that 
country: and this he would have his auditors receive 
as Protestant confirmation of his own details. But he 
has taken care to say nothing about Dr. Buchanan''s 
loud and reiterated complaints, that all this power and 
influence, instead of being available for the Missionary 
Cause, was, up to his time, too often exerted to impede 
its progress; and that bare toleration was all that had 
ever been allowed. 

Bishop Middleton, though, as the first English bishop 
in India, he deemed it right to use great caution in all 
his proceedings, yet could not forbear to express him- 
self very strongly on this painful subject. He writes : — 

** As to the converaon of the Natives, it is, I am convinced, 
quite out of the reach of our Sodety, or any other exisdng, 
while the present system continues. A sendble Native told 
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me, some time since, that ike English did not wish it ; and 
certainly there are many facts which countenance the opinion." 

And again, after describing the unexceptionable 
character of some Native Protestants, he remarks — 

** And yet I cannot hear of more than three Native Chris- 
tians, of any sort, who are employed under Government; it 
would not be popular among the Heathen ! At Madras, they 
actually petitioned me to recommend them as door-keepers in 
the churches, instead of Mussulmauns and Hindoos."* 

So that the advances made, for many years, by Pro- 
testant Missionaries, were carried forward in spite of 
British influence, instead of under its auspices, as Dr. 
Wiseman intimates. 

This he could have stated from Bishop Heber's 
Journal also, with which, as we shall see, he is inti- 
mately acquainted. Take one instance: — ^At Meerut, 
that prelate writes, Dec. 22, 1824: — 

** I went with Mr. Fisher to a small congregation of Nadve 
Christians ; to whom, not being able to give them a Service on 
Sunday, he reads Prayers, and preaches on this day. About 
twenty people were present : one, the " Naick," or Corporal, 
whom, in consequence of his embracing Christianity, Govern- 
ment very absurdly, not to say wickedly, disgraced, by remov- 
ing him from his regiment, though they still allow him his pay. 
He is a tall, stout, plain-looking man, with every appearance of 
a respectable and well-behaved soldier." 

He might have shown also, from the same autho- 
rity, that, instead of having almost unlimited resources 
at his disposal^ the means of that revered prelate 
were so circumscribed, the vineyard to be cultivated 
so spacious, and the opportunities for labour so pro- 
mising, that he was painfully disappointed to find him- 
self compelled to restrain his zeal. When at Agra, he 
writes— 

" I am often ready to break into lamentations, that, where 

* Le Bas* Life of Bishop Middleton, Vol. I. pp. 222, 225. 
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there is so much to do in my own peenliar profesdon, the 
means at my disposal enable me to accomplish so little : but I 
ought to be anxious, far more, not to fall short in my exer- 
tions of those means which I have ; and to keep my attention 
steadily fixed on professional objects, in order that what I 
cannot do myself, I may at least lead others to think of, and 
perhaps to accomplish." 

Facts like these would have spoiled Dr. Wiseman^s 
impression. He preferred arguing upon his own repre- 
sentation of what he had read. ** I have collected,'^ he 
says, " a number of passages from the different Reports, 
through several years of the Missionary Societies." — 
So, then^ he need have been at no loss to ascertain the 
actual number of their Missionaries ; but he found it 
more convenient to guess them. He did not consult 
these documents for such a purpose, but — 

— "to point out this singular circumstance — how, in every 
one case, they speak of hopes, of promises, of expectations, of 
what is going to be done^" [the Italics are his own,] " of what 
may be looked for after a few years ; but they never speak of 
what has been done, of the conversions that have been made, 
of the persons who have been induced to embrace the faith of 
Christ. And this collection would have gone over almost every 
part of Missionary cultivation, and would have afforded us 
the same results.*' (p. 114.) 

Here, then, he has launched us upon his turbid and 
trackless waters. The Christian cannot but feel more 
sorrow^ than indignation at these confident assertions, 
which have no foundation in the pages to which the 
author alludes. But we must take care — and, in follow- 
ing such a writer, it requires perpetual care— not to 
fall into his error of begging, in limine, the question 
to be proved. 

The first specimen of his collections is the account 
which he gives of Bp. Heber's visits to Benares and 
Tinnevelly : — 
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*' Now in India there are several Societies^ there are several 
Churches of all Religions, which dedicate themselves to the 
propagation of the Christian Faith, to the conversion of the 
Heathen Natives. The one that first naturally merits our 
attention, is the Church which is connected with the E^stablish- 
ment of this country ; and which has all the support that a 
wealthy, or, at least, well-provided-for Episcopal Establishment 
can posdbly give. In looking at what has been done in this 
Mission, I do not wish to go out of the reports which have 
been given us by one of the most active and zealous bishops of 
Calcutta-^Bishop Heber, who made a Visitation into a great 
proportion, not to say the whole, of India, naturally for the 
purpose of examining the state of reli^on, and the prospects 
which were held out to the labours of conversion. He does 
every now and then mention to us converts, members of the 
Established Church, whom he found in different places ; for 
instance, at Benares, a city with a population of 582,000 souls. 
He mentions, at p. 14, that the number of Christians, according 
to his calculation, is one hundred. Now one would be in- 
clined to suppose, at first sight, that these were converts, 
properly speaking, made from the Natives in consequence of 
the sermons which had been preached by Missionaries, or fi-om 
the doctrines of Christianity having been presented to them. 
His own account will very soon undeceive you in that respect. 
I may be allowed again to say, that at Tinnevelly he found 
fifty-seven Christians. * The labours of the Missionaries, 
after all, had chiefly been confined to the wives of British 
soldiers, who had already lost caste;*— that is, had been ex- 
communicated from their own religion — were considered no 
longer as Indians, but regarded as cast away by them, * because 
they married ; or to such Mussulmauns or Hindoos, as of their 
own accord, and prompted by curiosity or a better motive, had 
come to their schools and churches. The number of these 
inquirers after truth is, I understand, even now, not incon- 
siderable, and increasing daily : but I must say, that of actual 
converts, except soldiers* wives, I have met with very few, and 
these have been all, I thmk, made by the Archdeacon.* So 
that here, speaking of Benares and Tinnevelly, a very large 
district, containing populous towns, we have only at the 
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rate, after all, of lOO Christians in 582,000 Natives; and 
these are nothing bnt individuals, at least almost without ex- 
ception, who had lost their caste, who had married Europeans, 
and were naturally drawn by that act to embrace their religion, 
and had not come spontaneously to it in consequence of the 
preaching of the Gospel to them. He says, in another place, 
that ' these Native Christians, who are members of the Chureb 
of EIngland in his Presidency, do not exceed the number, at the 
most, of 500 adults, who are chiefly at the stations of Benares, 
Chunar, Buxar, Meerut, and Agpra, the places that I have al- 
luded to, the larger proportion being the wives of European 
soldiers.**' (pp. 114, 115.) 

The best way of showing how far Bishop Heber is 
here misrepresented, will be, to give one or two ex- 
tracts from his Journal in North India : — 

** Buxar, August 27, 1824.'^ Having mentioned Mn 
Corrie, his Archdeacon, now Bishop of Madras*, who 
was with him, he writes— 

" This good man had never told me of the Native Christians 
at Buxar ; yet they are, most of tiiem, the children of his own 
quiet and unwearied exertions in tiie cause of God. Some of 
them came up, after church, to beg for Hindoostanee Prayer- 
Books and Gospels ; a few of which I was able to supply them 
with. 

" The Schoolmaster, too, a Mussulman Convert of the name 
of Kurrum Messeeh, ' Mercy of Messiah,' came up, to ofier the 
report of his scholars, and to hope that I would come and see 
them assembled. 

'* Kurrum Messeeh's house, which we next visited, was still 
smaller tiian Mrs. Simpson's, and had not the few old pieces of 
European furniture which, in hers, marked her husband's 
nation and profession. Adjoining it was a little School-house, 
which we found full of women and children (about 30 or 35), 
on the ground, which was spread with mats, with their books 
in their laps. This served as their church also, where they, and 

* Since this was written^ the account of this revered prelate's 
translation to his rest has arrived from Madras. 
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a few of their husbands, mostly European Soldiers who un- 
derstood Hindoostanee, met three times a week, in the evening, 
for prayer. 

"This school is supported, and Kurrum Messeeh's salary 
pud, by the Church Missionary Society : and they have been 
sometimes, though very rarely, visited by a Missionary in 
Orders." 

Aflter describing the converts in simple and un- 
affected terms, the bishop goes on to speak of theii* 
humble attainments and appearance : — 

"They read extremely well — distinctly, slowly, and as if 
they understood what they read: they aflerward answered 
several of the questions in Watts's Catechism, and repeated the 
Creed, Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, giving a 
sort of exposition of each. I was extremely pleased and sur- 
prised at all that I witnessed here. 

"The attendants in the school were of all ages — several 
young boys, some little girls, but the majority full-grown 
women. The boys were in the usual attire of other Indian 
children : the women and girls were decently wrapped up in 
their long shawls, barefooted, with the anclets and armlets 
usual with their country-women ; but with no marks of caste 
on their foreheads. 

" I heartily wished for some of the Ekiemies of Missions to 
see, in this small and detached instance, the good which, in a 
quiet and unpretending way, is really doing among these poor 
people." 

I shall give next his remarks upon the state of things 
at Benares, to which Dr. Wiseman has attached so 
much importance : — 

" Sept 6 — At six this morning I attended the Hindoostanee 
Place of Worship ; a small, but neat Chapel, built by a sub- 
scription raised when Mr. Corrie was here, and under his 
auspices. The congregation consisted of about thirty grown 
persons, and twelve or fourteen children. Mr. Morris, the 
Church Missionary, read the Morning Service, Litany, and 
Commandments, from the Hindoostanee Compendium of our 
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Liiturgy ; which, unfortunately, is, as yet, without the Psalms. 
I gave the Benediction, for the first time, in Hindoostanee ; and 
then hastened to the church, which I found a small but very 
neat building. The candidates for Confirmation were thirty ; 
of whom, four were young Artillery-men, and fourteen Native 
Christians : to the Natives, I repeated the questions, and pro- 
nounced the Benediction in Hindoostanee. 

*' We dined between Services. In the evening, the church 
was extremely full; and there were, I think, fifty communi- 
cants ; almost all who had been confirmed, attending. To the 
Nadves I gave the Communion, with the accompanying words 
in their own language.'' 

Besides this Infant Mission, which had in about six 
years assumed so promising an appearance, the bishop 
examined the Free School of Jay Narain ; which was 
established by that opulent native, a few years before, 
for the improvement of the rising generation in 
English Literature. This was his express object : 
though, upon his intrusting it, in the year 1818, to Mr. 
Corrie's superintendence, he consented to the intro* 
duction of the Gospels, and some Elementary Lesson- 
books on the Christian Religion. Six years after, Bp. 
Heber examined it ; — and, in his account of the result, it 
must be remembered that he is not speaking of a school 
established by a Christian Missionary Society, but 
of one instituted by a Heathen for the cultivation of 
English Literature, and subsequently placed under 
Christian supervision : — 

'* The boys on the establishment are about 140, under the 
care of an English Schoolmaster, assisted by a Persian Moon- 
shee, and two Hindoostanee Writing-masters ; the whole under 
the inspection of a Catechist, Mr. Adlington, a clever young 
man, and a Candidate for Orders. 

** The boys read Oordoo, Persian, and English, before me« 
extremely well ; and answered questions, both in English and 
Hindoostanee, with gte&t readiness : the English Books which 
they read, were» the New Testament, and a Compendium of 



16 LETTBR TO DR. WISEMAN. 

Engliflh History. They also displayed gpreat proficiency in 
writing Nagree, Persian, and English — arithmetic, in which 
their mnltiplication-table extended to 100X100 — geography, 
and the use of the globes. To judge from their dress, they 
were mostly belonging to the middling class of life: many, 
I think the majority, had the Brahminical string. I asked the 
Catechist and Schoolmaster if any of these boys, or their parents, 
objected to their reading the New Testament : they answered, 
that they had never heard any objection made, nor had they the 
least reason to believe that any was felt : the boys, they said, were 
very fond of the New Testament ; and I can answer for their 
understanding it. I wish a majority of Elnglish School-boys 
might appear equally well informed. 

*' The scene was a very interesting one. There were present, 
the patron of the school, CaUsunker Gossaul, a shrewd and 
rather ostentatious, but a well-mannered Baboo— his second son* 
a fine and well-educated young man — Mr. Macleod, and Mr. 
Prinsep, the Magistrates of the place, both very acute critics in 
Hindoostanee and Persian— some Ladies — and a crowd of 
Bwords, spears, and silver-sticks on the stair-case ; whose 
bearers, by the way, seemed to take as much interest as any of 
us in what was going on. 

^ One, however, of the most pleasing sights of all, was the 
calm but intense pleasure visible on Archdeacon Corrie's face ; 
whose efforts and influence had first brought this establishment 
into activity; and who now, afler an interval of several years, 
was witnessing its usefiilness and prosperity. 

^ Many, both boys and girls, have asked for baptbm ; but it 
has been always thought right to advise them to wait till they 
had their parents leave, or were old enough to judge for them- 
selves ; and many have, of their own accord, begun daily to 
use the Lord's Prayer, and to desist from showing any honour 
to the image." 

So much for Benares. — - Dr. Wiseman mentions 
Chunar also, in his account given above, of what he 
calls " Bishop Heber's description of the hopeless state 
of these Missions."^ The bishop describes the approach 
to Chunar in his own interesting manner :<-<» 
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** Sept 10^1824 — ^Thc view of Chunar is, from the river, very 
stiiking. Its fortress, which is of great extent, formerly of 
first-rate importance, and still in good repair, covers the crest 
and sides of a large and high rock ; with several successive en- 
closures of walls and towers, the lowest of which have their 
base washed by the Ganges. On the right, as we approached 
it, is seen a range of rocky and uneven hills : on the left, a 
large Indian Town, intermingled with fine round-headed trees, 
with some very good European habitations, and a tall Gothic 
Tower, like that of a Parish Church in England, which belongs 
in fact to the Mission Church, and is an imitation of that in 
Mr. Conie's native village. The whole scene is entirely 
English." 

We have, next, the following account of the Christian 
character of this Station : — 

^Sept 11, 1824 — At church I had the satisfaction of confirm- 
ing nearly 100 persons ; 57 of whom were Natives, chiefly, as 
at Benares, Soldiers' Wives and Widows, but all unacquainted 
with the English Language, and perfectly Oriental in their 
dress and habits. They were most deeply impressed with the 
ceremony — bowing down to the very pavement when I laid my 
hand on their heads; and making the responses in a deep 
solemn tone of emotion, which was extremely touching. 

'* The elder women, and all the few men who offered them- 
selves, had been Mr. Corrie's converts during his residence 
here: the younger females had been added to the Church, 
either from Hindooism, Mahomedanism, or Popery, by Mr. 
Bowley. Of the last there were not many ; but, strange to 
tell ! they were, he said, as ignorant, in the first instance, of the 
commonest truths of Christianity a^ the Hindoos. This morn- 
ing (Sept. 12th) I had the agreeable surprise to find that Messrs. 
Macleod and Frazer had come over firom Benares during the 
night. We went to church together, where I also found Mr. 
Morris. I had, consequently, four Clergymen with me, be- 
sides the Catechists, Bowley and Adlington, a more numerous 
body than could, thirty years ago, have been mustered in the 
whole ^Presidency of Fort William. The congregation, too, 

was more numerous than I have seen out of Calcutta. Tba 

c 
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InvaJidB of the garrison who attended, amounted to aboTe 200 
Europeans ; besides the Officers and Civil Servants and theur 
families, and I should think 100 Natives. About 130 staid the 
Sacrament, of which the Natives amounted to nearly 70 : all 
were very devout and attentive: some shed tears; and the 
manner in which they pronounced ' Ameen' was very solemn 
and touching.'' 

Thus might we follow this indefatigable prelate 
through his Visitation of the Upper Provinces of 
India ; but I presume enough has now been given from 
his Journal to enable the impartial reader to judge whe- 
ther Dr. Wiseman has fairly represented his impressions 
on viewing those Missionary Stations, the whole of 
which were at that time in an incipient state. 

But, before quitting the quotation from Dr. Wise- 
man's Lecture that has occasioned these observations, I 
must remark, that what he asserts abQut Tinnevelly is, 
in fact, without the slightest foundation. Bishop Heber 
did not live to reach that town! And had he been 
spared to visit it, if he had found there "fifty-seven 
Christians," we can tell Dr. Wiseman, that, considering 
the circumstances of the place, and the short time that 
the station had been formed, such a commencement 
might justly have been regarded as highly favourable 
to the Protestant cause. 

Tinnevelly is the capital of the extensive district of 
that name in the Southern Carnatic, and the strong-hold 
of Idolatry in the South. In 1818, 1 opened an English 
School, and in 1819 two Tamul Schools, there, in small 
temporary buildings. In 1820, after many unsuccessful 
attempts, and much annoyance diuring three years, 
arising from the opposition of the Brahmins, I suc- 
ceeded in securing a spacious piece of ground in the 
centre of the town, and shortly after erected upon it an 
English and a Tamul School. This may be regarded 
as the commencement of that station : and if, in 1825 or 
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L826, Bishop Heber had found ** fifty-seven Christians'^ 
there, the Missionaries in charge of the Mission must 
have done their duty, and the blessing of God would 
have been more abundantly vouchsafed to their exer- 
tions than is usual in a first attempt to convert a 
heathen population. Then, as a further evidence how 
widely he has erred, these converts could not have been 
of the description that Dr. Wiseman intimates — "wives 
of British soldiers who had lost caste "" ; for there were 
no such persons resident there. The town is large and 
populous, and, with the exception of some Mahomedans, 
is inhabited by Hindoos. — ^But the whole account must 
be regarded as a fabrication of Dr. Wiseman's, until he 
shall produce his authority for the assertions whose fal- 
lacy is here exposed. For the present, therefore, I shall 
give the inference he has drawn from such premises, 
and leave the candid reader to estimate its worth : — 

• 

** Now it is evident, in this case, that the bishop did not 
attribute the work of conversion to the efficacy of preaching, 
or the power of the Word that had been delivered ; but to tlus 
casual circumstance, their bein^ united to Europeans, and 
being, in consequence, cast off by their own people." (p. 1 15.) 

His next reference is to Tanjore ; where, he asserts, 
Bishop Heber was grievously disappointed. It would 
appear that the bishop, like almost every person I have 
met with, reading, at a distance from the country, an 
account of the South- Indian Christians, and regarding 
Tanjore as the chief point of interest there, had asso- 
ciated in his mind the aggregate of converts in the 
South with the name of this station :-— just as the Je* 
suit Missionaries, more than a century ago, described 
their Madura Mission as containing about 40,000 
converts; whereas it appears, from their own corre- 
spondence, that this Mission comprehended the same 
extent of country, merely substituting Madras for 

Pondicherry, as the space that contains the 40,000 

c 2 
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converts that Bishop Heber had been led to expect*.' 
I have in my possession authentic documents, to prove, 
what I stated in evidence t before a Committee of the 
House of Commons in 1832, that the Native Protestants 
in South India, from Madras to Cape Comorin, exceed 
40,000. If the bishop had found 15,000 of these in the 
Missions established by Swartz, it would have been a 
large proportion. But Dr. Wiseman promises to show 
that this number is "very much too great ''*: and cer- 
tainly he does show, in his own peculiar manner, that 
in the 111 villages comprehending the Tanjore Mission 
there are not more than " 1388 "' ! — To this number he 
contrives to make it appear that only nine were added 
** in four years ; that is to say, at the rate of two in 
one year."*^ And then he adds, with apparent exultation 
•— " I will ask, if this is a flattering picture of the pro- 
spects, or rather of the progress of the Gospel preached 
as it has been there ? " (p. 117.) 

In order to understand this question, and return an 
appropriate answer, let us look at one or two of our 
author's alleged facts, which appear to him to justify 
his conclusion. 

One is — The small number of young persons that 
Bishop Heber confirmed at Tanjore, ** the seat of the 
head-quarters of Swartz," he says, "where there had 
not been a bishop before, and he confirmed all those 

* Lettres ^difiantes et curieuses, Sorites des Missions ^trangdres, 
par quelques Missionaires de la Compagnie de Jesus. — Extensive 
selections from these Letters were translated into English by Mr. 
Lockman, and published, 2 Vols. 8to. in 1743. The letters alluded 
to in the text are dated about the close of the seventeenth, and the 
commencement of the eighteenth century. 

-|- The evidence here referred to fully describes the comparative 
state of the Romish and Protestant Missions in India about the time 
it was given. As the object of this Reply is to answer the statements 
of Dr. Wiseman, my notice of those Missions will be more general 
than may be desired. The evidence in question will, therefore, be 
given in an Appendix, for the reader's further information. {App, 1.) 
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who were fit and ready for confirmation. The number 
of these was fifty, and the number of communicants 
in the whole congregation, according to him, was fifty- 
seven. He went to Trichinopoly, another of the most 
important Missions of that district, and the number he 
found for confirmation was eleven.*" (p. 116.) 

Taking the numbers as here stated, and admitting, 
for the sake of argument, that Dr. Wiseman^'s number of 
1388 may be the amount of the congregation in the 
tovm of Tanjore, we affirm that the communicants, and 
candidates for confirmation, were as numerous as could 
have been reasonably expected, under the existing cir- 
cumstances of the case. The bishop's was a passing 
visit ; the fifty persons confirmed, and the fifty-seven 
communicants, would be a very fair proportion of each 
class ; and very few besides the inhabitants of Tanjore, 
and its immediate vicinity, could have been present 
Is no allowance then to be made for the 111 villages 
within the range of the Mission, very few of whose 
inhabitants could be assembled for the purpose of 
joining in those Ordinances, on so short a notice of the 
bishop's intentions ? 

Dr. Wiseman affirms, as we have just seen, that no 
bishop had been at Tanjore before Bishop Heber : but 
he is mistaken. Bishop Middleton was there, in 1816. 
That prelate's visit, also, was a short one; as his 
object, in this Primary Visitation, was to ascertain 
the wants of the English residents, preparatory to his 
measures to supply them. But he took a lively in- 
terest in the Native Christians also, and spake in the 
following encouraging terms of what he saw at Tan- 
jore and Trichinopoly : — 

** The Mission at Tanjore pleased me exceedingly. Mr. 
Kohlhoff is almost another Swartz« He attended me to Tri- 
chinopoly: and when I came away he pronounced over me 
a prayer for my future welfare. Lookingr at his labours, I 
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could not but feel that the leas was blessed of the gieater. 
Mr. Pohle» at Trichinopoly, does eqmd honour to our Mission. 
He has been a very distinguished man, in point of learning ; 
but he cannot, in the course of nature, have long to live. I 
could wish that both of them could receiye some mark of the 
Society's favour. I staid at Trichinopoly five days; during 
which, I inspected the Mission, consecrated a church, licensed 
the Clergymen, confirmed, and delivered a Charge to, about 100 
persons, mostly adults; and preached twice on the Sunday, 
which in this climate is no small exertion, and leaves one quite 
exhausted." 

To this the bishop's biographer adds the following 
piece of information : — 

'' The number of Native Protestant Christians at Trichino- 
poly is about 500. There are Schools both for Tamul and 
English; and a large and handsome church built in 1766 by 
Swartz. A few Tamul Free-Schools were recommended to be 
established in the adjacent villages, open to Roman-Catholic 
and Heathen Children ; the whole to be placed under a resident 
Missionary, who might relieve Mr. Pohle, now far advanced in 
years*.** 

This prelate's comparative estimate of the Romish 
and Protestant Missions in India, thus far, is drawn in 
striking terms. " I have seen,'^ he writes, " the Letter 
of the Missionary Dubois t; and I think it very inter- 
esting, so far as relates to the present state of the 
Romish Church in India. But as to such converts as 
are made by the Church of Rome, I question whether 
they might not as well retain the name with the igno- 
rance of Pagans. I have seen, in small buildings, 
which I supposed, at fifty yards' distance, to be swamy- 
houses |, the cross blackened and oiled like a swamy, 

* Le Bas' Life of Bishop Middleton^ Vol. I. pp. 220, 221. 
-f- This letter was written in 1815, and circulated in MS. in India; 
but it was not published until 1823. 

X Swamy — this is the name given to Hindoo Idols. 
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and placed at the far end of a deep niche, with lampa 
on each side of it. The Natives call it the Christian's 
gummy ; — and they are right, provided the persons who 
set up such things can be called Christians. In the 
country through which I have travelled, these things 
abound.'^ 

The bishOp^s biographer remarks upon this : — 

*' It is well known that the Romish Missionaries found this 
tendency to heathenize the Gospel so strong, that they ceased 
to meet it with that uncompromising resistance which becomes 
the Servants of the only True God : and to their want of sim- 
plicity and firmness in this matter, may, in a great measure, be 
ascribed such spectacles as the above*/' 

Then follows the bishop's general description of the 
Protestant Mission: — 

^'AIl the Native Christianity of India lies in the district 
through which I have passed ; I mean Protestant Christianity, 
which alone deserves the name ; for, as to the rest, it is little 
more than exchanging one Idol for another. The Mission of 
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge does us honour 
as Christians. I have inspected the state of the Mission mi- 
nutely, and I have conversed with several of its nadve members, 
not themselves converts, but the sons of converts : they are in 
knowledge and manners as much superior to their pagan 
neighbours as an Englishman well educated is to a peasant f.'^ 

The farther this prelate went, the more was this 
favourable impression confirmed. At the period of his 
visit to South India, there were in the district of Tinne- 
velly between 3000 and 4000 Native Protestants, inha- 
biting about sixty villages, and possessing nine and 
twenty churches. One of their stations was at Palam- 
cottah, the British head-quarters. As the bishop 
approached, he was met by a Deputation from this 

* Life of Bishop Middleton, Vol. I. pp. 222, 223. 
t Ibid. p. 226. 
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church ; and he thus describes the interview between 
them. Having spoken of a Deputation of Brahmins 
from the Tinnevelly pagodas, he goes on — 

" But the delightful part was yet to come. I have with me 
a writer, David, who joined me at Tanjore, (the son of Sattia- 
naden, whose sermon you have at the Society,) and he in- 
formed me that the party who stood aloof were Christians who 
came from Palamcottah, to welcome me, and to receive my 
blesdng. I went forward to meet them. They were headed 
by their native priest and my man David. They were about 
thirty ; and they formed the most remote congregation under 
Mr. KohlhofTs care. The priest, a very interesting man, whose 
countenance, if I recollect rightly, resembles the head of St 
Cyprian in Cave's Lives, (but the book is at Calcutta, 1200 
miles off,) and has almost the darkest complexion I have seen, 
addressed me on behalf of his people ; and, in reply, I gave 
them a suitable exhortation, which David interpreted with great 
energy, and they received it with every mark of thankfulness. 
They then opened their Tamul Prayer-books, and sung a psalm 
of thanksgiving, to a tune which I dare say is used at Hackney, 
quite correcdy, and in good time and melody. The Brahmins 
witnessed the scene, and both Deputations quitted the camp 
together.'' 

** At Palamcottah, the bishop found a school of forty-one 
children, and a Mission Church, raised chiefly by the pious 
munificence of a Brahmin lady, a convert of the venerable 
Swartz. Service was performed here every Sunday morning, 
in Malabar, either by the Native Priest or the Catechist." * 

In 1816, 1 was appointed Chaplain to this Station, and 
intrusted with the charge of this interesting Mission 
until the Society should be able to send them a Mis- 
sionary. As my report of its condition in 1819 is 
published in the Life of Bishop Middleton, I will tran- 
scribe it here, in preference to giving an account of it 

* Life of Bishop Middleton, Vol. I. pp. 228—230. 
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from recollection at this remote period. The Letter is 
addressed to the Secretary of the Diocesan Committee 
of the Christian Knowledge Society at Madras : — 

•• MY DEAR SIR, " Polamcottah, Sept. 2, 1819. 

** Having just returned firom a visit to the Protestant Churches 
in this district, I hasten to report their present condition. 

'* There is a church at every station ; but, with only two 
exceptions, they are built with raw brick, and covered with 
palmyra-leaves. The ground on which these churches stand 
was ^ven to the Mission by the Nabob's Government nearly 
twenty years ago, and most of the buildings were erected at the 
same time. Those I have seen are in very good repair, and it 
requires but a small sum annually to keep them so, 

^* The Misaon has received an important accession since the 
last Report, in another native priest, named Visuvarsemarden. 
He seems to be a man of respectable abilities and genuine piety ; 
and the discourse I heard him preach to his own congregation 
would have done credit to a minister possessed of the advantage 
of a superior education to that which he has received. He is 
stationed at a village called, by the Christians, Nazareth, about 
twenty miles to the south of this ; and Abraham, the other 
country priest, is at Mothelloor, a few miles farther. If I may 
judge from appearances, during my short stay among the people 
of these two villages, they are much attached to their priests, 
as are the Christians of the surrounding country ; and I am 
persuaded they only require to be well supported and encou- 
raged, to prove of the most essential service to the congrega- 
tions entrusted to their care. Even from my hasty visit, the 
joy difiused through all classes was indescribable; and the 
people flocked in from the neighbouring villages in every di- 
rection. On catechizing such as were introduced to me as the 
principal people, I found them much better taught in their 
religion, than I had anticipated : and, considering the space of 
time that they have been without a Missionary, it was highly 
gratifying and encouraging to find the benign and peaceable 
genius of Christianity still keeping them at unity among them- 
selves. The two villages named above consist entirely of 
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Protestants^ nor is there an idol or heathen temple any where to 
be seen ; while the stillness that prevailed, contrasted with the 
tumult of heathen abodes, seemed to invest these favoured spots 
with a degree of sancdty, and made one forget for the moment 
that they were in the midst of a pagan land. One of the priests 
led me to a part of the village where was seated, under the 
shade of cocoa-nut trees, a considerable company of women, 
spinning cotton, and sin^ng Lutheran hymns to the motion of 
their wheels. After Service a great part of the congregation 
showed no disposition to disperse, and, seating themselves 
around the door, sang their hymns to a late hour. There were 
two old men, among the group, who were converted to the 
Christian Faith by your Missionary Jsenick^, about twenty 
years ago, and they sang to me several hymns that he had taught 
them. What they sang or said was not so intelligible, indeed, 
as the language of younger men ; but you will readily imagine 
them to have been among the most interesting of the company. 
I state these, perhaps trifling particulars, to show that there 
appears to be something more than the bare name of Christia- 
nity here ; and that the enemies of Mbsionary exertions are 
mistaken in asserting, as many have asserted, that there is not 
a genuine convert to Christianity among the Native Protestants. 
No, Sir, if the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge had 
no other fruit of their cares, their exertions, or their expendi- 
tures, for " the promoting of Christian Knowledge '' in India, to 
produce, they might point triumphantly to these two villages, 
in proof that their labour has not been in vain. I have seldom 
witnessed so much religion in a town in England as is con- 
spicuous here : and some heathen in the neighbourhood of one 
of the villages told me candidly, that it was a very quiet and 
good place. 

'* I spoke with the priests about the Tamul Liturgy that you 
propose sending hither, and recommended them to adopt it in 
all the churches, in room of the German Form of Worship now in 
use ; and they readily acceded to the proposition. I concluded 
this to be the wish of the Committee from their sending five- 
and-twenty copies of the work ; but, if I have misconceived 
their intention, I beg they will let me know, in time to prevent 
any alterations being made. 
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** By the statement of Baptisms, &c. daring the last year, the 
Committee will perceive that the Misunon continues to spread* 

Children baptized 117 

Converts from heathenism 52 

169 
Deceased 115 

Total increase for the year 1818 54 

Marriages, 34. Communicants, 127. 

** In communicating this report of the present state of the 
Society's Mission in this remote comer of the Indian continent, 
I feel that I have not done justice to the subject ; but I am 
especially persuaded, that it is not possible for me to convey the 
impression that the sight of so many Native Christians congre- 
gated together must impart to every benevolent mind ; and I 
could not help wishing, whilst among these interesting people, 
that the Committee were present to witness the scene*." 

This Mission was subsequently transferred to the 
Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts ; 
and the inhabitants of the two Christian villages here 
described are now more than double their numbers 
at the time this report was made. The members of the 
other congregations have increased in the same pro- 
portion; and it would be difficult to point out any 
station in the Missionary vineyard that speaks more 
triumphantly in favour of Protestant Missions than 
this, and, therefore — on Dr. Wiseman's own mode of 
arguing — of the Protestant caiise. 

But this is not the only body of Christians visited by 
Bishop Middleton in these remote provinces of India. 
Proceeding to the southward, on the 27th he "reached 
Arambooly Pass, and found his tent pitched on the 
bottom of what once was a tank, but then dry, and sur- 

* Life of Bishop Middleton, Vol. II. pp. 125—129. 
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rounded by mountains of stupendous and rugged gran- 
deur. On this spot he received a deputation of Chris- 
tians, lately under the charge of Mr. Ringeltaube, of 
the London Missionary Society, in number about 800, 
and much inferior in demeanour and appearance to the 
Native Christians of Tanjore and Tinnevelly*.'" 

When the bishop described the congregation at 
Palamcottah as the most remote under Mr. KohlhoflF's 
care, he was not aware that the congregations in the 
district were, chiefly, still farther to the South. The 
deputation of 800 Christians, that met the bishop at 
Arambooly Pass, were from a body of converts quite 
distinct from those of Tinnevelly . This Mission belongs 
to the London Missionary Society : its head-quarters 
are at Nagercoil, about 14 miles from Cape Comorin. 
The congregations connected with it are 43 in num- 
ber, and its members are estimated at between 5000 
and 6000. 

Here, then, is another body of Native Protestants in 
India, of whose existence the Christian Public seem to 
be little acquainted : and yet we are told by Dr. Wise- 
man, that our Missionaries speak only of what is " going 
to be done"" [his own italics] ; — ^that " they never speak of 
what has been done." All the information here given 
was within his reach ; and much of it (as we know from 
his quotations) before his eyes, when he described these 
South-Indian Missions in such contemptuous terms. — 
What a cause, to stand in need of such advocacy ! 

But we have not yet done with Tanjore. Dr. Wise- 
man represents the late Henry Martyn as saying, 
that, 

*' Swartz, with Kohlhoff and Jsnick^, kept a school for half- 
caste children, about a mile from Tanjore, but went every 
night to the Tanjore Church, to meet about sixty or seventy 

* Life of Bishop Middleton, Vol. I. p. 230. 
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of the King's Regiment, who assembled for devotional pur- 
poses. Afterwards he officiated to their wives and children in 
Portuguese/' (p. 118.) 

This, he would have us believe, is, according to Henry 
Martyn, all the fruit that has been reaped from the 
labours of Swartz and his colleagues: and to give point 
to his conclusion, he affects to eulogize the devoted 
*' Missionary'" to whose authority he appeals. But he 
has omitted to inform us, that Henry Martyn wa» never 
near Tanjore, or to say in what part of that devout 
man's Journal he found this important testimony. Un- 
der these circumstances, we must regard the whole 
story as another invention of his own. 

The " picture '' he here attributes to Henry Mar- 
tyn, he goes on to contrast with the accounts first sent 
over by Bishop Heber. As he has not favoured us 
with the account to which he alludes, I will supply the 
desideratum. One testimony, from svjch an authority, 
will be as good as a dozen. I will select that given in 
his Letter to the Rev. C. Shipley, March 21, 1826 :— 

'^ I am very closely and interestingly occupied in the visita- 
tion of the Missions under the patronage of the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge ; the success of which, since the 
time of the excellent Swartz, has been far greater than is ge- 
nerally known or supposed in Europe. On Easter-day, I con- 
firmed and administered the Sacrament to nearly 200 Natives ; 
and, in the evening, when the Service was in Tamul, I pro- 
nounced the Benediction in that language on above 1300. The 
difference of numbers will be easily accounted for : since, at the 
Sacrament, few attended but those who understood a little 
English, the rest having attended the ministry of one of the 
Missionaries early in the morning. This, however, is only in 
the city of Tanjore. There are scattered congregations, to the 
number of many thousand Protestant Christians, in all the 
neighbouring cities and villages ; and the wicker-bound graves, 
each distinguished by a little cross of cane, of the poor people, 
by the road-side, are enough to tell even the most careless 
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traveller that the country is, in a g^reat measore. Christian. The 
Missions, however, are in a state which requires much help and 
restoration : — their funds, which were conaderable, have been 
sadly dilapidated since the time of Swartz, by the pious men 
(but quite ignorant of the world) who have succeeded him : and 
though I find great piety and good-will, I could wish a little 
more energy in their proceedings at present. 

" To the Etn}. C. Shipley, March 21, 1826.** 

After this, I feel it qaite unnecessary to prolong this 
part of the discussion. More unexceptionable evi* 
dence could not be produced. It may be objected to, as 
coming from an interested party ; but Dr. Wiseman, 
with an affectation of candour, professes again and 
again to appeal to no other witnesses on the Pro- 
testants^ side. We do him no injustice, therefore, in 
taking him on his own ground. But had he not as- 
sumed this position, still we should have claimed the 
right of producing the testimony of two such prelates as 
Middleton and Heber, whose 'well-established charac- 
ters would repel the imputation of undue partiality, as 
instantaneously as the highly-polished mirror throws 
off the breath of the mouth. 

I concede, however, that something has been said 
respecting the want of activity, about ten or twelve 
years ago, in the Tanjore Mission ; but this it is easy to 
account for. I was there in 1821, when the state of 
things was such as to occasion regret to all that desired 
the prosperity of the cause of Christ in India. Not 
that there was any decrease in the number of Native 
Priests, Catechists, Christians, or Schools; but Mr. 
Kohlhoff stood alone at the head of these establish- 
ments, and was too far advanced in years to carry for- 
ward the operations with the energy required. But if 
they had been under the superintendence of a younger 
Missionary, and he had succeeded in extending the 
number of their schools and stations, yet they would 
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have had no funds to increase their expenditure. At 
that time, this and other Indian Missions formed a 
branch of the Christian-Knowledge Society's op^>ar 
tions ; and this Society, instead of having, as Dr. Wise- 
man asserts, almost unlimited resources at its disposal, 
was barely able to keep up its foreign Missions. In- 
deed, had not those in India been transferred, about 
that time, to the Society for Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, it is very doubtful whether they could to 
this day have been extended beyond the means that 
Swartz had bequeathed for their support. This, every 
ingenuous mind will allow, was the misfortune, not the 
fault, of the Mission : and we challenge Dr. Wiseman to 
show, either that there was any declension from the 
faith on the part of the converts, or that the Mission 
did not remain, at least, in statu qtw, when at the lowest 
depression of its circumstances. Yet, even if he could 
prove its failure in either of these respects — quoting 
fairly unquestionable authorities — and reduce the thou- 
sands of converts in Tanjore to hundreds, or the hun- 
dreds to tens ; still this would be entitled to some consi- 
deration from a Jesuit : for the outrageous conduct of 
the Missionaries of that order, about the beginning of 
last century, brought their own Mission in Tanjore to 
ruin, rendered the very name of Christianity execrable 
throughout that kingdom, and excited a feeling of hosti- 
lity against it, which it required all the wisdom and 
piety, the benevolence and integrity, of such a man as 
Swartz to allay. 

The circumstance here referred to is related in the 
Memoirs of R. P. Norbert, a Capuchin friar at the head 
of their Romish Mission at Pondicherry ^. The 
Jesuits, at a theatrical exhibition, publicly offered an 
insult to the gods of the country; and this outrage 

* Memoires Historiquefi, &c. du R. P. Norbert, Tom. I. Liv. ii. 
sec. 7 — 9. pp.70— 73. 
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provoked the Rajah and his Brahmins to take vengeance 
on them and their proselytes. Hitherto the Rajah had 
not merely tolerated— he had encouraged them ; but 
now the sword of persecution was drawn ; the Jesuits 
were compelled to quit the country ; and their prose- 
lytes had no alternative, but either to renounce 
their religion, or seal it with their blood. The Jesuits 
have asserted that 12,000 became martyrs to the Faith 
on that occasion; but M. Norbert maintains, that 
the Rajah^s decree, prohibiting the exercises of .the 
Christians, was no sooner published, than it caused 
a general apostacy, especially among the new converts. 
A few sought refuge among the Christians on the 
coast : and of those who remained, a very small num- 
ber were found with sufficient constancy publicly to 
confess the name of Jesus, and to cement with their 
blood the foundations of the Mission in that kingdom. 
We think that the remembrance of this fact — and we 
cannot believe that Dr. Wiseman was ignorant of so 
conspicuous an event in the history of Romish Mis- 
sions — would have made a prudent man reluctant to 
draw all this attention to a country upon which his 
order had brought such a calamity, and whence they 
had been so deservedly expelled. 

But we are content to rest the vindication of this 
Mission, against Dr. Wiseman's attempt to depreciate 
it, upon the united testimony of the two distinguished 
prelates quoted above. 

I shall not stop to show how, in representing Pro- 
fessor Craven, of Bishop's College, Calcutta, as inti- 
mating that not one conversion had been made, he 
has, as usual, left out all the circumstances which 
would have given a very different complexion to that 
gentleman's testimony ; nor shall I detain the reader 
with more than two remarks upon this writer's exulta- 
tion over the expressions of Mr. Christian, relating to 
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the difficulties arising from the distinction of caste. The 
one is, that Protestant Missionaries have not found 
these impediments insuperable; for that numerous 
Brahmins, and thousands of the subordinate castes, have 
publicly renounced that distinction at their baptism. 
Though the German Missionaries allowed it to be re- 
tained by their converts, under certain modifications, 
yet it has recently been abolished by the present 
zealous Bishop of Calcutta ; and it is believed that, now, 
very few vestiges of it remain in the Protestant Mis- 
sions from Delhi to Cape Comorin. 

My other remark is, that the Romish Missionaries 
have, from the first, acted on the assumption that the 
difficulty in question was insuperable, for they have 
never attempted to overcome it: nay more, they not 
only allow their proselytes to retain it, with all its ob- 
jectionable features, but they actually permit them to 
wear the very marks on their foreheads which distin- 
guished them as worshippers of their respective gods 
prior to their conversion. Well might Bishop Middleton 
question, as we have just seen, whether such converts 
" can be called Christians " 1 

In this manner Dr. Wiseman seems to dispose of 
the Missions connected with the Church of England, 
entirely to his own satisfaction. He has taken care, 
however, not to attack the Missions of the Church 
Missionary Society. The circumstantial details of this 
Institution, no doubt, baffled all his ingenuity to per- 
vert them to his purpose. For once, therefore, he has 
acted prudently, in letting them alone. 

He next attacks '' the Anabaptists,'^ whom he acknow- 
ledges to have been exceedingly active and zealous, and 
to have "certainly most particularly distinguished them- 
selves in the dissemination of translations of the Holy 
Scriptures.'' (p. 119.) But this apparent candour is 
assumed only for the purpose of giving point to his 

D 
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conclusion, that all this labour has produced, not merely 
an inadequate result, but — nothing. 

His first and chief authority for this assertion is 
Mr. Townley, the Missionary of the London Society, 
already named, as the author of a Reply to the Abbe 
Dubois. His first quotation is the following. After 
expressing his belief that Mr. T. was much distinguished 
as a zealous upholder of Missionary Establishments; 
and stating, that, in replying to the Abbe Dubois, who, 
he says, " publicly stated that not a single convert had 
been made by Protestant Missionaries " — which, by the 
way, even the Abb6 knew better than to assert ; — 

" There was an opportunity,*' says Dr. Wiseman, ''naturally 
of bringing forward any example in confutation of this strong 
and bold assertion; and this is in the first place the way in 
which he meets it : — ' But while I thus explain the means which 
Protestant Missionaries employ for the conversion of the Natives 
of Hindoostan, and maintain in opposition to the Abb^ Dubois' 
assertion to the contrary, that they are more likely to accom- 
plish this end than any wliich the Jesuits have used ; I never- 
theless beg to state, that without God's blessing they do not 
depend upon any means for success/ " 

I have looked in vain for this extract in Mr. Townley's 
Reply : but I find it in my own (p. 183), a work that Dr. 
Wiseman has not once named. His reason for this 
silence may be conjectured, when we see the use he has 
made of the passage just quoted. "And fully,'' he says, 
" do I concur in the opinion, as he states his position : — 
* Under existing circumstances there is no human possi- 
bility of converting the Hindoos." " This short sentence 
is one of the most shameless and complicated deceptions 
ever attempted to be practised upon the simple ! What 
will the reader say, when he hears that this " position" 
is not Mr. Townley's, as Dr. Wiseman pretends ; nor is 
it mine ? It is actually the Abb6 Dubois' (Letter I. p. 2). 
Neither is the concurrence in it Dr. Wiseman's, as he 
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would make it appear ; nor is it Mr. Townley's ; but 
it is my own. While admitting, in the Abba's words, 
that " there is no human possibility of converting the 
Hindoos to any sect of Christianity, " I yet maintained 
that it was possible with God, and proved that His 
blessing had been vouchsafed on the " human means'^ 
used by Protestants to the conversion of thousands. — 
Why did not Dr. Wiseman attempt honestly to deal 
with this fact? 

But let us see how he has dealt with it ; and what 
application he makes of his Jesuitical fabrication: — 

" Here is the experience then of a Missionary who had been 
among them: — 'Under existing circumstances there is no human 
possibility of converting them.' Had conversions taken place, 
he could not and would not have asserted that on such an 
occasion as this, when he was professedly replying to the 
assertion that they had made no converts.'' (p. 120.) 

Dr. Wiseman wrought up the whole of this disgrace- 
ful passage from the very chapter in which / actually 
prove the success of the means used by Protestants for 
the conversion of the Hindoos^ and show that the South- 
India Missions alone contained, in 1822, at least Twenty- 
three thousand Native Protestants. Can it be-believed, 
then, that he did not know that he was uttering what 
was untrue ? No doubt he safely calculated upon the 
acquiescence of his auditors, in whatever he might state 
from the pulpit ; but he must surely have thought us all 
asleep, when he ventured to send it forth, to the Bri- 
tish public^ from the press. 

But he is not satisfied, even yet. Gathering assu- 
rance as he proceeds, he adds — 

" Now however he may be said to modify this position to a 
certain extent, and he thus speaks of the conversions that had 
taken place, — and this is an interesting extract, because it is the 
authority of a person who had been on the spot, — to what has 
been done also by other Misdonary Societies. ' My object is 

d2 
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not 80 much to count the number of converts, upon whose sin- 
cerity we may rely, as to show from my own experience, that the 
work of conversion is actually be^n in India' — actually begun.'' 
" This was written, I suppose, in the year 1823 or 1824, or 
rather 1825, and consequently about forty years after the Society 
had begun its labours." 

Dr. Wiseman is still carrying on the deception, that 
it is Mr. Townley speaking all this time of '' the Ana- 
baptists "": — 

'* He proposes — ^he does not pretend to maintain that there 
were actual converts — to show that the work has begun. ' I 
have given three cases, at least, of native converts who have 
come under my personal observation, of whose real conversion 
I can speak with some confidence. When I lefl Bengal, in the 
month of November 1822, there was one Hindoo, concerning 
whom the Missionaries in Calcutta had hopes that he was really, 
from upright motives, seeking admission into the Christian 
Church. These hopes have been subsequently strengthened, and 
he has been actually baptized. Herein there has been a simi- 
larity between the first-fruits of Missionary exertions reaped by 
the London Society, and that gathered by the Baptist Missio- 



naries.' " 



All thisi also, is from the chapter of my Reply just 
referred to (p. 210); except the concluding sentence, 
relating to Bengal, which would tend to give it more 
the appearance of being Mr. Townley 's, who was a 
Missionary at Calcutta ; — but it is added by Dr. Wise- 
man to a sentence of mine, for a purpose best known 
to himself. The inference he pretends to draw from 
his quotation, that the writer was evidently conscious 
that no conversion had taken place, he must have known 
to he opposed to the truth, I was then arguing a 
principle, not entering into details. The Abbe Dubois 
had stated, that, in consequence of the failure of the 
Romish Mission, it was his " decided opinion, first, that, 
under existing circumstances, there is no human possi- 
bility of converting the Hindoos to any sect of Chris- 
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tianity ; and, secondly, that the Translation of the Holy 
Scriptures circulated among them, so far from condu- 
cing to this end, will, on the contrary, increase the pre- 
judices of the Natives against the Christian Religion, 
and prove, in many respects, detrimental to it.'" (p. 2.) — 
I pledged myself to prove the fallacy of these asser- 
tions. It was quite sufficient to settle the question of 
possibility^ to produce a single instance of genuine con- 
version: for the same power that could turn one. hea- 
then from darkness to light, and from dumb idols to the 
Living God, coidd, with as much facility, convert the 
whole : whereas I described three native converts, 
whose Christian piety and integrity were unquestiona- 
ble. This was more than enough to confute the Abb6 
Dubois: it proved the possibility of success. But, 
instead of leaving the opponent any ground to infer 
that these were all the conversions that had been made, 
much less to insinuate that I was conscious none had 
been effected, Dr. Wiseman knew very well that I had 
entered at some length into detail, enumerating the 
thousands that compose the Protestant congregations 
in South India. 

In this way, then, under the mask of Mr. Townley's 
name. Dr. Wiseman has laboured to neutralize the effect 
of my statements, which he could not confute ; and to 
which he durst not venture to refer his reader, by so 
much as mentioning the work from which he borrowed 
the extracts that he has so distorted to subserve his 
cause. I am verily ashamed to be taking all this 
notice of my own Reply to the Abbe Dubois, to the 
apparent neglect of Mr. Townley's, which is so much 
better worthy of attention ; but Dr. Wiseman has com- 
pelled me. After all his exultation over what he repre^ 
sents as Mr. Townleys' confessions, the only notice he 
really takes of that gentleman's work, is, to sneer at a 
comparison that he has drawn between the success of 
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three Missionary Societies in Bengal during the first 
seven years of their operation. Dr. Wiseman knows 
little of the nature of Missionary work, if he thinks this 
just matter for surprise. Had he been better acquainted 
with the subject he took upon himself to discuss, he 
would have forborne to treat the fact alluded to 
with contempt, and acknowledged the force of Mr. 
Townley's judicious remark upon it : — 

^'Some persons may think that seven years form a long 
time to wait before one convert is obtained ; but let such take 
into conidderation the time requisite for learning the native 
language. If a Missionary in six years master the Hindoo 
Dialect, in which he is to impart instruction, such is its difficulty 
of acquisition, he performs a great achievement ; and till the 
Missionary have mastered the language, he must, of necessity, 
be an imperfectly qualified labourer in a vineyard of itself 
peculiarly difficult of cultivation/' (p. 110.) 

Previous to the detection of Dr. Wiseman's imposture 
just exposed, I had marked for quotation several pas- 
sages of Mr. Townley's work, tending to confute the 
sentiments imputed to him. Since, however, it is now 
discovered that I gave Dr. Wiseman more credit for 
fidelity in conducting his argument than "he de- 
served, it is unnecessary to enter so fully into the sub- 
ject as was intended. It will, nevertheless, be desirable 
to give one or two extracts from Mr. Townley^s Re- 
ply, to show what are really his views of the past suc- 
cess and future prospect in the Missionary vineyard in 
North India, and thereby do him the justice that our 
opponent has denied him. 

After stating that the converts in various parts 
of Bengal amounted to several hundreds, and giving in- 
stances of piety among them amply sufficient to satisfy 
every candid mind of their sincerity (pp. 94— 96), he 
quotes the following conclusion from a Report of the 
Missionaries at Serampore : — 
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" Such, then, is the result of those effects for disseminatmg 
the light of knowledge, and of the Sacred Scriptures,*which the 
Serampore Brethren, and those who have united with them to 
spread the Gospel in India, have been enabled to make in the 
course of about twenty years. One of the first ideas which 
strikes the mind, is, the complete practicability of evangelizing 
India, We have here before us a body of between five and six 
hundred Christians, forming ten or twelve churches, situated in 
different parts of India, of whom scarcely more than twenty per- 
sons are natives of Europe. All the rest are natives of Asia, 
brought to the knowledge of the Truth in about twenty years, in 
addition to the number who, in this period, have been removed 
by death ; of which number some idea may be formed from the 
fact, that of the eleven who, in 1800, composed at Serampore 
the first of these churches, only four are now living. Such a 
number still living, afler all the ravages of death in India, 
during these twenty years past, affords abundant hope respect- 
ing the future progress of the Gospel. If it be said, that 
of these a considerable number, though Natives of India, are of 
European extraction on one side, and not simply such as were 
once Mussulmauns or idolaters, we acknowledge, with gratitude, 
that this is the fact ; and that these have been among the most 
usefiil and valuable members of our Churches. These, however, 
scarcely exceed eighty ; and when they are deducted, as well 
as those bom in Europe, there will remain living, at the pre- 
sent moment, between four and five hundred, who» once idola- 
ters or Mussulmauns, have made a decided profession of Chris- 
tianity, by being solemnly baptized in the Saviour's name.'' 
(pp.99, 100.) 

Passing over, for the sake of brevity, abundant de- 
tails in Mr. Townley's pages equally satisfactory and 
interesting, I will next give his conclusion, as the re- 
sult of his own experience. After quoting the Abbe 
Dubois' assertion, that the conversion of the Hindoos 
was a hopeless undertaking, he says— 

" The question now arises. Is the representation true, which 
is contained in the above paragraphs ; namely, that hopes of 
success among the Hindoos are founded in ignorance, and that 
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such hopes would vanish, and actually do vanish, upon per- 
sonal intercourse with the Natives of India ? 

" I answer in the negative : I conceive myself to be one of 
the class especially referred to. I was one of those * well- 
intentioned persons,* who ' indulged within the predncts of a 
closet,' in Europe, the hope that the Truth would ultimately pre- 
vail among the Hindoos. I actually went to India, and exer- 
cised the Abbe's ' arduous profession,' not only for ' a period 
of a few months,' but above six years ; and I solemnly declare 
the result to be a full and entire conviction^ founded not 
merely in the promises of God, but also in the appearances of 
the people, that the Gospel toill prevail in India, and that the 
Hindoos will in due time, and probably sooner than the gene- 
rality of even friends to the cause expect, be converted to 
Christianity. This is my deliberate opinion, after all I have 
seen and heard and done in Missionary afiairs connected with 
Hindoostan : and I thus come forward myself, as a recitation 
of the author's assertion, that if any one would but exercise 
his, the Abbe's profession, though only for a* short period, he 
would be convinced of the impossibility of his object being ac- 
complished.*' (pp. 166, 167.) 

All this is by the very author of whom Dr. Wiseman 
asserts — " Here, then, we have an admission that three 
Societies were seven years labouring before they ob- 
tained one single convert : and he does not pretend to 
go on to say that from the beginning any great in- 
crease has subsequently followed ; because, on the con- 
trary, the very first passage which I read you is com- 
pletely at variance with that supposition." (p. 121.) 

We need be at no loss now to divine his reason for 
concealing the source whence he gathered the opinion 
so unfairly attributed to Mr. Townley, nor to estimate 
the credit due to his allegations. 

I had intended to enter here upon what he next 
gives as the united testimony of Ram-Mahoun Roy, and 
the Rev. Mr. Adams ; but it merely contains a repeti- 
tion of what Mr. Townley has admitted respecting the 
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little fruit reaped during the first seven years of Mis- 
sionary operation in BengaL The answer has» there- 
fore, been anticipated : but the prominence given by 
Dr. Wiseman to this simple circumstance, and his 
iteration of i^ shows how much he must have felt at a 
loss for argument to sustain his position. The in- 
sinuation against the Baptist Missionaries, with which 
the extract now under review commences, it will be time 
enough to notice when Dr. Wiseman shall enable us to 
ascertain that it was published by the author to whom 
he attributes it. At present, I will merely say, that I 
have consulted the Secretaries of the Baptist Missionary 
Society upon it, and find that Mr. Adam was a Missio- 
nary who formerly belonged to the Baptist Mission at 
Serampore. Without entering upon the change that 
took place some time ago in his religious sentiments, 
when he threw up his connexion with that Mission, we 
think that this circumstance alone will be deemed suf- 
ficient to justify those from whom he has separated in 
excepting to any evidence he may have given to their 
prejudice. We shall presently see, however, that, four- 
teen or fifteen years ago, this gentleman bore unequi- 
vocal testimony to the fact, that there were at least 
300 Native converts, properly so called, then living, 
and in fiill communion with one or other of the Pro- 
testant Missionary Churches *. 

Dr. Wiseman gives next a similar account of the 
American Mission to the Burmese Empire ; but as he 
recurs to it again, I shall postpone the observations I 
have to make upon what he has said ; and proceed to 
the examination of another witness, to whose evidence 
he attaches great importance, introducing it in these 
words : — 

''It is acknowledged that the Indians have no objection 
whatsoever to go to the schools, and even to send their children, 

* Queries and Replies, p. 26. 
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but they are not led in any instance to embrace Christianity. 
This has been proved. Mr. Lushington, in a work publbhed 
in 1824, entitled * Charitable Institutions founded by the British 
in India/ enters into full and lengthened remarks on the sub- 
ject, and says, * It has been now proved that the Indians will 
allow their children to go to the schools, because they learn 
there reading and writing better than at others, but the result 
of it has not been one single case of conversion. Not only so, 
but actually Christianity is carefully excluded from the teaching 
of these schools, so frequented.' " (p. 133.) 

Mr. Lushington* was twenty-two years in India; 
during the greater part of which time he acted as one of 
the Secretaries, and for two years as Chief Secretary, 
to the Government in Bengal. He has stated, ia his 
evidence before a Committee of the House of Commons 
in 1832, that he had not much intercourse with the 
Natives himself in India, which is generally the case 
with gentlemen residing at the Presidencies. But I 
knew enough of Mr. Lushington to believe that he 
could not have written thus, to the disparagement 
of Christian Missions; and wrote to him, to ascer- 
tain the truth of the matter. The answer with which 
he has favoured me will furnish a sufficient reply to 
Dr. Wiseman's representation of his sentiments. In 
reference to the work he has quoted, Mr. Lushington 
writes: — 

^*' Edgeware, May 14,1837. 
" I do not discover any passage literally conforming to the 
quotation stated by you to have been taken from Dr. Wiseman's 
observations ; and it certainly conveys an erroneous impression 
of the convictions which I entertained in the year 1824. It is 
very likely I may have said, in substance, that the Natives pre- 
ferred the schools of the Missionaries, because the system of 
education was superior, and that it led to employment in the 
service of Government, and of Europeans generally ; and I 

• Charles Lushington, Esq., M.P. for Ashburton. 
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certainly may have throughout declared, that the actual *' auiho- 
ritaiwe** inculcation of Christianity in the schools was, and 
ought to be, discouraged by their patrons : but I never could 
have asserted that ' the result of it has not been one nngle 
case of conversion,' because in various places I quote instances 
of conversion. See pages 39, 47, 53,'^ — (he might have added, 
32, 39, 47—55, 82, 83, 101, 102, &c.)— "and more especially 
page 226, where I adduce the testimony of a reluctant witness'' 
— ^that of Mr. Adam just quoted — ** that the number of native 
converts, probably so called, now living, and in full communion 
with one or other of the Protestant Missionary Churches, does 
not exceed 300.' " 

In conclusion, Mr. Lushington states, that he thought 
the exertions of Missionaries '* in the cause of education 
had been eminently successfur' ; that he did not think 
that any considerable number of conversions " from 
the existing generation of bigoted Natives was to be 
expected, except under the influence of miraculous 
interposition"; and that, in the work referred to, he 
was conscious that he had '* not done that justice to the 
devotedness of Missionaries which" he is " now desirous 
to render and declare.'' 

I shall leave this without further conoiment, for the 
reader to compare with Dr. Wiseman's representation 
of this gentleman's sentiments. 

What he says, in the same paragraph, about Bishop 
Heber, and the Grammar School at Benares, has been 
already answered. To Henry Martyn I shall have 
occasion to refer more particularly in the sequel. 
When Dr. Wiseman tells us whence he procured the 
short extract he declares to be from '* the Report of the 
Church Missionary Society," I will look into it. He 
must say what Report, and what page. 

What he has asserted about the Scotch Missionary, 
Dr. Duff, I will leave to that gentleman to answer, as 
he is now in this country. I shall not be surprised, 
however, to find that he considers such a perversion of 
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his sentiments unworthy of notice. If I understand his 
Address to the General Assembly in 1835, and his 
Speech at the Anniversary of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety last year, his observations upon the necessity of an 
improved system of Education in India are not meant 
to apply to the numerous Mission Schools established 
throughout the country, where the instruction is as 
purely of a Christian character as that of the Parochial 
Schools in Scotland, and of the National Schools in 
England. Dr. Duff appeared to me to refer to those 
schools in Calcutta and other places where the Word 
of God is either excluded or only partially introduced. 
If I have misunderstood him, he may correct me, and 
I will make his correction as public as my mistake. 
But if I am right in this interpretation of his senti- 
ments, then I maintain, that they afford not a shadow of 
ground for Dr. Wiseman s conclusion, " that the system 
hitherto followed" — that is, for the propagation of 
Christianity in India — *' is considered '' by this zealous 
Missionary *' to have proved abortive and unsuc- 
cessful.'' (p. 135.) 

I shall now give what Dr. Wiseman calls his " general 
conclusion with regard to the whole of India " : (p. 122.) 

" So much, therefore, for the propagation of Christianity in 
India. You have seen how it is acknowledg^ed by the very 
persons who are interested in the success of these Missions, by 
persons who have all the means for arriving at correct infor- 
mation regarding them — and I have not quoted one single 
Catholic writer — you have seen from such authorities as these 
therefore, that hitherto, at least, nothing has been done which 
can be considered at all as demonstrative of the Divine 'Bless- 
ing upon the labours of those who have undertaken the task. 
Their labours may be considered as completely unsuccessful, 
because that after all, one or two, or even some hundreds, 
should join the Christian Religion, would not be wonderful in 
any case in whatever form presented to them, because there 
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will always be local and personal .interests, there will also be 
individual minds which will be led to embrace almost any 
system of opinions presented to them out of such an immense 
number of persons; and consequently thb is not what we 
understand, or what the Church has ever understood by the 
work of converting Heathen Nations to Christianity." (p. 123.) 

We have seen the nefarious method by which he 
has arrived at this conclusion ; and I leave it to the 
reader to say, whether its parallel is any where to be 
found, except in the annals of Jesuitical artifice. 

" Now,"' he says, " we will go to North America.*' 
— But we do not mean to follow him through the intri- 
cacies of his Western labyrinths. This we leave to 
others, who may be able to bring to the discussion the 
result of their own experience — if, indeed, he be deemed 
worthy of so much attention, after what has been seen, 
and what remains to be shown, of his mode of dealing 
with his authorities. Suffice it here to observe, that he 
seems to settle the question about the North- American 
Missions equally to his own satisfaction : not without 
declaring himself ** willing to acknowledge, that, within 
these four or five years, there has been, to all appear- 
ance, a most important change in this part of the 
Missionary district, in consequence of the work having 
been undertaken among some of the tribes, especially 
on the Mississippi, by an individual at least half native 
fee.*" He alludes to the Wesleyan Missionary, Jones, 
whom he describes : (p. 127.) But we do not thank 
him for liis concession ; for it is only meant to give a 
keener edge to the calumny that follows it. But the 
Societies for Promoting Christian Knowledge and for 
Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts stand too 
high in the estimation of the Church to suffer, in the 
least, from the slanders of one who has shown such a 
disregard for truth. Indeed, I feel that I have written 
enough to prove that his representations of Protestant 
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Missions in India are wholly undeserving of credit \ 

A witness, in any court of justice, convicted of half the 
falsehoods already proved against this Christian Teacher 
would have neutralized all his evidence. It were quite 
superfluous, therefore, to enter into all the trite calum- 
nies which he has repeated about the prodigal diffusion of 
the Bible, and the unholy uses made of it ; or about the 
unworthy motives that draw the children to the Mission 
Schools, which he is constrained to admit "are nu- 
merous" and " very well firequented." (pp. 133, &c.) 
These assertions have been answered again and again : 
I shall therefore take no further notice of them; but 
come at once to the inference which he draws, not from 
accredited facts, but from all that he has stated in his 
6th Lecture : — 

" I have endeavoured to choose my authorities as much as 
possible from Missionaries themselves, who have thus given 
their reports, or those who are in some way connected with 
these institntions ; and the result has, I think, been sacfa as, 
balanced with the means employed, with the immense resources 
both material and moral, with the wealth, and still more with 
the superior attainments of those who have gone forth, will 
justify what I have said. It has not been commensurate. 
Rather, if we are to look for the blessing of God upon the 
method of propagating the Faith which He has established : if 
the blessing is to be manifested by the success of those who 
undertake the task : if there was a promise given to those who 
succeeded the Apostles, not merely in their Ministry, not 
merely in their Doctrines, but in the very course they pursued, 
I say, we have every evidence here that it was not to this 
system to which the blessing of God was attached.'' (pp. 135, 
136.) 

A sufficient comment upon this conclusion is con- 
tained in the foregoing pages. The reader needs not 
to be told again, that it is drawn from a series of as- 
sumptions that have no foundation in truth. 
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By a similar process, the author finds no difficulty 
in arriving at the opposite inference respecting the 
cause of Rome. This ia the substance of his next Lec- 
ture ; to which I now proceed. 



LECTURE VII. 

According to his promise in the former Lecture, Dr. 
Wiseman now undertakes — " to show, from the progress, 
from the actual state of those efforts which had been made, and 
are daily making, by Catholic Missionaries, for the purpose of 
converting Infidels and Heathens to the faith of Christ — to show 
yon, that the Divine Blessing does appear to rest upon their 
efforts ; and that they succeeded in that very field where the 
others acknowledge that they have failed ; yea, and that they 
succeeded according to the confession of those very individuals. 
Such is, therefore, the task upon which I enter.'' (p. 138.) 

And I am quite prepared to follow him ; and pledge 
myself to prove, that his premises are as erroneous, 
and his conclusion as untenable, on this side of the 
discussion, as on the other. 

His assertions relating to the conversion of England 
to Christianity, by Austin, the emissary of the Bishop of 
Rome, in the sixth century, can impose upon no one 
who is acquainted with the early history of our Church. 
Bishop Stillingfleet has traced her origin, from unques- 
tionable authority, as far back as the age immediately 
succeeding that of the Apostles ; and has shown good 
reason to believe that St Paul passed over the British 
Channel from Spain, and founded the Church of Eng- 
land*. In the time of Constantius Chlorus, three 

* Origines Britannice, ch. 1. pp. 36 — 48. Bingham's Christian 
Antiquities, B. ix. ch. I. sec. 12. 
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centuries before the Mission of Austin from Rome, the 
Chm-ch of this country was in a flourishing condition ; 
and several of her bishops and subordinate ecclesiastics 
were in constant attendance at the court of Constantius, 
who commanded the Roman legion at York. From 
the favour shown by that General to the Church of 
Britain, and other indications of his mind, it is thought 
very probable that he embraced Christianity. There 
is little doubt that he confided the education of his son, 
afterwards Constantino the Great, to British ecclesias- 
tics, to whom, under God, he owed his conversion, and 
not to the Church of Rome. 

At the council of Aries, A.D. 314, three English 
bishops were present*: at the Councils of Sardica, 
A.D. 347, and of Ariminum, in 359, there were also 
several prelates from this country, who represented 
their own Church, without any mandate from Gaul, 
Rome, or other foreign bishops f. 

The British Churches continued to enjoy their ancient 
liberty until the arrival of Austin, and, with him, 
forty monks from Rome, in the sixth century. His 
object was to bring this country under subjection to 
the Roman Church ; but feeling at a loss how to ma- 
nage the British bishops, he wrote to Gregory I. for 
instructions. That Pope gave him the fullest commis- 
sion he could desire, subjecting all the bishops to his 
authority ; desiring him, by his word, to teach the un- 
learned, and strengthen the weak ; and, by his power, 
to correct the disobedient. Thus instructed, he re- 
quested, and, through the influence of Ethelbert, king 
of Kent, obtained an interview with the bishops in 
those parts. They met near Worcester ; but Austin 
found the bishops too intractable for his purpose ; and 

* Stillingfleet, ch. 2. pp. 75 &c. Bingham, B. ix. ch. 6. sec. 20. 
Socrates Schol. lib. v. ch. 8. Note (Valesius)/. 
t Socrates, ibid. Stillingfleet, ch. 3. p. 136 &c. 
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the assembly broke up without making the smallest 
concession to his demands. They gave him, however, 
a second meeting; which was attended by seven bishops, 
and several ecclesiastics from the celebrated monastery 
at Bangor, with their learned abbot, Dinothus, at their 
head. At this conference, Austin complained that they 
did many things contrary to the Roman Church : but 
seeing how tenacious they were of their own customs, 
and desirous, above all things, of establishing the 
Pope's supremacy in England, he offered to tolerate all 
their ** other customs, though contrary to their own,'^ 
provided they would conform to the Church of Rome 
in only three particulars; — the time of celebrating 
Easter; the mode of administering baptism; and the 
preaching of the Word of God to the Saxons of the 
English nation who were not yet converted*. Austin 
little thought what an important fact he was by this 
proposal establishing, in proof of the British Churches' 
independence of Rome before his arrival. But his 
concessions were now as unavailing as his entreaties 
had been at the former conference. Dinothus told him 
plainly, in the name of the bishops present, and of all 
the Britannic Churches, that they owed the subjection 
of brotherly kindness and charity to the Church of God, 
and to the Pope of Rome, and to all Christians, to love 
every one, in his degree, in perfect charity : but other 
obedience than that, they did not know to be due to 
him whom he called Pope ; and, for their parts, they 
were under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Caer-Leon 
upon Uske, who was, under God, their spiritual over- 
seer and director. He also defended, ''with great 
learning and gravity,'^ the power of their own Metro- 
politan ; and maintained, that it was not for the British 

* Stillingfleet, ch. 4. pp. 216 &c. Bedn Hist. Ecol. lib. ii. c. 2, 

E 
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interest to own either the Roman pride or the Saxon 
tyranny*. 

Austin now lost all patience: seeing how fruitless 
his endeavours to conciliate these bold men were likely 
to prove, he resolved to use a very different expedient 
to bring them to subjection. He threatened them with 
war ; which, at his instigation, " EthelMdus, king of the 
Northumbrians, waged against them ; wherein no less 
than twelve hundred British ecclesiastics were slain 
at one time." Bede relates, that they were put to 
death while engaged in prayer for the success of their 
countrymen, when fighting in defence of their religion, 
against the tyrannical assumptions of Romef- 

Though all this is matter of history, yet Romanists 
persist in claiming the primitive Church of England 
as a daughter of Rome. To their taunt, ** Where was 
your Church, before Luther ?'' we will not content our- 
selves with the reply that has been shrewdly given — 
" Where yours never was — ^in the Bible"; but will add 
the judicious answer of our own Bishop Reynolds : — 
" That Reformation,"" says this devout and learned 
prelate, " did not new make the Church, but purge it. 
And that it stood in need of purging, the papists them- 

* Stillingfleet^ ch. 5. pp. 356 &c. Bingham^ B. ii. ch. 18. sec. 2. ; 
and B. ix. ch. 1. sec. 11. — ^The two principal authorities used hy hoth 
these authors are, Gildas, a British Christian of the sixth century, 
and Bede, an Anglo-Saxon of the seventh century. As the latter 
joined the Roman Church, his testimony in favour of the indepen- 
dence of the British Church up to the period of Austin's Mission is 
very important. 

t Bedse Hist. Eccl. lib. i. ch. 27 ; lib. ii. c. 2. — See Mr. Whee- 
lock's Notes on the latter chapter ; also the Notes of Valesius on 
Socrates, just referred to. The whole of the Note (/) in that place 
(English Translation, fol. 1680) enters fully into the argument, and 
proves that the British Church was entirely independent of Rome 
prior to the arrival of Austin. 
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selves were fain to confess, and declare to the world, in 
their Council of Trent. Only herein is the difference : 
the Council pretended a reformation in points of disci- 
pline and manners; and we made a reformation in 
points of doctrine too/' — " We are not another Church, 
newly started up, but the same which before, from the 
Apostles' times, held the common and necessary grounds 
of Faith and Salvation ; which grounds, being in latter 
ages perverted and overturned by Antichristianism, 
have been by valiant champions for the faith of Christ 
therefrom vindicated, who have only pruned the Lord's 
Vine, and picked out the stones, and driven out the 
boars out of His vineyard, but have not made either 
one or other new *.'*' 

The last Bishop of Salisbury, Dr. Burgess, has' re- 
viewed this subject, in a manner that one would think 
sufficient to set the question at rest f . Dr. Wiseman 
alludes to that prelate's work ; and yet, without at- 
tempting to show the inaccuracy of one of his state- 
ments, re-asserts all that has been said about Austin^s 
introduction of Christianity into England, as though 
the fact had never been disputed. 

Our Lord and His Apostles wrought miracles, and 
thereby proved that their instruction was from Heaven : 
(John iii. 2, 9, 16, 33. x. 37, 38. Acts x. 38 : &c. &c.) 
We cannot be surprised, therefore, that, in the absence 
of Scriptural authority for her pretensions, the Church 
of Rome should labour so hard to prove that her 
emissaries in different ages and countries were enabled 
by similar means to confirm their doctrines. Accord- 
ingly, this honour is claimed for Francis Xavier, the 

* Bishop Reynolds on Psalm ex. 2. Folio^d. p. 434. 

•f* See Burgess's " Tracts on the Origin and Independence of the 
Ancient British Church ; on the Supremacy of the Pope ; and the In- 
consistency of all Foreign Jurisdiction with the British Constitution ; 
and on the Differences between the Churches of England and Rome,^* 

e2 
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first Jesuit Missionary to India: and hence Dr. Wise- 
man infers, in limine, the truth of his cause. I have 
read the Life of F. Xavier with attention, and found it 
almost as full of miracles, attributed to him, as livy's 
History of Rome is of prodigies : but I can nowhere 
find that he himself claims the honour of having 
wrought one miracle. The gift of tongues would have 
been a most valuable acquisition in his visits to the 
Continent of India and the Eastern Islands : yet we 
find him lamenting, even in some of his last letters, his 
inability to make himself understood by the Natives. 
Baldffius, and others, may have said, " that it was firmly 
believed, by all the Indians in the South of India, that 
St Francis Xavier had performed such miracles as 
obliged them to become members of the Christian Re- 
ligion :"" (pp. 140, 1 41.) I say the same of many of that 
ignorant and credulous people, in my time. But is that 
any proof that he did perform them ? They will believe 
any thing that their priests tell them of this " Apostle 
of India."" They actually pray and make pooja, that 
is, perform religious ceremonies, to him, as their tute- 
lary saint ; and go on pilgrimage to an altar dedicated 
to him in the South, just as the Heathen do to their 
most celebrated idols. The less Dr. Wiseman, or any 
other Romish advocate, says about these miracles, the 
better will he consult the interests of his caitse, with 
all reasonable men. 

He next gives an account of several Institutions 
of the Roman Church for training persons to serve in 
their Missions (p. 141). Why did he not give a simi- 
lar account of several establishments instituted by 
Protestants for the same purpose? The omission 
would convey the idea that we had no such institu- 
tions ; and that, therefore, the Romanists were much 
more attentive than Protestants to this important 
duty. This does not look like a fair and impartial 
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statement of both sides of the case, which he is perpe- 
tually assuring his auditors that he is giving them. 

Then, having in his own way shown, as we have 
seen, that only five Protestant Societies had in one year 
devoted half a million to the work of conversion 
(p. 112), he now presents his own cause in another 
striking point of contrast, asserting, that he is " quite 
sure"'* that the Romish Missionary Institutions do 
not devote, " most certainly,'' " more than 40 or 
60,000/. a year ; which is not so much as several So- 
cieties, individually, in this country, are in the habit 
of collecting :'' (p. 142.) Notwithstanding these strong 
asseverations — and they are iterated throughout his 
work — we cannot but feel a little suspicious of his state- 
ments. Indeed, when a man takes so much pains to 
assure you that he is telling the truth, while he pro- 
duces nothing to confirm his mere ipse dixit, you can- 
not help feeling your confidence in his veracity shaken 
by the very means he takes to insure it, especially 
if you happen ever to have convicted him of a depar* 
ture from truth. 

However, taking the opposite accounts as he has 
stated them, and considering the vast numerical majo- 
rity of the members of the Romish Church in all 
Europe over Protestants of different Denominations in 
Great Britain, we demand. How does it happen, if the 
cause of Rome be true, and the other false, that these 
pecuniary results are so disproportioned to their re- 
spective communities ? — By their fruits ye may know 
them. 

After shomng, as he says, that the English have 
made no converts in India, and hence proving that the 
English Clergy there have comparatively little to do; 
and then asserting, that the Romanists have made 
600,000 converts, and hence demonstrating that they 
must have a great deal to do ; he proceeds to state the 
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vast disparity between the Government allowances to 
the two systems : — " For the Episcopal Established 
Church, 8 1 1,430 rupees ; for the Scotch Church, 53,077 ; 
for the Catholic Church, 10,168." (p. 142.) Upon this 
statement of the case, the disproportion were as mon- 
strous as he wishes to make it appear. But the whole is 
a gross fallacy — another Jesuitical device to strengthen 
his case. He makes his calculation on the assumption 
that the claims of these Churches on Government are 
equal : whereas, it is well known that the Clergy of 
the Established Churches of England and Scotland are 
sent out expressly for the European servants of Go- 
vernment and the British troops, of whom, instead of 
the insignificant number he insinuates, there are be- 
tween thirty and forty thousand ; and if divided equally 
among the chaplains, they would give to each between 
four and five hundred. I do not mean to say that they 
are so divided ; for the nature of the service renders 
that impracticable. At some of the stations, the resi- 
dents are considerably below that number; but at 
others they greatly exceed it At the Pl'esidencies and 
military cantonments, for instance, the chaplains have 
sometimes between one and two thousand under their 
spiritual charge ; and everywhere they need never be 
without ample employment. For four years I occu- 
pied one of the smallest chaplains' stations in South 
India, but my time was fully taken up with my duties. 
Indeed, the ecclesiastical establishment, instead of ex- 
ceeding what the service requires, is very inadequate ; 
for there are many important stations still unprovided 
with chaplains. Of this fact Dr. Wiseman must have 
been aware, from the Journals of Bishop Heber and 
Henry Martyn, which he has searched so diligently, 
and used so unfairly, to serve his own cause. What 
then becomes of his vaunted candour ? 
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This deficiency was brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment by Bishop Middleton, soon after his first visitation 
of his extensive diocese. The Europeans, civil and mi- 
litary, were scattered over a vast extent of coun- 
try, stretching from the 8th to the 28th degree 
of North latitude. The ecclesiastical establishment 
was '* wholly insu£Scient to satisfy the religious neces- 
sities of the country. No one clergyman was within 
many days^ journey of another. In several places, even 
where a considerable Christian congregation might 
be collected, no clerical persons were seen for many 
years. Many of the civil servants in India might be 
said to be almost in a state of excommunication from 
Christian Ordinances, for twenty years together, with 
the exception of the opportunities afforded by an occa- 
sional visit to the seat of Government Not only the 
offices for marriage and burial, but that of baptism 
also, were continually ministered by lay persons; 
generally, though not always, by the magistrate or 
commanding officer of the station. Numbers of young 
men, who received their appointments to India at a 
very early age, were left wholly without public reli- 
gious instruction ; and, consequently, were in danger 
of sinking, gradually and silently, into a state of virtual 
apostacy*r 

In consequence of the bishop's representations, the 
number of chaplains was soon augmented ; but by no 
means to an adequate amount ; insomuch, that his suc- 
cessor. Bishop Heber, about twelve years after, found 
the same cause of complaint. 

*' From the provinces of Bengal he writes,t that ' there are, 
on the whole, more Native Christians than he calculated on 

* Le Baa' Life of Bishop Middleton, vol. I. p. 83. 
t Ibid. rol. II. pp. 386—388. Life of Bishop Heber, vol. II. p. 265, 
193. 
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finding : — ^but,' he adds, ' if the number of Native Ghnstians is 
not great, that of European Christians, even independent of 
the army, is far greater than he expected; — ^that the anxiety for 
more chaplains is exceedingly painful to witness ; their paucity 
is really most grievous : many very important stations are at 
this moment as effectually cut off from preaching and the 
Sacraments, as if they were in the centre of China!' In addi- 
tion to these expressions, we may appeal to the language of 
his Charge to the Clergy, in which he adverts to the same 
painful subject, and which is too remarkable to be altogether 
omitted here. After expressing his gratitude for some mea^ 
sures calculated to give increased effect to their ministerial 
labours, he is induced to mention the very great deficiency, in 
numerical strength, of the Clergy on the Indian Establishment. 
' Of twenty-eight chaplains assigned by the Honourable Com- 
pany to the Presidency of Fort William, fifteen only are now 
on their posts and effective. Five are> firom ill health and 
other unavoidable causes, at present absent on furlough; 
while, of the remaining eight appointments, no fewer than 
seven are represented as vacant, the clergyman who fills the 
eighth only being reported on his voyage from England.' 

*' The consequence has been, that, even in Calcutta and its 
vicinity, some churches must have been shut up, but for the 
occasional help of Clergymen and Missionaries not in the 
Company's service; — that at Cawnpoor, a single Labourer is 
rinking under the duty of a military cantonment, about five 
mUes in lengtii, containing two places of worship, two burial- 
grounds, two distinct establishments of barracks, schools, and 
hospitals, and for which the wisdom of Qovernment had desig- 
nated two resident ministers ; while in the other Mofusril pro- 
vinces, some of the most important stations are addressing to 
me, almost daily, their earnest, and, unhappily, their unavailing 
applications, for that comfort and instruction, whic)), ii^ our 
own country, is accessible to all. 

" This is a state of things, beyond a doubt, sufficiently 
lamentable. It presents the revolting spectacle of a nation 
almost without a priesthood to the Romanists who dwell among 
us, and to the surrounding Heathen. It has a tendency to 
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increase itself, and its own evils, by oppressing and overpower- 
ing the strength of those Labourers who still continae in the 
vineyard. And it excludes, in the worst and most effectual 
manner, from the teaching and ordinances of our Religion, the 
daily increasing multitude of our countrymen and their 
descendants, of whom by far the gpreater part aire still ardently 
attached to the faith and worship of their fathers.''* 

This prelate^s representations have also met with 
some attention, and the full complement of chap- 
lains at the three Presidencies amounts at present to 
eighty-eight ; but, from the causes assigned by Bishop 
Heber, very often not more than three-fourths of these 
are effective. A single fact will prove that the supply 
is still very inadequate. Of four stations under the 
Madras Presidency, that in 1816 and 1817 were supplied 
for the first time with chaplains in consequence of 
Bishop Middleton^s report, not one has had a chaplain 
for several years past. It wiW also give an idea of the 
great demand for clergymen in India, to state, that, 
like Henry Martyn, they are frequently required to 
travel a hundred miles, to marry, and perform other 
clerical functions. If, then, they had none but their 
own countrymen to attend 4x), these would find them 
ample occupation. But, besides the Europeans, who 
have an undoubted claim on the Government for a com- 
petent supply of clergy, there is a vast and rapidly in- 
creasing body of Anglo-Indians all over the country, 
the greater part of whom speak the language and 
belong to the Church of their fathers. These also have 
a claim on Government for religious instruction — 
a claim that, I believe, has never been denied: and in 
the Black Town at Madras they have a church and 
chaplain assigned for their accommodation. 

When, therefore, Dr. Wiseman describes the services 
of the Indian clergy in such contemptuous terms, we 

* Bishop Heber^s Charge, p. 4. 
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beg to ask what claim he has to prefer in behalf of 
the Romish priesthood, that can be compared to this? 
Of what class of persons do they consist? With the 
exception of a few foreigners, some of whom preside 
over their seminaries, they consist generally of what 
the Abb6 Dubois calls " a Black Clergy,"" that is, coun- 
try-born Portuguese. Receiving a very limited edu- 
cation in India, brought up with their native habits, 
and restricted by the laws of their Church from mar- 
rying, their wants, as M. Dubois concedes, are very 
few. But what are their claims upon Government, to 
supply those wants ? If a comparison is to be insti- 
tuted between them and any other class of religious 
teachers, it can only be with those who are employed 
in a similar manner, that is to say, the Protestant 
Missionaries, with their native priests, catechists, and 
schoolmasters. Dr. Wiseman owns that Government 
contributes annually to the "Romish Missions 10,000 
rupees — an important concession for him to make, 
though it is little more than two-thirds of the amount 
they actually receive. He has omitted, also, to de- 
duct from the 600,000 Native Christians, for whose 
religious instruction he complains that so scanty a 
pittance is allowed, the 140,000 that the Abb6 Dubois 
assigns to the Island of Ceylon. So that, with the 
figures thus corrected, the British Government an- 
nually appropriates nearly * 16,000 rupees to the 
Romish Missionaries for the support of their several 
establishments. If any party has reason to complain, 
it is that of the Protestant Missionaries, to whom no 
allowance is made by the Indian Government. 

But while I thus argue upon Dr. Wiseman's state- 

* The sums are^ for Ben^l 4,800 

Madras 5,922 

Bombay 4,080 

Sicca Rupees... 14,808 
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ment of the case, I do not wish to be understood as 
assenting to its accuracy. I do not believe that the 
Government grant them this large sum for Missionary 
purposes, but for the services they perform for the 
Romanists among the British troops. It cannot be 
thought that a ^otestant Government would show 
such partiality for Romish Missionaries, to the neglect 
of those who are propagating their own creed. And 
while they recognise the claim of the Romish priests who 
minister to the British troops, it ought to be remem- 
bered that Protestant Missionaries have an equal claim 
upon them; — a claim, indeed, that has sometimes been 
answered when made, for religious services performed 
at the request of the Company's servants These ser- 
vices, however, are often rendered gratuitously. 

This appears to be the fair way of viewing the com- 
parative claims of the two parties ; but it completely 
obviates the effect intended to be produced by Dr. 
Wiseman's way of putting it The Romish Missio- 
naries have no more demand . upon Government 
than the Protestant; yet they have received much 
greater assistance, and have cause, therefore, for gra- 
titude, rather than complaint. But what have Jesuits 
ever shown of gratitude ? 

Notwithstanding the disadvantageous circumstances 
that he has thus described. Dr. Wiseman promises to 
prove, chiefly from the reports of Protestants, "that the 
Catholic Missionaries have been successful on the very 
ground where they acknowledged that they have faUed."*^ 
He then says — 

" The first authority which I shall bring, is that of Bishop 
Heber, in his visit throughout hb extensive diocese.'' (p. 145.) 

Yet, after all, what does he prove from that pre- 
late's Journal ? Why, that the Romish Christians in 
India are more numerous than the Protestant. — But 
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who denies this ? And who can be surprised at it, when 
we remember that their Missionaries have been at work 
there for three centuries ; and the Protestant, in South 
India, only one century, and in North India not half a 
century ? Besides,had the period of then- operations been 
more equal, such a numerical result would be easily 
accounted for, by reference to the system of accom- 
modation which the Jesuits have pursued, and to their 
shameful compromise to the superstitions and debasing 
customs of the Hindoos : for this mode of proceeding 
was much more acceptable to that idolatrous and sen- 
sual people, than the self-denying precepts and Scrip- 
tural doctrines of Protestant Missionaries. But to this 
we shall have again to recur: — in the mean time, the 
reader will judge in whose favour all this preponderates. 
To prove that the work of conversion is still going 
on in their Missions, Dr. Wiseman has given one or 
two extracts from "private letters'" of "the Catholic 
bishops "*; — a very convenient way of making out his 
case. But, after what we have seen of the little scruple 
with which he perverts any thing and every thing to 
subserve his purpose, he must not be surprised if we 
receive with considerable distrust whatever rests upon 
his own word. However, let us look at the intelligence 
that is so satisfactory to his own mind :-— 

** In 1825, a Missionary who arrived and was immediately 
sent to the interior of the provinces afler some study of the lan- 
guage, in a few months commenced his course of preaching, 
and, according to his return, in the space of a year and a half 
he had baptized sixty-three Natives and adults. Another Mis- 
sionary at Darmaboory had admitted 200 adults to baptism. 
' These Missions in the interior,' says another, ' are exceedingly 
interesting, not only on account of the fervour of the Christians, 
but also on account of the success which the Apostolic men 
obtained among the Natives.' One of them has admitted 
within these few days eighteen numerous families to the font of 
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baptism. Another Missionary also writes, that he has been 
blessed with considerable success ; that he has had to add to 
his ordinary labours much extraordinary fatigue ; but that it is 
a sweet and pleasant trouble, inasmuch as he received twenty- 
two adults, Soodras, into the Christian Reli^n : and he says, 
'Every convert, almost, that I have received, belongs to a 
superior caste.* ** (p. 147.) 

Without questioning the truth of this statement, we 
refer him, not to "private letters,'' but to the very 
Missionary publications that he has quoted, for the most 
circumstantial proofs that can be reasonably required, 
that Protestant Missions are advancing, with equal, not 
to say greater, rapidity. We have seen what use he has 
surreptitiously made of my Reply to the Abb6 Dubois. 
In that work he must have read, at p. 180, the following 
account of the progress of the Tinnevelly Mission, 
belonging to the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, during the first four years of its revival, after 
a long suspension of Missionary superintendence: 

In 1817 25 

1818 62 

1819 34 

1820 , .122 

Total 233 

In the same publication it is stated of other Missio- 
nary Societies, which had been established a very few 
years— the Baptist, the Methodist, the London, the 
Scottish, and the American— that they could already 
enumerate nearly 3000 converts, who had renounced 
all their superstitions, embraced the Christian Faith 
upon principle, were living according to the Saviour's 
commands, and thus adorning their profession, in the 
midst of idolatry and iniquity. 

"The strictest attendon," it was stated, **is paid to their 
moral conduct : and when it is not in conformity with their 
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profession, they are suspended, and denied the privilege of 
commnnion, until the Missionary b satisfied as to the rancerity 
of their repentance. Many have died in the faith, and g^ven 
proof that Divine Grace had regenerated their hearts.'' (p. 1 90.) 

I do not adduce tliis as our strongest evidence of the 
success of Protestant Missions, but as testimony con- 
tained in a work that we know Dr. Wiseman has read, 
and cuUed for his own purpose : and we have a right to 
demand why he took no notice of it, when professing 
to give an impartial view of both sides of the case ? 
His answer may be anticipated — That would not have 
been convenient 

His next object is, to prove the respectable character 
of the Romish converts ; and he pretends to be much 
scandalized by the opposite account that Bishop Heber 
gave of them. After quoting the evidence of several 
persons, to the effect that some Romanists had been 
admitted to situations of respectability in the public 
service — ^which fact tells no more for his cause than for 
ours, since many Protestants, also, are employed under 
Government, in posts of equal responsibility — he pro- 
ceeds to quote Henry Martyn in their favour, again 
passing a merited eulogium on the character of that 
devoted servant of God. And what is his testimony, 
to which Dr. Wiseman attaches so much importance ? 
He has given it thus : — " Certainly there is infinitely 
better discipline in the Romish Church than in ours : and 
if ever I were to be the pastor of Native Christians'" — 
** which till then he acknowledges he was not*" — no, 
and for a good reason ; he had only just arrived there, 
and had never before occupied a station in the country 
where a Native Church existed — "I should endeavour 
to govern with equal strictness*." Now see the use 
that Dr. Wiseman makes of this extract : — 

* See Memoir of Rev. Henry Martyn, by the Rev. John Sargent. 
Tenth Edition, (p. 300.) 
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*' So that MaTt3rn produces the condiict of Catholic congre- 
gations, pastors, and people, as the model he intended to follow 
if he were placed in a similar condition. Does that show that 
he considered them as of an inferior character to those whom 
he hoped to convert? He would not produce as models, 
individuals who fell under the ordinary standard of good 
character." (p. 149.) 

The Letter of Henry Martyn, from which this passage 
is extracted, justifies no such inference as this. He was 
writing from Dinapore, which station he had recently 
joined ; and he found the European inhabitants, who 
had been for years unaccustomed to the Ordinances of 
the Church, very unwilling to listen to his instructions 
and reproofs. Seeing that the Romanists of the regi- 
ment showed a becoming deference to their priest, he 
very naturally contrasted it with the disrespect with 
which he was treated by some of his flock, and expressed 
the desire to see greater discipline in our Church 
that has just been quoted. He is not, as Dr. Wiseman 
asserts, speaking of individuals and their characters, 
whether pastors or people, as models for his imi- 
tation : his remarks refer solely to discipline. There are 
but few Protestant Ministers that would refuse to join 
him in the wish to be permitted to exercise a salutary 
discipline over their flocks ; but it is hard to imagine 
one that would desire to establish such a system of 
ecclesiastical police as is kept up by means of the Ro- 
mish auricular confession. A Protestant Minister that 
should think of setting up such a system of priestcraft 
as that by which the Roman Church holds her mem- 
bers in bonds, would be unworthy of the liberty of the 
Gospel. Such a mioister was not Henry Martyn. 

A few extracts from his correspondence will show 
how far Dr. Wiseman has here done justice to his sen- 
timents. I trust they will not be thought too long, 
when it is considered with what confidence our author 
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appeals to his evidence. Let us begin with his opinion 
oT the Romish priests : — 

'* So much for this Mussulman Lord : now" for Antichrist in 
another shape — the Popish Padre, Julius Caesar. I asked him 
whether the doctrine I had heard from the Frandscan Brethren 
in America was Ids — ' Extra Ecclesiam Romanam solus non 
esse potest '?l He said that it was a question on which disputa- 
tions were constantly held at Rome. By some means we got 
upon the additions made to the Commandments by the Church 
of Rome: he said that Christianity without Councils was a 
dty without walls; and that Luther, Calvin, &c. had made 
additions : all which I denied, and showed him the last verses 
in the Revelation. Upon the whole, our conversation seemed 
without benefit*' (pp. 296, 297). 

*' Who would think that we should have to combat Antichrist 
again at this day ? I feel my spirit roused to preach against 
popery, with all the zeal of Luther. How small and unimpor- 
tant are the hair-splitting disputes of the blessed people at 
Home, compared with the formidable agents of the devil with 
whom we have to combat here! There are four castes of peo- 
pie in India : the first. Heathen ; the second, M ahomedans ; 
the third. Papists ; the fourth. Infidels. Now, I trust that you 
and I are sent to fight this four-faced devil ; — and, by the help 
of the Lord Jesus, whom we serve, we will ! . I was rather ap- 
prehensive yesterday that my female hearers would have forsaken 
me; but they came as usual; and the words 'Search the 
Scriptures' occurring in the chapter of the day, I took occasion 
to point out to them the wickedness of the Church of Rome, in 
forbidding the use of the Scriptures." (p. 299). 

" Last Tuesday the Padre, Julius Ceesar, came and staid 
with me four hours. We argued with great vehemence : when 
I found that he had nothing to say in defence of the adoration 
of the Virgin Mary and the Saints, I solemnly charged him and 
his Church with the sin of idolatry : — ^he started ; and said, that 
if I had uttered such a sentiment in Italy, I should have been 
burned.'' (p. 301.) 

This is enough to show his judgment of their priests. 
Next, let us see what he says of the flock. 
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^* So much as Mr. Martyn was concerned for the salvation 
of the Heathen, it will readily be surmised that the state of the 
Native Christians, — sunk as they were into a condition of equal 
i^orance and wickedness with the Heathen, — would excite his 
peculiar sympathy and anxiety. Their lamentable case was 
never forgotten by him. At the commencement of the present 
year, especially, it lay so near his heart, that he resolved to 
ascertain what might be effected at Patna in behalf of those 
wretched people, who ' had a name to livei but were dead.' 
Without loss of time, therefore, he made an offer to the Roman 
Catholics there, of preaching to them on Sundays ; but the pro- 
posal was rejected." (p. 285.) 

Some of the women, however, were afterwards in- 
duced to listen to him ; but they gave him very little 
satisfaction ; and he wrote to tlie Rev. D. Corrie, lament- 
ing their hopeless condition, (p. 30Q.) 

He had to deplore similar ignqrance and superstition 
among the Romanists in the regiment. For instance, 
he writes — 

^' The men are fast dying in the Hospital ; yet they would 
rather be sent to Patna for some holy oil, than hear the Word 
of Eternal Life," 

Of some of the Protestant soldiers he gives a different 
account :— 

•* Two or three of my evening hearers are in the Hospital ; 
one is prepared to die : blessed sight !" (p. 303.) 

All this does not look very much like an admiration 
of the priests or their flocks. If he saw any thing in 
their discipline to approve, their conduct in admitting 
proselytes from Heathenism he highly reprobated, and 
determined to avoid. On this subject he wrote-— 

" The cause we undertake, is, if possible, more odious and 
contemptible in the eyes of the people of this country than it 
was in the primitive times ; and that because of the misconduct 
of the Roman-Catholic Mismonaries, in administering baptism 
to people without repentance. It i? no more than natural that 

F 
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' Chrisdan' should be a name of execration, to those who know 
no more of Christianity than what they have hitherto observed 
in this country." (p. 246.) 

Instead of imitatiDg this, he resolved to adopt a more 
consistent course, in tiie reception of converts, than that 
of the Romish Priests. 

*• With respect to the convernon of the Natives to the Tiomi- 
nal profession of Chrbtianity» in Mr. Martyn's opinion, the 
difficulty was by no means great He was surprised at the 
laxity of principle which seemed to prevail among* them ; and 
could well perceive that the idea of embracing the religion of 
the English was very pleasant to the Pundit, and to other Hin- 
doos. But he did not fail to explain to them, *' that it was no 
object of his to make them ' Feringees,' " in the sense in which 
they understood it ; and assured them, that if all the Brahmins 
and Rajahs of the country would come to him for baptism, he 
would not baptize them, except he believed that they repented, 
and would renounce the world.*' (p. 234.) 

Consulting his friend, Mr. Corrie, on the case of a can- 
didate for baptism, of whom he stood in doubt, he says — 

'' I cannot tell what to do ; but I seem almost resolved not 
to administer the Ordinance, till convinced in my own mind of 
the true repentance of the person. The eventual benefit will 
be great, if we both steadily adhere to this purpose : they will 
see that our Christians and those of the Papists are different ; 
and will be led to investigate what it is, which, in our opinion, 
is wanted.** 

The biographer remarks — 

" The determination to reject those candidates for admission 
into the Church of England, who were manifestly ignorant of the 
spirit of Christianity, though convinced of the truth of it, was 
fully adopted by Mr. Martyn, after mature consideration ; and 
the decision was doubtless agreeable to the Word of God, and to 
the practice of the primitive times." (pp. 265, 266.) 

Such being the unmutilated evidence of Henry Mar- 
tyn, both as to priests and people in the Romish Church, 
it is important to know what testimony Dr. Wiseman 
himself bears to the character of this witness. 



LETTER TO DR. WISEMAN. 



67 



'* I quote him with pleasure, because it b impossible to read 
his work, without being satisfied that he was a mau of the 
simplest mind, and of the most devotional character." (p. 149.) 

But he felt this ** pleasure^ when quoting him, in his 
Jesuitical way, to serve his own crooked purpose. 
Whether he is likely to feel the same on reading these ex- 
tracts of the contrary tendency, the reader will judge. 

The testimony of Dr. Buchanan, which he has next 
quoted in a similar manner, is precisely to the same 
efiect (p. 150). But, not to expose myself to the 
imputation of dwelling only on Protestant evidence, 
though it be that to which Dr. Wiseman has appealed 
in terms of commendation, I will go at once to the 
testimony of a man of his own order — the Abbe Dubois, 
for many years a Jesuit Missionary in Mysore — who 
gives the following account of the Romish converts, as 
the result of his experience : — 

'* During the long period I have lived in India, in the capa- 
city of a Missionary, I have made, with the assistance of a 
Native Missionary, in all, between two and three hundred con- 
verts, of both sexes. Of this number, two-tlurds were pariahs, 
or beggars ; and the rest were composed of sudrasy vagrants, 
and outcasts of several tribes, who, being without resource, 
turned Christians, in order to form new connections, chiefly for 
the purpose of marriage, or with some other interested views. 
Among them are to be found some also who believed them- 
sdves to be possessed by the devil ; and who turned Christians, 
after having been assured that on their receiving baptism the 
unclean spirits would leave them, never to return ; and I will 
declare it, with shame and confusion, that I do not remember 
any one who may be said to have embraced Christianity from 
conviction, and through quite disinterested motives. Among 
these new converts, many apostatized, and relapsed into Pa- 
ganism, finding that the Christian Religion did not afford them 
the temporal advantages they had looked for in embracing it ; 

and I am verily ashamed, that the resolution I have taken to 

F 2 
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declare the whole truth on this subject forces me to make the 
humiliating avowal, that those who oontuiued Christians are the 
very worst among my flock. 

" I know that my Brother-Missionaries in other parts of the 
country, although more active, and more zealous, perhaps, than 
myself, have not been more fortunate, either in the number or 
the quality of their proselytes." {Letters^ pp. 134, 135.) 

What will Dr. Wiseman make of this for his cause ? 
He has quoted, as we have seen, this Jesuit Missio- 
nary's testimony in favour of some Romish proselytes 
who had obtained situations under Government : but 
he has omitted to notice, that, in writing to another 
correspondent, he describes the converts generally in 
these debasing terms : — 

" As a friend of yours, my dear Sir, I shall surely never 
advise you, after the knowledge I have obtained of the character 
of the Hindoos, to trust, in any capacity whatever, a Native 
who has renounced, or who slights the usages of his caste, or 
the prejudices of the country, I shall, above all, never advise 
you to make such a man your butler or your treasurer. In 
the former case, you would soon find that your liquors were 
fast wasting ; and in the latter, you would, ere long, find a 
large deficit in your chest For you may at the first outset, 
and without farther inquiries, judge, that a person of this 
description is a quite lost character, and that his first steps to 
improvement, afler having renounced the usages and prejudices 
of his caste, will be to turn a drunkard and a rogue. The 
more nice and scrupulous a Native is in the observance of his 
usages and practices, both religious and profane, the more 
worthy will he prove of your trust and confidence. Such is 
the result of my observations on the subject, during a period of 
more than tlurty years.'' (p. 164.) 

It is not my business to attempt to reconcile these 
extraordinary sentiments with the character of a Chris- 
tian Minister^ and the duties of a Christian Missionary. 
It is enough for me to show, that I can do without 



LETTER TO DR. WISEMAN. 69 

Protectant evidence, in order to confute Dr. Wiseman's 
assertions about the unexceptionable character of their 
converts in India. 

He gives the following account of the Syrian Chris- 
tians on the coast of Malabar : — 

*' When the Portuguese first arrived in India, they found 
congregations of Syrian Christians, who knew nothing whatever 
of any Christian community on earth except one under a 
Nestorian Patriarch at Mosul ; and we have a letter they wrote 
to him, giving a description of the bbhop, and of the indivi- 
duals landed on the coast, and expressed satisfaction in finding 
men who agreed with them so far in doctrine on every point. 
Upon the representations made to them by the Catholics, and 
upon cooling to a conference with them, the consequence was, 
that one half of these — perhaps there may be 20 or 30 or even 
50,000 — became Catholics, and have remained so ever since, 
having their own bishop and their own priests — who have the 
Liturgy in their own language — in Syriac, which to them now is 
perfectly a dead language ; and, consequently, they form a body 
there much the same as the united Greeks in Greece, or the 
united Syrians in Palestine." (p. 151.) 

This is a most erroneous representation^ first, of the 
state of the Syrian Community, when the Portuguese 
first arrived on the coast of Malabar ; secondly, of the 
means used by the Monks to induce them to join the 
Romish Church ; and, lastly, of the result^. 

1. The following Tables will, show how widely the 
Syrian Churches difiered from that of Rome, at the time 
of, and long after, their discovery by the Portuguese. 
They were drawn up by Dr. Geddes, from the Decrees 

* The history of the Syrian Church in Malabar at that period 
was written by Antonio Gouvea, in Portuguese ; which was translated 
into French in 1609—" Histoire Orientale &c." It was chiefly from 
this work that La Croze and Oeddes composed their histories of the 
same events. A " Brief History of the Syrian Churches in the South of 
India " has been drawn up by Professor Lee, and published in the 
Appendix to the Report of the Church Missionary Society for 1817< 
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of Diamper, and are prefixed to his History of that 
Synod : — 

The Doctrines wherein the Church of Malabar agrees 
with the Church of England, and differs from 
that of Rome : 

1. She condemns the Pope's Supremacy. 

2. She affirms that the Church of Rome is fallen from the 

true Faith. 

3. She denies Transuhstandation, or that Christ's Body and 

Blood are really and substantially in the Eucharist 

4. She condemns Images, and the Adoration of them as 

idolatrous. 

5. She makes no use of Oils in the Administration of Baptism. 

6. She allows of no Spiritual Affinity. 

7. She denies Purgatory. 

8. She denies the Necessity of Auricular Confession. 

9. She knows nothing of Extreme Unction. 

10. She allows her Priests to marry, as oflen as they have a 

mind ; and ordains such as have been married three or 
four times, and to Widows, without any scruple. 

1 1. She denies Matrimony to be a Sacrament. 

12. She holds but two Orders — Priesthood, and Diaconate. 

1 3. She celebrates in Leavened Bread. 

14. She consecrates with Prayer. 

15. She denies Confirmation to be a Sacrament. 

In the Decrees of the Synod of Diamper, from which 
this Table is composed, are stated those Syrian Doc- 
trines which the Church of Rome pronounced to be 
errors requiring her correction. Instead, then, of the 
agreement of the Syrians with that Church in any of 
her peculiarities, nothing could be more entire than 
their disagreement, both in doctrine and practice. 

2. The method taken to^ induce them to join the 
Roman Church is also most incorrectly stated. We 
have seen that Dr. Wiseman asserts, that one half of 
them "became Catholics," "upon the representations 
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made to them by Catholics, and upon coming to a con- 
ference with them/^ From this it Avould appear that 
the matter was amicably adjusted, and that the two 
communities were quietly blended together, not long 
after they became acquainted. But what are the facts 
of the case ? The Portuguese first arrived in India in 
1498. Shortly after, the Syrians solicited their pro- 
tection against the arbitrary government of their 
native rulers ; but little notice was taken of them before 
the year 1545, when the first attempt was made to 
induce them to acknowledge the Pope as their eccle- 
siastical head, but without success. They maintained, 
that they had always been under the jurisdiction of the 
Patriarch of Babylon ; and as firmly resisted all the 
Romish attempts to abridge their independence, or to 
change their doctrines and rites, as the Britons of the 
sixth century. 

Finding that they could not persuade them to submit 
to the papal authority and conform to the Roman 
Church, the archbishop of Goa and his ecclesiastics 
laboured hard, both by stratagem and violence, to 
compel them to submit. Measures were taken to get 
rid of their bishops, and to prevent the arrival of 
others from Babylon. Several ecclesiastics from that 
See were intercepted on their way to Malabar : two 
of their bishops were seized, and sent as prisoners to 
Rome : a third was imprisoned at Goa, whence he made 
his escape and returned to Malabar; but they gave 
him no peace as long as he lived. He died in 1597, 
leaving the See in abeyance : but his archdeacon 
continued boldly and faithfully to maintain the rites of 
his Church against all the papal encroachments. 

This contest was carried on until the arrival of the 
archbishop of Goa, Don Alexio de Menezes, on the 
coast of Malabar. Disconcerted in all his plans to 
overcome the fortitude of Archdeacon George by 
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means of correspondence, or through the agency of 
others, he resolved to visit the Syrians in person. Ac- 
cordingly, the year after the death of their last bishop^ 
he made an extensive visitation of the diocese, claiming 
jurisdiction over it, forcing his way into the churches 
wherever he was resisted, and introducing ceremonies 
that were new and obnoxious to the Syrians. 

Finding, however, that they were neither to be co- 
erced nor deceived ; and the archdeacon and his Catta- 
nars, or priests, protesting against his right to exercise 
episcopal functions, or in any way to officiate in the 
Syrian diocese ; he proposed to hold a general synod, 
for the purpose of discussing his claims. To this, after 
some demur, the Syrians acceded; the archbishop 
engaging, with the solemnity of an oath, to refrain in 
the mean time from all interference with them. In- 
stead, however, of paying any regard to this solemn 
compact, he proceeded in his usual course, with greater 
activity than before : and in order to secure a majority 
of votes at the approaching synod, he actually held no 
less than three extensive Ordinations of Syrian youths, 
dispensing with the customary fees, and with the usual 
qualifications for the pastoral office. These young per^ 
sons naturally espoused the cause of the man to whom 
they owed their ordination, and they made up at least 
two- thirds of the Cattanars at the synod. The majority 
of ecclesiastics being secured by these illicit means, he 
had no difficulty in obtaining the prepondef ance of the 
laity in his favour. The Portuguese, civil and military, 
who were very numerous in the country, were entirely 
at his command ; and, through their influence with the 
Native Princes, and the bribery of the local Authorities, 
he secured sufficient support to carry all his measures. 

Matters being thus arranged, and the decrees which 
it was intended to adopt having been drawn up by 
himself, and the Jesuit, Francisco Roz, the synod was 
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convened at Diamper in 1599, about a century, it is 
important to remember, after the Portuguese first 
became acquainted with these Christians. The de- 
crees were the counterpart of those of the Council of 
Trent, adapted to the circumstances of the Syrian 
Church : and instead of any thing like a discussion of 
the archbishop's pretensions being allowed, he at once 
assumed them all, had his decrees read, and de- 
manded the instant and unconditional assent of the 
assembly. The opposition manifested to this imperious 
and unjust mode of proceeding was instantly put down, 
vi et armis; and the synod acceded to every thing, 
according to his dictation. 

After the business was thus completed to his satis- 
faction, he extended his visit to the churches, intro- 
ducing the Romish Ritual wherever he could, and com- 
mitting to the flames Syriac Bibles and Prayer- Books, 
and every historical document on which he could lay 
his hands, that no vestige might be left of the original 
independence of this Church. But he did not find the 
spirit of religion and of freedom everywhere subdued, 
considerable resistance being shown in many places to 
his arrogant pretensions and Romish novelties: yet 
his success was sufficient to insure an extensive con- 
currence in his measures. 

After his return to Goa, where he became the Por- 
tuguese Viceroy, he procured the appointment of F. 
Roz to the See of Malabar. This prelate was suc- 
ceeded by other Jesuits for about sixty years; by which 
time their oppression had become so intolerable, that 
the Syrians resolved to endure it no longer, and suc- 
ceeded in shaking off their yoke. 

The Pope, alarmed at this general defection, and 
justly attributing it to the Jesuits' pride and intolerance, 
saw the expediency of superseding them, and for this 
purpose sent out four barefooted Carmelites. These, 
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however, for some time^ met with little success, owing 
chiefly to the intrigues of the Jesuits, who were jealous 
of their interference, and did all they could to counter- 
act their influence. At length one of them returned 
to Rome, where he was consecrated as Bishop of 
Hierapolis, and sent back with authority to preside 
over the See of Malabar. It was to avoid giving 
ofience to the Jesuits that the Pope refrained from con- 
ferring on him the tUle of the See : but they were not 
to be so conciliated for the loss of their power, and 
they yielded to the Carmelite bishop a reluctant sub- 
mission; nor did they even now desist from their 
intrigues to counteract his authority. The Syrians 
also soon found that they had as much to fear from 
his arrogance and intolerance, as they had sufiered 
from the Jesuits : accordingly, his progress was very 
slow. Finding that he could do nothing by persuasion; 
determined to make no concession that would seem to 
conipromise his own authority, the infallibility of the 
Roman Church, or the Papal supremacy; and not 
attempting to preach the Gospel, the only legitimate 
method of converting any people to the true Faith ; he 
resolved to have recourse to the civil and military 
power of the Portuguese and Native Princes : and by 
these means, accompanied by violence and falsehood 
more characteristic of a tyrant that knows not God 
than of a Christian bishop, he recovered at length a 
moiety of the diocese. But even those whom he thus, 
by coercion and fraud, succeeded in reducing to the 
Church of Rome, loudly protested against being handed 
over again to the domination of tlie Jesuits: and the 
concluding act of the Carmelite, whereby he hoped to 
secure his conquest, had nearly been defeated by some 
Jesuit Missionaries, who craftily endeavoured to turn 
the Syrian hostility against themselves to the pre- 
judice of their rival in the See. — So much for their 
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deference to the papal bulls, and for their zeal to 
maintain the vaunted unity of their Church I — But we 
shall find more of this in the sequel. 

In the year 1663, the Dutch took possession of Cochin, 
and expelled every European ecclesiastic from the 
coast. . B\^ the Carmelite prelate consecrated a Native 
as his successor, who continued to preside over the 
churches that had been recovered. A great proportion 
of the Syrians, however, continued to preserve their 
independence of Rome : and to this day they remain 
a separate community, amounting to about 70,000, 
with two bishops of their own order. 

Let us now revert again to the manner in which Dr. 
Wiseman disposes of all this. Keeping out of sight 
transactions so injurious to his Church, and so disgrace- 
ful to the Jesuits, he thus speaks of the junction of these 
Syrians with the Church of Rome, as though eflFected 
most amicably and with the greatest facility : — 

** Upon the representations made to them by the Catholics, and 
upon coming to a conference with them, the consequence was, 
that one-half of these — perhaps there may be 20 or 30 or even 
50,000 — became Catholics, and have remained so ever since." 

Take this as another specimen of this preacher^s 
regard for truth. As to what he next says of a " singu- 
lar mistake'" made by " a Missionary," "that there 
are^ at this moment, 60,000 Protestant Christians on 
the coast of Malabar;'" when he tells us who made 
such an extraordinary assertion, or where it is to be 
found, it will be time enough to investigate it And as 
to the agreement, as he asserts, of this body of 
Christians with Rome in every thing but ** the supre- 
macy of the Holy See,'" and " the doctrine of the 
existence of only one Person in Christ;*" would he 
have us to understand by this, that they held originally 
the same tenets, and observed the same rites, as at 
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present P This is a fallacy, assumed to favour the papal 
pretensions. We have seen that their original creed 
and practice were diametrically opposed to every 
thing peculiar to the Church of Rome. Their ac- 
cordance at present is easily accounted for. It has 
been shown, that, after the Synod of Dicunpei^ Menezes 
destroyed every thing he could find that might tend to 
preserve the knowledge of the Syrian Church's former 
history and character; and that at the time of their 
emancipation from the oppressions of the Roman 
Church, they had been for sixty years under the juris- 
diction of Jesuits, by whom the whole race of Cattanars 
at that time had been educated and ordained. When, 
therefore, they recovered their independence, they had 
lost the means of reverting to their original creed and 
practice: almost every trace of their Church of 
former days was obliterated ; and they seemed to have 
no alternative but to retain whatever they had been 
taught of Romish doctrines and ceremonies, except the 
obsequious subjection they had for a time yielded to 
the Authorities of that Church. 

From Malabar, Dr. Wiseman turns with great tri- 
umph to Ceylon. After adverting to the introduction 
of Christianity into that island by F. Xavier, he alludes 
to the requisition of the Dutch, on their conquest of the 
island, that all the Natives who desired to hold office or 
land under their Government should be baptized, and 
conform to the Protestant Faith. In consequence of 
this regulation, many, both Romanists and Heathen, 
were induced to make the required profession, with a 
view to promote their temporal advantage. This pri- 
mary attention to their secular interests was to be ex- 
pected from human nature, in any country ; and it ill 
became a Christian Government to put such a tempta- 
tion in their subjects' way. This policy continued to 
prevail in Ceylon until the year 1795, when the British 
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took possession of the island, and soon introduced laws 
more becoming the freedom and purity of the Chris-r 
tian Religion, and more conducive to its real advance- 
ment. Universal toleration was allowed, the Natives 
being left at liberty to follow their respective religions, 
without prejudice to their secular interests. The conse- 
quence was, Dr. Wiseman states, that 50,000 soon re- 
turned to the Roman Church, and " a great many of 
the others have become idolaters." Over this he 
exults not a little, as a proof of the low state of the 
Protestants in the island : but the bulk of these nomi- 
nal Protestants were, from Dr. Wiseman's own show-r 
ing, Romanists and Heathen in disguise : and what 
elsiB could be expected from an ignorant people under 
such a temptation to dissemble ? But while he glories 
in the return of these 50,000 to his Ohurch as an evi- 
dence of the truth of his cause, we would remind him 
that it proves too much : because, if his argument be 
valid, for the same reason must the idolatries of the 
island, to which so many more returned, be equally 
true. And' if this test be applied to the poor persecuted 
Syrians of Malabar, whom we have just been descri- 
bing, it shows much more satisfactorily the truth of their 
cause, seeing that they emancipated themselves, with no 
aid but from above, and resumed their independent 
communion as soon as they had broken the rpd of their 
oppressors. 

The feelings with which Dr. Wiseman regards the 
return of these 50,000 after such an apostacy, are very 
different from those of a Jesuit Missionary towards a 
number of Romish apostates in Mysore, who had been 
under a much stronger temptation to dissemble their 
creed. The Abb6 Dubois thus describes the instance 
alluded to : — 
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When the late Tippoo Sultan sought to extend his own 
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religrious creed all over his dominions, and make, by little and 
little, all the inhabitants in Mysore converts to Islamism, he 
wished to begin this fanatical undertaking with the Native 
Christians living in his country, as the most odious to him, on 
the score of their religion. In consequence, in the year 1784, 
he gave secret orders to his officers in the different districts, 
to make the most diligent inquiries after the places where Chris- 
tians were to be found, and to cause the whole of them to be 
seized on the same day, and conducted, under strong escorts, to 
Seringapatam. This order was punctually carried into execu- 
tion : very few of them escaped ; and I have it from good au- 
thority, that the aggregated number of the persons seized in 
this manner amounted to more than 60,000. 

" Some time after their arrival at Seringapatam, Tippoo or- 
dered the whole to undergo the rite of circumcision, and be made 
converts to Mahometanism. The Christians were put together 
during the several days that the ceremony lasted: and, oh 
shame! — oh scandal! — will it be believed in the Christian 
world ? — no one, not a single individual, among so many thou- 
sands, had courage enough to confess his faith under this trying 
circumstance, and become a martyr to his religion. The whole 
apostatized, en masse, and, without resistance or protestations, 
tamely underwent the operation of circumcision; no one 
among them possessing resolution enough to say, ' I am a 
Christian, and I will die rather than renounce my religion' ! 

*' So general a defection, so dastardly an apostacy, is, I be- 
lieve, unexampled in the annals of Christianity. 

** After the fall of the late Tippoo Sultan, most of those 
apostates came back, to be reconciled to their former religion ; 
saying, that their apostacy had been only external, and they al- 
ways kept in their hearts the true faith in Christ. About 2000 
of them fell in my way ; and nearly 20,000 returned to the Man- 
galore district, from whence they had been carried away, and 
rebuilt there their former places of worship. God preserve 
them all from being exposed in future to the same trials ! for, 
should this happen, I have every reason (notwithstanding their 
solemn protestations, when again reconciled to Christianity) to 
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apprehend the same sad results ; that is to say, a tame submis- 
sion, and a general apostacy/' * 

Dr. Wiseman describes the conduct of the Dutch 
towards the Romish Missionaries in Ceylon, as per- 
secution ; and far be it from me to vindicate religious 
intolerance, wherever it can be proved. But how stands 
the present case? In other colonies, the Dutch had 
found these Missionaries, especially the Jesuits, actively 
and artfully employed against them; and to their 
intrigues they owed the recent destruction of their in- 
terests in the Brazils. Surely this was some extenua- 
tion, if not a justification, of their policy at Ceylon and 
on the coast! Self-defence is a fundamental law of 
nature ; and no candid mind will blame them for re- 
moving from the scene of their conquests in the East 
those men from whose presence they knew that nothing 
but hostility was to be expected. 

The British Government also, in India, have in 
former times deemed it indispensable to their safety to 
take precautions against the encroaching and intriguing 
disposition of the Jesuits. At Madras, for instance, 
about the beginning of the last century, the Governor 
resisted every effort of the Jesuit Bishop of Melia- 
pore to obtain a recognition of his episcopal autho- 
rity within that Presidency. All religions received full 
toleration : and so far from an exception being there 
made to the prejudice of the Romanists, it was greatly 
in their favour ; for they were more than tolerated — 
they were cherished; the British Governor in Council 
contributing liberally towards the support of their 
Missionaries, as the Capuchins have acknowledged. 
But he would have betrayed the interests of his country 
if he had countenanced the Jesuit Missionaries, against 
whom he had quite as much cause as the Dutch to be 

• The Abb^ Dubois' Letters, &c. pp.73--75« 
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on his guard. He assented, indeed, to the request of 
the Jesuit Bishop of Meliapore to be allowed to pay 
him a visit; but on the prelate'^s desiring to know in 
what character he was to be received, the Governor 
answered, in wrath, *' Comme un bon marchandr in 
allusion to the extensive commercial transactions in 
which the prelate was engaged. But he would not re- 
cognise him as entitled to ecclesiastical jurisdiction at 
Madras : and since this was the bishop's only object in 
wi3hing to visit him, he declined the invitation.* 

Such is the character of the measures pursued by the 
Protestant Powers in India, in their own defence, about 
the close of the seventeenth and the commencement of 
the eighteenth century. Romanists are perpetually 
representing their conduct as persecution, and setting 
it off against the exterminating Bulls of their Popes, 
and the fires and tortures of their Inquisition. The 
following Letter, however, which illustrates the animus 
of the Jesuits, and the character of their proceedings, 
wherever they had power to execute their intentions, 
will fully justify, to every candid mind, the defensive 
course that Protestants deemed it necessary to pursue. 
It was {^ddressed " To the Irish Papists, by Con a Ma- 
hony, an Irish Jesuit, in a book printed by him at Lisbon, 
but was pretended to be printed at Frankfort, in the 
year 1645.'' Its object, as will be seen, was to excite 
his countrymen to follow up the Irish massacre of 164 1, 
until they had " cut the throats of all the Protestants 
in Ireland f — 

** My dear Irish ! go on, and perfect the work of your liberty 
and defence, which is so happily begun by you ; and kill all 
the hereticks, and all that do assist and defend them. You 
have in the space of four or five years, that is, betwixt the 
year 1641 and the year 1645, wherein I write this, killed 
150,000 hereticks, as your enemies do acknowledge, neither 

• M^moires du P. Norbert, torn. I. pp. 345 — 350. 
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do you deny it And for my own part, as I verily believe that 
you have killed more of them, so I would to God you had 
killed them all ! which you must either do, or drive them all 
out of Ireland, that our Holy Land may be pld!|;ned no longer 
with such a light, changeable, inconstant, barbarous, ignorant, 
and lawless generation of people.'' 

( — * Neither was this Jesuit one jot more merciful to 
the King than he was to his Protestant subjects ; con- 
eeming whom« he saith, in the same exhortation :' — ) 

" We Catholic Irish will not, nor never would, neither ought 
we to suffer our country to be ruled by a proud King, who 
calls himself the Head of the Church. Let us, therefore, chuse 
a Catholic King from among our own brethren ; and let us 
have Irish Catholic Judges and Magistrates to rule us in all 
matters temporal, and the Pope in all matters spiritual."* 

We trust that this atrocious Letter will be regarded 
by respectable and enlightened Romanists of the pre- 
sent day with feelings of abhorrence. It must, how- 
ever, be recollected, that it was not long anterior to 
the period to which Dr. Wiseman is referring ; and can 
we be surprised at any barbarities committed by people 
under such dictation, or at any precautions against 
such instigators taken by those against whom they 
directed their deadly weapons ? 

Dr. Wiseman, after quoting, in his own way« several 
authorities, to prove the good character of the Romish 
converts, and the bad character of those made under 
the influence of the Dutch law just adverted to, asserts 
of Bishop Heber, "that in that island (Ceylon), where 
there had been 342,000 Protestants thirty years ago, 
he had only 300 in one part to confirm/' (p. 1 54.) 
Then, in the very next page, forgetting that he had 
just admitted that these 300 were confirmed *' in one 

* This Letter is preserved by Dr. Geddes, in lys History of th« 
Expulsion of the Moriscoes out of Spain, pp. 84, 85, 
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part," he declares his belief that it was *' in the whole 
island. But we will let this pass, and give the Bishop^s 
actual account of the matter. Writing to his mother 
from Point de Galle, he says — 

*' Christianity has made, perhaps, a greater progress in this 
island than in all India besides. The Dutch, while they go- 
verned the country, took great pains to spread it ; and the Black 
Preachers whom they left behind, and who are still paid by the 
English Government, show a very great reverence for our 
Common Prayer, which is translated into their language, 
and a strong desire to be admitted members of the Church of 
England. One excellent man, named Christian David, I or- 
dained last year in Calcutta, and there are several more in 
training. There are also some very meritorious Missionaries in 
the island : one of them is the son of our neighbour, Mr. Mayor 
of Shawbury, who, together with another Shropshire man, Mr. 
Ward, has got together a very respectable congregation of Na- 
dves, as well as a large School, and built a pretty Church, 
which I consecrated last Sunday, in one of the wildest and 
most beautiful situations that I ever saw. The effects of these 
exertions have been very happy, both among the Roman-Catho- 
lic descendants of the Portuguese, and the Heathen. I have 
confirmed, since I came into the island, 360 persons, of whom 
only sixty were English ; and, in the great Church at Colombo, 
I pronounced the Blessing in four different languages — English, 
Portuguese, Cingalese, and TamuL 

" Those who are still Heathen are professedly worshippers of 
Buddhu ; but by far the greater part reverence nothing except 
the devil, to whom they offer sacrifices by night, that he may 
do them no harm. Many of the Nominal Christians are infected 
with the same superstition ; and are, therefore, not acknow- 
ledged by our Missionaries : otherwise, instead of 300 to be 
confirmed, I might have had several thousand candidates. 

" On the whole, I rejoice to believe, that, in very many parts 
of tlus great country, the fields are white already to harvest: 
and it is a circumstance of great comfort to me, that, in all the 
good which is done, the Church of England seems to take .the 
lead — ^that our Liturgy has been translated into the five Ian- 



LETTER TO DR. WISEMAN. 83 

^ages most used in these parts of the world-*-and that all 
Christian Sects in the East seem more and more disposed to 
hold it in reverence. Still little, very little is done, in compa- 
rison of all which there is to do.'' 

Dr. Wiseman has appealed to the testimony of Mrs. 
Heber also, asserting that it is equally favourable to 
his view of the case. It would occupy too much space 
to give here all that that Lady wrote from Ceylon : 
but I cannot refrain from transcribing a part of one 
of her Letters : — 

" SepL 26 — Our virit to Ceylon has afforded us very gpreat 
pleasure and interest, from its agreeable society, the beauty of 
its scenery, its curiosities, and, far above all, from the religious 
state of the native inhabitants. I have heard it said, that the 
number of Christians on the coast, and among our Settlements, 
do not fall far short of half a million : very many of these, 
undoubtedly, are merely nominally such ; who have no objec<^ 
tion to attend our Church, and even would, if they were 
allowed, partake without scruple in her rites ; and then, per* 
haps the same evening, ofier a propidatory sacrifice to the 
devil ! Still, the number of real Christians is very considerable t 
the congregations in the native churches are good; and the 
numbers who came for Confirmation (none were, of course, 
admitted, of whose fitness their Ministers were not well con* 
vinced) was extremely gratifying. I think the Bishop con- 
firmed above 300. 

*' The Church Missionary Society has four stations — ^Nellore, 
Baddagame, Cotta, and ELandy, supplied at present with but 
dx Missionaries : were its fiinds sufficient, there would, perhaps, 
be no limits to which its beneficial efiects might not extend ; 
but the island b too poor to do much for itself, and must mainly 
depend on its friends at home for assistance." 

After such a misrepresentation of the Bishop and Mrs. 
Heber» I will not distress the Christian reader with 
another observation on Dr. Wiseman's assertions relat- 
ing to Ceylon : for such an exhibition of disingenuous- 

ness, especially in one bearing the profession of a reli- 

Q 2 



84 LETTER TO DR. WISEMAN. 

gious teacher and a preceptor of youth, cannot but give 
pain to the pious mind. As he here takes leave of 
India, I also will close this part of the subject : first, 
however, ofiering one or two remarks on the general 
testimony of Bishop Heber, upon which Dr. Wiseman 
seems mainly to rest his assertion that the Protestant 
Missions in that vast empire have totally failed. Of 
the Bishop he declares — 

** He speaks of conversion in India as being next to impossi- 
ble : and we must at least allow that he had the experience of 
the past to warrant him in such a conclusion ; otherwise, we 
cannot suppose he would possibly have made it" (p. 1 18.) 

But where has he made it? I have not succeeded in 
finding any thing in his writings that can honestly bear 
such an interpretation. But I have already quoted 
several extracts from his Correspondence and Journal, 
directly at variance with Dr. Wiseman's assertion. It 
is needless, therefore, to repeat them here. The reader 
who may wish to look at them again, has only to turn 
back a few pages ; and we may venture to affirm, that 
the ingenuous mind — the mind that has no cause to 
maintain but that of truth — will rise from the perusal 
of that devoted prelate's Journal with impressions simi- 
lar to those expressed by the late inestimable Mr. 
Wilberforce. At the Anniversary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, in 1828, he is reported to have 
said — 

** I cannot but see something very delightful in the testi- 
mony which Bishop Heber was permitted to bear to Societies 
like this; though, perhaps, his testimony refers more to the 
Church Missionary Society. But, in truth, the Bible Society 
and the Church Missionary Society are one ; for the Bible is 
the instrument by which they work : and they are one Society, 
animated by the same zeal, and diffusing their benefits firom 
the same source, and by the same means. I was delighted to 
see, in Dr. Heber's writings, several declarations which tend to 
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shew how much more his mind had become impressed with the 
benefits derived from these Societies, by what he had witnessed 
in the principal scene of their operations : and I cannot but be 
delighted with the thought, that before Bishop James got to 
Calcutta, he probably might have seen these very writings. I 
know not whether he had : but it is delightful to see how you 
will find continually, that, where the proceedings of those who 
take a part in our service are properly conducted, they will 
tend to soften prejudice, and diffuse just notions of the value of 
our Institutions, and dispose persons more generally to support 
them/'* 

I feel it quite superfluous to comment upon such tes- 
timony, or to pursue the question further. If no ex- 
tracts from the Bishop's Journal and Correspondence 
had been produced in the foregoing pages, to contra- 
dict Dr. Wiseman's assertion, that he "speaks of con- 
version in India as being next to impossible," — to know 
that such an individual as the Liberator of Africa had 
publicly expressed a contrary sentiment, would be 
enough to satisfy every one, acquainted with his cha- 
racter, that Dr. Wiseman had misunderstood that pre- 
late's meaning. But we have a much more serious 
charge to prefer against him, when we see with what 
a total disregard for truth he has laboured to make it 
appear that the Bishop's experience is altogether in 
favour of the Romish cause. 

Having gone over **a district in which other re- 
ligions have also Missionaries,"' Dr. Wiseman next 
stretches ** beyond these bounds." I do not mean to 
follow him in all his excursions, having shown, at 
every step of the investigation thus far, that his asser- 
tions, and his representation of the authorities he pro- 
fesses to quote, are unworthy of credit. His reference 
to the China Missions, however, being in some respects 
associated with those in India, may deserve some 

* See the Missionary Register, 1828, p. 271. 
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attention : but before I enter upon it, it will be conve- 
nient to dispose of his remark upon the American 
" Mission to the Burman Empire, including the king- 
doms of Ava and Pegu, and undertaken by Mr. Judson.'^ 
This, also, Dr. Wiseman describes as a total failure : — 

'* The result was, that daring the first seven years they had 
not made a angle convert ; that in the seventh year, one pre- 
sented himself; that he brought another ; and, at the end of the 
seventh, or the beginning of the eighth year, they had four 
conversions." (p. 160.) 

Thus far Dr. Wiseman. 

This Mission was commenced at Rangoon in 1813, 
under circumstances the most unfavourable that can be 
imagined, the people being very barbarous, and the 
Government despotic and sanguinary. But Mr. Jud- 
son and his wife, committing themselves to the gra- 
cious Master whom they served, fearlessly planted the 
Standard of the Cross on that inhospitable shore. The 
first two or three years they passed in retirement, en- 
deavouring to remove the suspicions of the Natives 
about them, acquiring a knowledge of their difficult 
language, and preparing for future operations* lu 
1816, they were joined by a colleague and his wife; 
and not long after, they began to publish a Catechism, 
the Gospel of St Matthew, and some Religious Tracts, 
in the native language. The preparation of these was 
the work of only three years, and they soon excited 
some attention : but the Natives disposed to attend to 
their instruction were obliged to use great caution in 
prosecuting their inquiries. 

Not long after, during the temporary absence of Mr. 
Judson, his colleague was arrested, in consequence, as 
it afterwards appeared, of a royal order for the banish- 
ment of all the Portuguese priests from the country. Dr. 
Wiseman can, probably, explain the cause of this order. 
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Suffice it here to state, that the Protestant Missionary 
was liberated as soon as the Viceroy had ascertained 
that he was not a Portuguese priest 

Not long after, through a misunderstanding that 
arose between the British . and the Burman Govern- 
ments, their Mission and their lives were in such jeo- 
pardy, that it was deemed expedient to make their 
escape. Mrs. Judson, however, in expectation of her 
husband^s return, determined to remain. Committing 
herself to the Lord, and quietly prosecuting her worl^ 
her faith was abundantly answered. Mr. Judson re- 
turned, after an unavoidable absence of eight months. 

In 1818, they were joined by two more colleagues 
from America ; one of whom soon died, but not before 
Mr. Judson had ventured to commence the public 
preaching of the Gospel. Mrs. Judson also had begun 
to hold meetings with the females. Considerable at- 
tention was now awakened ; " several appeared to be 
seriously impressed with Divine Truth; and after a 
short time, Mr. Judson had the inexpressible pleasure 
of baptizing three of them."' This was about three 
years after their first addresses to the Natives from the 
press, and within six years from the time of their first 
arrival in the country : whereas Dr. Wiseman asserts, 
that " during the first seven years they had not made 
a single convert.'^ 

In 1819 the country became more unsettled, in con- 
sequence of the disputes between the Government and 
the British. From this and other causes, the congre- 
gation of the Missionaries, with the exception of the 
baptized converts, were deterred from attending their 
ministrations. They now deemed it expedient to visit 
the capital, in order to procure, if possible, from the 
king, a direct sanction to propagate Christianity in his 
dominions. Their reception at court was not so unfa- 
vourable as might have been expected. Though they 
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did not obtain their precise object, they were assured 
of equal toleration with the teachers of all other reli* 
gions: and the king, hearing that one of them was 
acquainted with the medical art, ordered them both to 
be examined by his physician, who was to report whe- 
ther they could be useful to him " in that line/* The 
physician was a Portuguese priest, who, as it after- 
wards appeared, gave a very false representation of 
them, asserting that they were a sect of Zandees, a 
race very obnoxious to former emperors. 

The Missionaries returned to Rangoon, hesitating, 
and with reason, whether to remain in the country, 
Mr. Judson, however, at the earnest entreaty of the 
converts, who continued faithful, resolved not to leave 
them : and he was cheered and animated in his labours 
by the appearance of new inquirers among the Bur- 
mans, as well as by the steadiness of several of those 
who used formerly to visit them *. 

In 1823, the Mission was suspended during the 
Burmese war with the English ; which was protracted 
beyond expectation, and left the country in a state 
very unfavourable to Missionary operations. These, 
however, were resumed in 1830; and the Missionaries 
soon began to reap the fruit of their former labours. 
It appeared that the seed sown had not all perished. 
Not to enter here into details, it may suffice to state 
the present condition of the diflFerent Missionary sta- 
tions in the Burmese Empire. 

Rangoon — suspended in 1823 — renewed in 1830. — 
In 1836: 1 Missionary — 7 Native Assistants — and of 
the numerous attendants on their Ministry, 47 were 
regular communicants* 

* The late Mrs. Judson drew up an affecting account of this 
arduous Mission, an interesting analysis of which is given in Dr. 
Brown's History of the Propagation of Christianity among the 
Heathen, vol. II. pp. 620 &g. 
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AvA, the ancient capital of the empire — suspended 
in 1829 — ^renewed in 1833. — In 1836: 2 Missionaries — 
11 Baptized — and the number of catechumens very 
great. 

Maulmein, in the British territory, eastward of Ran* 
goon: the chief seat of the Mission — established in 
1827 — In 1834: 5 Missionaries and Printers— 8 Native 
Assistants — 3 Congregations, Burmese, Karens, and 
English soldiers — 324 Baptisms up to January 1834 — 
50 Scholars. 

Tavoy, in British Burmah— established in 1828. — In 
1828 : 2 Missionaries — 8 Native Assistants — Of the nu- 
merous attendants upon their ministrations, the Com- 
municants were — 248 Karens, 7 Burmese, and 4 
Europeans f. 

Such is the state of the Mission to the Burmese em- 
pire, which Dr. Wiseman has described in the most 
contemptuous terms. We challenge him to produce 
any thing like it in the entire range of Romish Mis- 
sions, whether in reference to the short time of their 
existence, to the nature of the impediments to be sur- 
mounted, or to the character of the converts. He says, 
indeed, with regard to this very country — 

** Now it is, perhaps, not much known, that there was there 
a well-established Catholic Church, all the time they were 
labouring in vain ; and that it continues to this day.'* (p. 160.) 

When he shall state from what authentic and acces- 
sible source he derives this information, his account of 
this Mission may be investigated by those who have 
not yet seen enough of his mode of dealing with facts^ 
whether for or against his " cause.*" He gives, next, an 
account of the origin of this Mission ; saying, that it 

"Was first commenced in 1719; I may say, by accident. 

t The reader is referred to the Missionary Register for fuller 
details. See especially the number for February last, pp. 93, 94. 
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Clement the Second sent M. Mezzabarba, as Ambassador to 
the Emperor of China; and he took a number of ecclesiastics 
with him. Not being successful in his Mission, he dispersed 
the ecclenastics in different provinces ; and, among the rest, into 
Ava and Pegu, Fathers Vittoni and Calchi were sent.'' (p. 160.) 

As the object of M. Mezzabarba's Mission^ and the 
cause of its failure, have an important bearing on the 
general character of Romish Missions in the East, it 
will be more to our purpose to explain them, than to 
indulge in conjectures upon the assertion contained in 
this extract, which Dr. Wiseman has not thought proper 
to authenticate. 

Reference has been made in the foregoing pages to 
the labours of Francis Xavier, the first Jesuit Missio- 
nary in India. His converts were chiefly among the 
fishermen on the southern coast. After some time, 
indeed, he addressed himself to Natives of the higher 
castes, but without succeeding in gaining their atten- 
tion. Their minds were, probably, prejudiced against 
him, in consequence of the familiar intercourse that he 
had held with the inferior castes. So invincible was 
their determination not to listen to his instructions, 
that he soon desisted from all endeavours to conciliate 
them, and confined his attention chiefly to the poor 
fishermen along the coast. His success among them 
was numerically great, his converts amounting to many 
thousands: but, notwithstanding all the Jesuits' loud 
commendations of him as the Apostle of India, he 
himself formed a much more accurate judgment of this 
result of his labours. The Jesuit Missionary so fre- 
quently referred to in these pages has confessed, that 
Xavier considered his endeavours to convert the Natives 
—to any thing worthy of the name of Christianity — a 
total failure *. He is acknowledged to have " soon dis- 
covered in the manners and prejudices of the Natives 

* The Abbe Dubois' Letters, p. 3. 
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an insurmountable bar to the progress of CSuristiaDity 
among them, as appears from the printed letters still 
extant, which he wrote to St. Ignatius de Loyola, his 
superior, and the founder of the order of the Jesuits/' 

'* At last, Francb Xavier, entirely disheartened by the invin- 
cible obstacles he everywhere met in his Apostolic career, and 
by the apparent impossibility of making real converts, left the 
country in disg^t, &c." 

Let this be contrasted with the vauntings of other 
less candid writers of the same order, about what they 
call the unparalleled triumphs of the Gospel in India, 
through the preaching of this indefatigable Missionary. 

The Abb6 Dubois was not the first Jesuit that took this 
view of Xavier'^s career. The successors of this Missio- 
nary, Robert de Nobili and his colleagues, who at the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth century founded the Madura 
Mission, determined to avoid his mistaken policy, as they 
deemed it, and to adopt the opposite course. They con- 
fined their attention to the Brahmins and other Hindoos 
of the highest castes ; and, in order to obviate the preju- 
dices of those haughty and self-sufiicient men against 
the Natives of Europe, these Christian Missionaries de- 
nied that they were Europeans, and affirmed that they 
were Brahmins from the West, of a higher order than 
any in India. " To stop the mouths of his opposers, 
and particularly of those who treated his character of 
Brachman as an imposture," Robert de Nobili "pro- 
duced an old, dirty parchment, in which he had forged^ 
in the ancient Indian characters, a deed, showing that 
the Brachmins of Rome were of much older date than 
those of Inditz, and that the JesuUs of Rome descended, 
in a direct line, from the God Brama. Nay, Father 
Jovence, a learned Jesuit, tells us, in the history of his 
order, something yet more remarkable; even that 
Robert de Nobili, when the authenticity of his smoky 
parchment was called in question by some Indian un- 
believers, declared, upon oath, before the assembly of 
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the Brachmans of Madura, that he, Robert de Nobili, 
derived really and truly his origin from the god 
Brama.'' Upon this, the historian exclaims—" Is it not 
astonishing that this reverend Father should acknow- 
ledge, is it not monstrous that he should applaud as a 
piece of pious ingenuity, this detestable instance of per- 
jury and fraud* T' 

To carry on this wicked deception, alias, pious fraud, 
it was necessary to adopt the Brahmins' mode of living, 
their costume, and even their idolatrous ceremonies. 
It also required them, in opposition to the example of 
Jesus Christ, His Aposdes, and every faithful preacher 
of Christianity, to have respect of persons ; and, instead 
of preaching the Gospel as freely to the poor as to the 
rich, they found it essential to their design to keep the 
lower caste at a distance ; and even the proselytes from 
those grades which are not permitted to enter the 
Hindoo temples, these Christian Missionaries actually 
excluded from their churches, when Brahmins were 
present or expected. In a word, they were accused of 
" the most culpable indulgence, in tolerating and wink- 
ing at all kinds of idolatrous superstitions among their 
proselytes ; and with having themselves rather become 
converts to the idolatrous worship of the Hindoos, by 
conforming to many of their practices and superstitions, 
than making Indians converts to the Christian Reli- 
gion/^ Even the Abbe Dubois concedes that these 
" charges had some degree of foundation'" ; and he 
would find it very hard to prove, which was probably 
his reason for not attempting it, that they were " not to 
the extent set forth by the accusers,'^ who were Romish 
Friars of other orders f. 

* Asiatic Researches^ vol. XIV. p. 57 ; Jouvenci Hlstoire des J6- 
suites ; Norbert, Memoires Historiques^ &c. torn. II. p. 143— 146(Note); 
and Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History, Cent. 17. Sect. I. vii. 

•\ M. Dubois* Letters^ pp. 7, 8. 
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The writings of Robert de Nobili, Beschii and others, 
for the edification of their disciples, were composed in 
the same flowery, hyperbolical, and unintelligible style, 
as the Hindoo Vedas, poems, and other performances 
inculcating their superstitions. Of the Jesuit Missiona- 
ries' productions, I have given elsewhere several spe- 
cimens*: and I will here mention another of their 
works, which may be regarded as the apex of their 
series of impostures; — I allude to their forged Veda. 
The Brahmins have four Vedas, which are their sacred 
books, believed to be revealed by God, and called im- 
mortal They are considered as the fountain of all 
knowledge, human and divine. The Jesuits at Madura 
actually forged a fifth Veda, pretending that it was 
revealed to the Chief Brahmin of the Pagoda of Che- 
rengham, by the same authority as the other four: 
and so artfully did they imitate the style of the genuine 
Vedas, that their forgery imposed even on some Brah- 
mins, and for many years it was received as an au- 
thentic work. Under this impression, M. Voltaire 
published a French translation of itf: but the impos- 
ture was detected, about twenty years ago, by the late 
Mr. Ellis, a gentleman of the Civil Service at Madras, 
whose attention was directed to this, and some other 
manuscripts of a similar description, by Sir Alexander 
Johnson, late Chief Justice of Ceylon. Few European 
gentlemen have been better acquainted with the sci- 
ence and customs, the laws and theology of the Hin- 
doos, than Mr. Ellis ; and, after a careful comparison 
of this Ezour-Vidam with the Hindoo Vedas, he pro- 
nounced it "a literary forgery; or rather, as the 

* Reply to the Abb^ Dubois, pp. 144—148. 

-|- L*£zour — V^dam, ou Ancien Commentaire du V^dam ; conte- 
nant I'Exposition des Opinions religieuses et philosopbiques des In- 
diens. Traduit du Sanscretan par un Brame. 2 Tom. in 1. 12mo. 
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object of the author or authors was not literary distinc- 
tion, of religious imposition without parallel. ""* 

The object of the authors of this work was to make 
it appear that the Gospel received confirmation from 
the Brahminical Vedas. There is a sufficient sprin- 
kling of the Bible on its leaves to enable them, when it 
should be once received as authentic, to argue for the 
truth of Christianity from the accordance of this Veda 
with the lessons of Holy Scripture. In the Christian 
mind, there can be but one opinion of this infamous 
transaction : but the Jesuits justify it, like Father Jou- 
venci, as a pious fratid'^B, name given to the grossest 
falsehoods that are deemed conducive to the interests of 
the Church. Such a pretence will, of course, be thought 
to sanction the series of misrepresentations that 
compose the Lectures of Dr. Wiseman under review. 
Those who believe in the supremacy and infallibility 
of the Roman Church assert, that to maintain her 
cause is an end that sanctifies any and every means. 
But those who, with St Paul, repudiate this abominable 
doctrine, will concur in that Apostle s condemnation of 
the men that say. Let us do evil that good may come 
(Rom. iii. 8.) They will contend for the supremacy of 
truth, whatever the present consequences to individuals 
or communities. To call that sfystem religion, which 
cannot be propagated without ** fraud,"" is to violate the 
sacred name. The devil is pronounced, by Our Lord, 
to be the father of lies ; and those who endeavour, by 
any mode of deception, to promote a cause which they 
pretend to be from Heaven, will assuredly be joined 
with the Pharisees of Jerusalem in the judgment pro- 
nounced by Jesus Christ : " Ye are of your father the 
devil ; and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was 

* Mr. Ellis*8 Dissertation on this disgraceful performance is pub- 
lished in the Asiatic Researches, vol. XIV. 
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a murderer from the begimiing, and abode not in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own ; for he is a liar» 
and the father of it"" (John viii. 44.) 

Such was the character of the Jesuits' proceedings 
in India. Their compromise of all that deserved to be 
called Religion, occasioned the other orders of Friars 
to complain of them, as we have just seen, to the Pope. 
At first, the pontiflP was unwilling to interfere with an 
order of men who were so useful to him in maintaining 
his pretensions against the growing light and liberty 
of the Reformation in Europe. At length, however, 
the accusations became so loud and so frequent, that he 
felt obliged to call them to account. They defended 
their conduct by pleading the expediency of making 
the compromise complained of, which, they argued, 
was only temporary; and asserted, that it had the 
sanction of Apostolic example. But "all these, and 
many other like reasons, appeared, to the Holy See, 
futile, and merely evasive; and the Jesuits were 
peremptorily ordered to preach the Catholic Religion 
in all its purity, and altogether suppress the supersti- 
tious practices till then tolerated among the Neo- 

phytesf. "' 

They did not comply with these orders, without a 
further attempt to obtain the Pope's sanction to their 
idolatrous proceedings : and when, at length, he per- 
emptorily conunanded them to desist from those 
practices, and to " bind themselves, by a solemn oath 
taken before a Bishop, to conform themselves, without 
any tergiversation whatever, to the spirit and letter of 
the decree,'^ M. Dubois says, that they obeyed, though 
with reluctance. We shall see what kind of obedience 
they rendered* 

f M. Dubois* Letters, pp. 8, 9. 
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When brief after brief, accompanied with pressing 
remonstrances, had been totally disregarded, the Pope 
determined, as a last resort, to send out a Legate to 
India and China, with fall powers to act as his repre- 
sentative. The Cardinal de Tournon was the person 
selected for this important Mission. On his arrival at 
Pondicherry, he was received by the Jesuits, with whom 
at first he took up his abode ; and from their repre- 
sentations, he was induced to think that the complaints 
against them were groundless. On further investi- 
gation, however, he discovered that they had imposed 
upon him ; and immediately issued a manifesto, strictly 
prohibiting the disguises they had thrown over the 
Services of the Church, and their close conformity to 
the Heathen superstitions. But they now treated him 
and his manifesto with scorn ; defied his authority, and 
that of the Pope himself; and asserted, that their own 
Bishop's power in India was independent of the Roman 
Pontiff. 

After enduring this vexatious opposition, or, as the 
Abbe Dubois himself calls it, " this disgusting contest" 
(p. 9), for several months, the Apostolic Legate, finding 
he could make nothing of the Jesuits in India, sailed 
for China, where he found them carrying on precisely 
the same system of accommodation to the worst fea- 
tures of the idolatry of the country. Here, also, he 
met with similar resistance, in all his endeavours to 
reform these scandalous abuses. The Emperor of 
China gave him a courteous reception ; but the Jesuits 
about his court were too numerous, and their influence 
with the Mandarins was too great, to enable him to assist 
the Cardinal as far as he seemed inclined. One had 
the efirontery to tell M. de Tournon, that he could 
have prevented his introduction to the Emperor, if he 
had chosen. 

Finding that they could not frighten the Cardinal 
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away» or induce him to refrain from interfering with 
their proceedings, the Jesuits determined to get rid of 
him in a summary manner. Three of them undertook 
to poison him ; and they succeeded in administering the 
deleterious drug in his food. He was preserved, indeed, 
from the fatal effects of their first attempt, by the 
promptitude of the physician and apothecary on his 
establishment : but on his recovery, and attempting to 
resume his measures of reform, they persecuted him with 
such unrelenting violence, that he was glad to make his 
escape from Pekin. He proceeded thence to Macao, 
there intending to embark for Europe : but the Jesuits, 
resolving to prevent his appearing against them at the 
Court of Rome, obtained his arrest at Macao, and he 
died in a dungeon*. 

After the Cardinal's decease, the Pope appointed 
M. de Visdelou his Vicar Apostolic in India. This 
ecclesiastic was a Jesuit, but he was too faithful to the 
Roman pontiff to connive at his brethren's proceedings. 
Accordingly, they regarded him as a renegade, and 
treated him with such rancorous hostility, that he re- 
nounced their society, and associated with the Capu- 
chins. With their aid, he carried into effect the papal 
briefs in all the churches, except those of the Jesuits, 
who still refused to admit them. The Capuchins had 
long been treated by the Jesuits with such arrogance 
and injustice, that they were at last provoked to with- 
draw ^together from conmiunion with them. A step 
so decisive they little expected ; and they used their 
influence with the French Council at Pondicherry, to 
endeavour to prevail on the Capuchins to recaU their 

* M^moires Historiques sur les Missions de Malab. du P. Norbert, 
torn. I. liv. 2 — 7. The circumstances of his empoisonment, im- 
prisonment and death, are taken from the deposition of M. Ang^lita, 
the Cardinal's secretary, in whose arms he expired. The deposition 
was made at Rome ; and is published in the M ^moires Historiques, 
in the original Italian, with a French translation, torn. III. 

H 
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resolution. They consented immediately, on condition 
that the Jesuits would implicitly conform to the papal 
requisitions; but these men rejected the alternative 
with scorn, and now set all orders of men at defiance. 
Indeed, it is not only in Protestant States and Churches 
that the Jesuits^ assumptions have been found incompa- 
tible with the obedience of the subject, and with the 
liberty of mankind. 

The Pope, continuing to receive complaints against 
their growing violence and shameful conduct, and 
finding that they persisted in setting his briefs and 
threats at nought, resolved to send out another Legate, 
to bring them, if possible, to a sense of duty, and to 
reform the abuses they had introduced. The person 
chosen for this important mission was M. de Mezza- 
barba, who is described by Dr. Wiseman as the Pope's 
*' Ambassador to the Emperor of China " ; and to whose 
mission he merely alludes, as " not being successful.'" 
His slurring over the subject in this manner is not to be 
wondered at, the cause of this Legate's failure being 
as dishonourable to the Jesuits as that of the last ; for 
M. de Mezzabarbiet met with the same opposition from 
them as the Cardinal de Tournon. He sailed direct for 
China, where he arrived in safety ; but finding his mea- 
sures of reform frustrated by the Jesuits^ violence and 
intrigues, and not aspiring to the honour of martyrdom 
in the cause of the Holy See, he hastened back to 
Rome, without venturing to visit India, carrying with 
him the bones of his predecessor, which he was ordered 
to disinter for the purpose *. 

About this time anew bishop arrived at Meliapore 
(St. Thom6). Being a Jesuit, he hoped to induce his 
brethren to be more moderate, and to conduct the 
Services of the Church in a manner more accordant 
with the rubric ; but all his endeavours were equally 

* Mdmoires Historiques, &c. torn. II. liv. 10. 
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unavailing. The new Pope also, Clement XII., think- 
ing that his predecessors might have provoked them to 
resistance by the severity of their censures, endea- 
voured to concUiate them by the use of milder terms; 
but finding them too artful to be so diverted from 
their purpose^ he also assumed a more commanding 
tone : this, however, had no better effect It was not till 
Benedict XIV. filled the papal chair, that they could 
be induced to bow in any measure to the authority of 
the sovereign pontiff. This Pope was of too deter- 
mined a spirit to allow his authority to be questioned 
by any order of men, and he compelled even the 
Jesuits in India to yield, for a time, a reluctant sub- 
mission. 

What was the consequence ? — the immediate decline 
of their Indian Missions. Notwithstanding all the 
efforts of Dr. Wiseman, and others, to make it appear 
that the Romish Missions in the East are flourishing; 
a Jesuit Missionary who knows them better, from the 
experience of thirty years passed among them, gives a 
very different account; saying — 

'* What the Jesuits had foreseen, happened ;'' (that is, from 
their submission to the Pope ;) — " a grieat number of proselytes 
preferred renouncing the new reli^on, to abandoning their prac- 
tices. A stop was put to conversions ; and the Christian Reli- 
gion began to become odious to the Hindoos on account of its 
intolerance.*** 

For this, the same writer assigns other causes besides 
the suspension of the idolatrous practices of the Jesuits ; 
but he attributes it chiefly to the Natives' detection of 
the imposition that had been practised upon them : — 

'* The Hindoos soon found that those Missionaries, whom 
their colour, their talents, and other qualities, had induced them 
to regard as such extraordinary beings, as men coming from 

* Abb6 Dubois' Letterg, p. 11. 
h2 
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another world, were, in feet, nothing else but disguised Fringy 
(Europeans); and that their country, their religion, and original 
education, were the same with those of the vile, the contemptible 
Fringy who had of late invaded their country. This event 
proved the last blow to the interests of the CJhristian Religion. 
No more conversions were made; apostacy became almost 
general in several quarters ; and Christianity became more and 
more an object of contempt and aversion, in proportion as the 
European manners became better known to the Hindoos.'' * 

What other termination could be reasonably looked 
for to their tortuous course ? How could the God of 
Truth be expected to sanction with His blessing such a 
system of imposture? Not in India only, but in China and 
Japan, they were, about the same time, overwhelmed 
with similar confusion. Sowing the wind, they reaped 
the whirlwind; and their Missions in those countries 
were swept away, as with " the besom of destruction.'' 
Dr. Wiseman and other Jesuits are naturally careful to 
disguise the circumstances that led to these disasters, 
and anxious to make the world believe that they were 
the result of a general persecution of Christianity, simi- 
lar to that which was endured by the primitive Church. 
But this is very far from the fact The Christian Reli- 
gion was more than tolerated — it was fostered by the 
heathen governments of both those countries. The 
Jesuits boast, that at one time they could number nearly 
half the population of Japan as their proselytes, and 
that in China they had millions. Nor is there any 
reason to question this : and had they conducted them- 
selves in a manner becoming Christian Missionaries, 
there can be little doubt that they would have con- 
tinued to this day, and been allowed to carry forward 
their work vrithout restriction. But their pride and 
insolence, their extortions and political intrigues, grew 
to such a height, that they became intolerable, and 

* Abb6 Dubois* Letters, p. 11. 
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called down upon them the vengeance of the very 
governments which had hitherto afforded them all the 
latitude and facilities that they could reasonably desire. 
It was natural for the Heathen to identify the Christian 
Religion with its teachers, whose misconduct caused the 
very name of Christianity to be execrated. In Japan, 
the religion was exterminated; and the country has 
continued hermetically sealed against it to the present 
day. In Cluna, where the Roman Church had once a 
very prosperous Mission, very few vestiges have sur- 
vived the desolating edicts of the Emperor. These are 
historic facts that challenge the strictest scrutiny .t 

Dr.Wiseman makes another allusion equally unfa- 
vourable to his '* cause " — ^he speaks very cursorily of 
the suppression of the order of Jesuits by the French 
(p. 160). The fact is, the arrogant and political, the 
oppressive and monopolizing temper of the Jesuits, 
became as odious in Europe as in Asia, and accelerated 
their ruin. For many years they succeeded in con- 
cealing the pernicious Rules of their order : so that 
while the world saw them grasping at all power in 
Church and State, and wielding it in a manner that 
made kings tremble on their thrones, the springs of 
their movements were so mysterious, that mankind 
seemed at a loss to comprehend, or afraid to resist their 
influence. At length, however, their infamous institu- 
tions were discovered : Spain, under her Fifth Charles, 
began to stop their encroachments: in 1604 they were 
expelled from Great Britain; and two years after, from 
Venice: about the middle of the last century they were 
driven from Portugal, France, Spain, and Sicily : and in 
1773 the order was actually suppressed by Pope Clement 
XIV. Though instituted expressly for the purpose of 

•f- The circumstances of the rise and fall of the Japan Mission are 
given in my Reply to the Abb6 Dubois^ pp. 86 — 94. 
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mamtaining the papal pretensions against the growing 
light and freedom of the Reformation, yet they had 
so far exceeded their commission, that the sovereign 
pontiff himself could no longer endure them. The 
Jesuits are denominated the Pope's militia ; and their 
order was restored after the fall of Napoleon, probably 
to assist the Roman pontiff to recover the ground he 
had lost during the French Revolution. But when we 
remember, that this order had thus, after much forbear- 
ance, brought upon itself its expulsion from every State 
in Europe, as a measure indispensable to the safety and 
well-being of each community, is not the simple fact 
of its restitution calculated to excite the apprehension 
and vigilance of every Protestant people and govern- 
ment? What was it that rendered necessary a pro- 
vision in the Catholic Emancipation Bill for the pre- 
vention of the increase of their numbers in this country, 
but a just apprehension of their character and designs ? 
Whether this precaution has been more than a dead 
letter, is best known to those upon whom it is incum- 
bent to insure the execution of the laws of this Pro- 
testant country. Nothing could justify the relaxation 
of such a law, but the most unquestionable evidence 
that it was superseded by the improved character of 
the parties against whom it was enacted. But can 
this be alleged of the Jesuits? Quite the reverse. 
They seem to have learned so little wisdom in ad- 
versity, that they are again advancing, with all pos- 
sible celerity, in the very career that before led to their 
downfal. But the Lord reigneth : and though He does 
occasionally permit wickedness and oppression for a 
season to chastize mankind, yet truth and justice must 
ultimately prevail. While, therefore, we deprecate the 
miseries that must ensue if the Jesuits persist in their 
present struggle for power, we nevertheless put our 
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confidence in the Almighty, believing that He will 
bring good out of the evil they designi and defend His 
Church against all her enemies.^ 

In drawing this review to a close, I put it to the 
candid reader^ whether Dr. Wiseman has fairly re- 
deemed his pledge ? He undertook to show, from the 
confession of Protestant writers, the total failure of 
their Missions ; and also, chiefly from the same autho- 
rity, the universal success of Romish Missions. Has it 
not here been proved, on the contrary, principally from 
Romish writers, first, that the character of their Mis- 
sions in India is such as to be disgraceful to the Chris- 
tian name ; and, secondly, that they have for some 
years past been rapidly declining, with very little hope 

* Those to whom the welfare of this great nation is committed, 
wiU judge what attention is due to the following sentiments. They 
were pulished lately in Paris, by M. Genoude, the editor of the 
Gazette de France, and one of the most celebrated writers in favour 
of Romanism in France :— « 

'^ The Catholic Faith once admitted, and Protestantism restoring 
the universal world to the Chair of St. Peter, the power of England, 
which has usurped the legitimate power of kings and the legitimate 
power of the people, will crumble into dust. Every thing returning 
to order, and the people convinced that the accusations directed 
against the papacy were only the lies of British tyranny, the universe 
will rouse itself at the signal of liberty displayed from the Vatican. 
England will find herself replaced^^in the inferior rank that nature 
has assigned her, and the Apostolic Chair and the throne of St. Louis 
will resume the direction of the world. England, with her mercantile 
spirit, no longer opposing herself to the diffusion of Catholic ideas, it 
is impossible to foresee the heights to which they will rise. 

^* Protestantism on the decline, and Popery on the ad- 
vance, England has lost the grand lever of her power. 
Astonishing event I The French Revolution, whose object seemed 
to be to annihilate the Catholic Religion, will have for its result the 
destruction of Anglicanism. The Catholic Church has come out of 
the furnace through which she has passed purer and more glorious. 
But the French Revolution has re-acted upon England by political 
reform ; and this reform, in establishing liberty of conscience, has 
given the death-blow to the colossal power of Great Britain,^* — Record, 
June 26, 1837. 
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of their recovery? We have seen, also, that the very 
Protestant witnesses appealed to by him, in support of 
his cause, tell altogether against him, when fairly 
quoted : while their evidence on the other side, instead 
of proving, as he averred, the failure of Protestant 
attempts to propagate the Gospel, show their Missions 
to be in a prosperous state. They describe the fields 
as '' white unto the harvest,'^ and encourage us to per- 
severe in the use of the means hitherto employed, 
relying on the Lord of the Vineyard to grant the de- 
sired success. We now leave it to the Christian public 
to pronounce a righteous verdict, and to say whether of 
the two causes is proved true or false, when tried by 
the following test which Dr. Wiseman has laid down at 
the opening of his Sixth Lecture :- 

" It must be an important criterion of the true Religion of 
Christ, or in other words, of the rule whereupon He intends the 
faith to be built, to see where the blessing or promise of suc- 
cessful assistance b annexed, and where, by its actually taking 
effect, it can be shown to be entailed by the words of our 
Blessed Redeemer. For if we can find that the Apostles, in 
virtue of this promise, went forth and not only preached to the 
nations, but actually converted them ; and that it was in virtue 
of this same promise, that their successors, age after age, conti- 
nued the same duties of announcing Christ and Him crucified 
to the nations that had never heard His name, there can be no 
doubt that their success was due to their having been in pos- 
session of the promise here given ; and, consequently, to their 
having built the Gospel upon that foundation to which the 
promise was annexed. In other words, it must be a very im- 
portant criterion of the true rule of faith delivered by our 
Blessed Redeemer to His Church, whether the preaching accord- 
ing to any given rule has received the success promised in this 
engagement on His part ; or whether its total failure proves it 
not to have satisfied the conditions which He required.'' 
(pp. 109, 110.) 

We have seen that Dr. Wiseman not only rests the 
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truth of his cause on the issue of this discussion* but 
that he also pledges his character for every item of what 
he has advanced 1 1 (p. 163.) When it is remembered, 
that this was uttered from the pulpit, and by one who, 
as proved repeatedly in the foregoing pages, has turned 
aside wherever he met an unwelcome truth in his way, 
or taken it up only to pervert it to his purpose, we 
cannot but shudder at the temerity of his asseveration. 
It may be said, indeed — ^for we are not ignorant of the 
Jesuits' devices — that his words ought to be taken as 
coming from an advocate for the Church of Rome, in- 
stead of regarding him, on this occasion, as a preacher 
of the Gospel : and it cannot be denied, that he might 
safely pledge that character /or every item he had ad- 
vanced ; for throughout these Lectures he has indeed 
sustained the part of a Jesuitical pleader. But this 
cannot be admitted in extenuation of his offence. 
However consistent such tergiversation may be with 
the character and maxims of the disciples of Loyola, it 
is incompatible with the principles of honour and inte- 
grity that bind together Christians formed after the 
model of Holy Writ. Dr. Wiseman would, doubtless, 
wish to be considered as following this infallible guide, 
and charity would prompt us to give him credit for 
speaking the truth in the Scriptural sense of the term : 
but this were to delude ourselves. It is not sufficiently 
considered^ that Protestants and Jesuits have a different 
standard of truth : consequently, they do not, they can- 
not argue upon the same ground. While Protestants 
take the Word of God as the only infallible authority, 
Jesuits take the dicta of their Church : their rule of 
action is expediency, conforming solely to the interests 
of that Church : and these together are believed by 
them to sanction duplicity and falsehood of every size 
and complexion, under the specious name of "pious 
frauds.'' This impious system Jesuits avow ; and. 
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indeed, it is as old as their Church's assumption of supre- 
macy and infallibility. They repudiate the very Bible, 
when opposed to their Traditions and decrees of Coun- 
cils. Without these, and their '* pious frauds,^' they 
could not maintain their cause one moment against 
the facts of Ecclesiastical history and the light of Reve- 
lation. Such are the grounds on which Dr. Wiseman 
has argued throughout his Lectures : and certainly he 
may pledge his character as a staunch defender of his 
Churches dogmas and assumptions ; for he has distorted 
every item of information he could find available to 
make his appear the better cause. 

Every devout and upright Christian will, from his 
his hearty pity the man that feels himself committed to 
such a task. But if we are so simple as to believe that 
he appeals to the standard of God's Word when pledge 
ing his character for all that he has advanced, such is 
the confidence with which he makes his assertions, that 
we can hardly avoid giving him credit for speaking 
the truth, in our acceptation of the term, until we be- 
come the victims of our own credulity. Those who 
undertake to plead for the errors and abominations of 
Rome, will soon feel themselves involved in the neces- 
sity of departing from the Word of God : and if they 
are subjects for our commiseration and prayers, we 
can feel no tenderness for their cause. Sincerely do 
we wish all Romanists to ponder, well what must be the 
character of that Church which stands in need of such 
a mode of defence. While arrogating to herself infalli- 
bility, and denying the possibility of salvation out of her 
pale, her exclusive pretensions are proved to be based 
upon falsehood. It is amazing that any persons of in- 
telligence on other subjects, and maintaining a charac- 
ter for truth and integrity in all their secular dealings, 
can nevertheless, in a matter of such engrossing impor- 
tance as religion, resign their consciences to any human 
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authority, and remain in connexion with a Church that 
demands such a sacrifice. We know the influence of 
education and habit, and the difficulty of the human 
mind to break through the meshes that have long en- 
tangled it: else it were not possible that the sjstem 
of "pious frauds/' upon which the Church of Rome has 
for centuries depended for her existence, should any 
longer impose on the educated and the conscientious. 

Again : Christianity is a religion of holiness, as well 
as truth. Its object and its tendency are, to clothe 
man with the garment of righteousness, and adorn 
him with the beauty of holiness — ^to strip him of pride, 
and invest him with humility — to teach him self-denial 
in all things that impede his growth in grace — to 
elevate his soul above the influence of the senses, until, 
filled with the contemplation of that pure Being from 
whom it came, and to whom it must return, it shall be 
matured into a meetness for His presence. But is this 
the character or tendency of the religion propagated by 
the Jesuit Missionaries in India ? Have we not seen, by 
their own showing, that they boasted of their policy in 
carrying on their work by every means suited to cap- 
tivate the senses and foster Brahminical pride ? Instead 
of insisting upon their converts crucifying the flesh 
with the affections and lusts (Gal. v. 24), and laying 
aside every weight, and the sin which did so easily 
beset them (Heb. xii. 1), they left their passions un- 
disturbed, avoided every thing that was calculated to 
offend their vanity, and accommodated their doctrines 
and precepts to the Natives' feelings, habits, and pre- 
dilections. Instead of endeavouring to raise them to 
the elevation of the Gospel standard, they left them but 
little removed from the moral and mental prostration 
in which they found them. In this disgraceful com- 
promise they triumphed, thereby glorying in their 
shame (Philip. iii.l9) ; while they carried on a wholesale 
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and retail trade of Indulgences for every species of 

crime. 

Can any conscientious person believe that such a 
religion was founded by the holy Jesus, of whom it is 
written, that He " gave himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and puriiy unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works'^ (Titus ii. 14) ? 
The object of His mission to our apostate world was, to 
restore man to God. But without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord (Heb. xii. 14.). No religious system then 
can have Jesus Christ for its Author, which is not holy 
in all its doctrines, precepts, and institutions. 

Yet here also, as in the former case, there are many 
Romanists, whose moral character is entitled to appro- 
bation, that cannot venture to think themselves free to 
question the validity of any thing sanctioned by their 
Church. We respect their deference to Ecclesiastical 
authority and the pastoral office; but this has its 
limits^ and Apostles have defined them. " Whether it 
be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and heard.*' 
" We ought to obey God rather than men " (Acts iv. 
19, 20. V. 29.). If men will obsequiously take tradi- 
tion and ex-cathedrd injunctions for their guide, they 
abandon themselves to the direction of fallible men, 
and fatal will be the consequences of their credulity. 
But if, like the noble-minded Bereans, they will search 
the Scriptures daily, whether these things are so (Acts 
xviL 10 — 12); if they follow their teachers so far as 
they find them bearing testimony to Christ ; they will 
be consulting the very standard by which our Lord 
desired His own instructions to be proved (John v. 39), 
and render to their Church and her Ministers all the 
deference that they have a right to demand. Man is 
responsible to God for the religious doctrines he 
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believeSi and the religious duties he performs. The 
Bible was revealed from Heaven, to teach us the way 
thither. God is our Supreme Ruler, and His Word our 
only guide to everlasting life. It is, then, tyranny the 
most oppressive to demand implicit obedience to any 
other master, and absolute compliance with any other 
rule. Our Lord forbade even His Apostles to suffer 
themselves to be called Masters ; telling them, that 
they had only one Master, even Christ Neither were 
they, or any of His disciples, to call any man their 
" father upon the earth f " for," He said, " one is your 
Father, which is in heaven " (Matt, xxiii. 8 — 10). The 
meaning is obvious. He did not intend in the least to 
alter the relative positions of parent and child, master 
and scholar ; nor to diminish the respect due from 
juniors to seniors, from inferiors to superiors, in all 
temporal matters : it was only in reference to their 
religious creed and obligations that He desired them 
to yield to no authority but that of God. As the sub- 
jects of a free country owe obedience to their king 
only so far as his commands are according to the laws 
of the land ; so, in the Church of Christ, none have a 
right to command in any matter that is opposed to the 
Word of Revelation. St Paul, therefore, disclaimed all 
dominion over the faith of others (2 Cor. i. 24) ; and 
confessed, that Ministers of the Gospel, how high soever 
their station in the Church, were themselves servants 
of God, whose Word they were bound to preach 
unadulterated and entire, and by Whose power alone 
it could convert and enlighten the soul (1 Cor. iii. 
5 — 10). Even St. Peter, whose authority ought to set 
the question at rest with every Romish minister, ex- 
pressly admonishes them not to assume authority " as 
being lords over God's heritage, but'' to be " ensam- 
pies to the flock " ( 1 Pet. v. 3). If the Pope, his prelates 
and priests, were as careful to obey the injunctions of 
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this Apostle, as they are to maintain their pretensions 
on the assumption of his supremacy, their Church 
would soon become a true section of the Universal 
Church of Christ, and she would be a blessmg to every 
land where she was established. 

We are glad to acknowledge, that there have been 
many of her priests answering to this character ; and 
that, even in Ireland — ^poor, distracted Ireland — there 
are, in our own times, some such bright exceptions to 
the ignorant, violent, and intolerant priesthood that 
hold that land in bondage. Take, for example, the 
Roman-Catholic priests of Birr; one of whom, in a 
Letter to the Romish Archbishop of Dublin, describes 
the sentiments and conduct of himself and his cousin, 
in the following satisfactory terms : — 

" When I arrived in Birr, Sir, I found the' Roman Catholics 
of that large and extensive parish buried in the most profound 
ignorance of the Gospel and of the truths of Christianity, the 
wretched votaries of the most revolting and debasing super- 
stition, and the unhappy victims of that gross ignorance that 
panders to priestcraft. 

" I told them they must not look to priestly absolution and 
penance for the hope of pardon for their sins, and recondliation 
with an offended God ; but to a firm belief and confidence in 
the aU-sufficient and atoning blood of a Crucified Redeemer, 
and sincere repentance towards God for their iniquities. 

''When I came to Birr, Sir, I found that the Roman 
Catholics of that parish had directed all their prayers to the 
Vir^ Mary, and that they seldom or never .prayed to the 
Saviour. I told them they were guilty of the horrible siu of 
idolatry, by transferring the homage of their hearts from the 
Creator to the creature — that God was a jealous God, and 
would not give His glory to another. 

" I found also, Sir, that the Roman Catholics of Birr were 
in the constant habit of praying to saints and angels, and 
begging their intercession; which practice I denounced as 
injurious to the Mediatorship of God the Son, and as opposed 
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to the Word of God — ^that there was only one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the Lord Jesus Christ, who ever maketh 
intercession for ns. 

" When I arrived in Birr, Sir, I found that the priests had in- 
variably inculcated upon the minds of the Roman Catholics of 
that parish the doctrine of exclusive salvation ; which I de- 
nounced as unchristian and anti-social, and which I refuted 
by the most irrefragable arguments from the Scriptures. 

'* By persevering and untiring efforts, but not without great 
persecution and suffering, my cousin and I have made the 
Roman Catholics of Birr abandon the worship of saints and 
angels, and the revolting superstitions of the Scapular. 

" We have instructed them in the sound principles and 
truths of the Gospel ; we have abolished the litany of the Virgin 
Mary, and substituted in its stead the litany of Jesus ; we have 
made our flock look to the Saviour as the only foundation 
whereon to build ; we have inculcated upon the minds of our 
congregation the leading doctrines of the Gospel, which are, 
belief in a Crucified Redeemer, and repentance for sin ; * for in 
Christ Jesus, neither circumdsion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
cumcision, but a new creature/ We still retain the Latin 
mass, which, afler a time, we mean to translate into the ver- 
nacular tongue ; and which we offer up as a sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving, and as a memorial of the all-sufficient and 
atoning sacrifice of Christ upon the cross. 

'* We have told our flock that the doctrine of Purgatory was 
the invention of clerical avarice, a pious fraud of the priests, to 
draw money from the pockets of the people, who daily make 
an unholy traffic and merchandize of their souls, and for the 
existence of which place not a single satisfactory or conclusive 
text can be deduced from the Scriptures. 

And what reception did these good men meet with 
from those whose priestcraft they so boldly denounced ? 
The author inform us — 

'• No sooner. Sir, did the bigots of Birr and their partisans 
the priests perceive that my cousin and I preached these doc- 
trines, than, like Demetrius, the silversmith, and his craflsmen. 



112 LETTER TO DR. WISEMAN. 

who got no small gain by making silver shrines for Diana of 
the Ephesians, they assembled together with the workmen of 
like occupation, to defend the crafl by which they got their 
wealth, and conspired to remove me and my cousin from the 
parish of Birr, for despising the temple of the Virgin Mary, the 
gpreat goddess of the Roman Catholics, and abolishing her wor- 
ship in Birr, and destroying her magnificence where aU the 
papists worship*. 

There is much more in the Letter to the same effect : 
but let this suffice. With Romanists of this character 
Protestants could associate with the confidence of 
friendship. But how are we to confide in the men 
who, while publicly avowing their disposition and 
determination to live on terms of amity with their 
Protestant fellow-subjects when the ** Catholic Eman- 
cipation Biir^ should be passed, were at the very time 
secretly carrying forward in Ireland their designs for 
the extirpation of the Protestant faith ? They were 
educating the whole body of their priesthood in that 
country in the wicked and intolerant principles of Dens^ 
Theology, and that in the very College of Maynooth, 
founded and maintained by the Protestant Government 
of Great Britain. It would detain us too long to enter 
at length into the character of that work : suffice it to 
say, that it inculcates all the dogmas and intolerance 
that disgraced the Roman Church in the darkest ages 
of her history. The following specimen of its tenets 
will be sufficient to justify this assertion : — 

1. ** The Protestants of all Denominations are accounted as 

heretics by the Church of Rome, and worse than Jews 
or Pagans." 

2. *' That we are all, by Baptism, placed under the power of 

her domination." 

3. '* That so far from granting us toleration, it is her duty 

to exterminate the rites of our religion." 

* Letter of the Rev. Michael Crotty, &c., pp. 3, 4. 
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4. " That it is her duty to compel us, by corporal punish- 

ments, to submit to her faith." 

5. " That the punishments she decrees are, confiscation cf 

property, eanle.^ imprisonment, and death." 
Lastly, " That the only restraint (on the application of her 
doctrines) is a mere question of expediency, when it 
may suit the convenience of the papal power." 

This infamous work is not confined within the pre- 
cincts of Maynooth ; extensive editions of it having 
been recently published under the express sanction of 
the Romish hierarchy in Ireland, who have also ap- 
pointed it as the conference book of their clergy, 
thereby continually exercising them in the abominable 
lessons of their youth. When these facts were dis- 
closed in 1835, the public mind was very naturally 
much alarmed, and its confidence in the friendly pro- 
fessions of their Romish fellow-subjects greatly shaken. 
Every expedient was resorted to, in order to allay the 
general apprehensions awakened by the detection of 
this nefarious conduct ; and the very bishops who had 
directed this use of the work by their clergy, and under 
whose express sanction it was published, were not 
ashamed actually to disavow it Not to enter into the 
farther disclosures that have been made in consequence 
of this shameful disclaimer, I shall dismiss the subject 
with the wise and temperate remarks upon it made by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. That respected prelate 
is reported to have spoken in the House of Lords, on 
16th July 1835, to the following effect : — 

*' It had always been his rule to abstain, as much as possible, 

from erery thing that could give personal offence to any body ; 

and he had been particularly careful with respect to the conduct 

of the Romish Ecclesiastics in Ireland. There certainly had 

been enough, in some respects, to provoke one's indignation, 

and, in another point of view, to excite one's sorrow ; and he 

must be allowed to say, that the last feeling was most strongly 

predominant in his mind. Witii respect to the Romish Church, 

I 
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it was in many respects the same as our own ; it held many of 
the orthodox doctrines which the Church of England held, 
although in many respects it had corrupted the Christian truth ; 
and the policy by which it had promoted its own power was 
at one time detestable in the highest degree. In some of the 
Condnental States, the despodc principle which had been 
applied to it had in some degree controlled its influence ; but 
no such controul having been exercised over it in Ireland, it 
still retained its original principles. There were parts in the 
4feork now more particularly alluded to, which both the so- 
vereign and the public had a right to complain of, and which 
ought to have been expunged before it was printed by authority. 
He assumed that it had been printed by authority, because, in 
the Roman-CatkoUc Directory^ its title declared the fact so to 
be. If any of their Lordships were in such a situation — if a 
book containing such doctrines as were set forth in Dens^ had 
gone forth, stated to have been published by their authority — 
would they not have taken the very first opportunity of dis- 
claiming it ? That statement was a libel on the Roman-Catho- 
lic bishops, if it had not been published on authority ; and in 
that case, the work must have been disclaimed. Under all the 
circumstances, he thought what would tend more to pacify 
Ireland than any thing else, as far as religion was concerned, 
in the dissensions of that country, would be, tliat the Romish 
bishops there should come forward, in the true spirit of the 
religion which they professed, and, taking into consideration 
the accusations which had been preferred against them, dis- 
tinctly disclaim the imputations, and take such other measures 
as should prevent them from being hereafter urged against 
them. There was another circumstance connected with the 
conduct of the bishops of the Church of Rome, which had 
occasioned him great pain ; — when he heard of the atrocities 
which were committed ; when he saw it stated, upon authority, 
that the Romish priests were in the habit of denouncing from 
their chapels, and holding up the Protestants to vengeance. The 
system of persecution now carried on in Ireland against the 
Protestants was very much of the same character with that 
which had been directed by the Pagans against Christians, in 
the early ages. Of the evils they were called on to suffer, by 
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far the smaUest part was inflicted by the governing power ; it 
was the connivance of the governors at the tumultuary proceed- 
ings of those who were animated by a spirit of persecution ; 
and it was pretty much the same at the present day in Ire- 
land. He fervently hoped that the time was not far distant, 
when, actuated by a more liberal spirit, the Romish Clergy 
would deserve the credit of regulating their influence by the 
principles of Christian charity and forbearance ; and when that 
system of denunciation, which had so long prevailed, would be 
abolished for ever. He hoped their Lordships would forgive 
the few observations he had taken the liberty of making on this 
occasion ; not having been at all prepared, because not intend- 
ing, but for the personal allusion of the Noble Viscount (Mel- 
bourne), to state any opinion on the subject. The hopes he had 
expressed came from his heart : he only wished that his voice 
could be heard where it would be of use." * 

Besides this system of Theology for the instruction 
of her priesthood, the Romish Church still publishes, 

* A Romiah priest, educated in the principles of Dens' Theology, 
has recently published an Address to the Lower Orders of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland ; to which he appends the following 

*' POSTSCRIPT. 

^' Omnibus ^orum interest. — The Theology qf Peter Dens, which 
is now before the world, is a standard work of Irish-Catholic ortho- 
doxy, and of Roman-Catholic orthodoxy universally. It was pub- 
lished in Ireland, and on the Continent, in the customary way, per^ 
missu Superiorum, with the full sanction and approbation of episcopal 
authority. No exception was evef taken to it, in whole or in part. 
It was printed in Ireland expressly for the use of the Irish-Catholic 
priests, to be their guide in casuistry and speculation. In the 
library of Dr. Murphy's Seminary in Cork there were fifty or sixty 
copies of it, for the use of the Seminary and the Diocesan Clergy. 
It should be remarked here, that Dens is not singular in his doctrine 
respecting ^heretics.' Every Roman-Catholic Theologian, who has 
written on the same subject, coincides with Dens. This matter shall 
be handled in my next publication. " D. O. C." 

Those who may desire fuller information on this subject are re- 
ferred to the Letter addressed by the Rev. R. J. M'Ghee to the Pro- 
testants cf the United Kingdom. Also, to the Authentic Reports of 
the two great Protestant Meetings held in Exeter Hall in 1835. 

I 2 
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for the edification of her Laity also, the Douay and 
Rhemish Bible and Testament, with Notes of the same 
infamous character. One or two specimens will 
suffice : — 

Deut. xvii. 12. — '* He that will be proud, and refuse to obey 
the commaudmeut of the priest, that mau shall die.'' 

Note. — ^* Here we see what authority God was pleased to 
give to the Church giudes of the Old Testament, in deciding, 
without appeal, all controversies relating to the Law ; promising 
that they should not err therein (and punishing with death 
such as proudly refused to obey their decisions) : and surely he 
has not done less for the Church guides in the New Tes- 
tament.'' 

Matt. xiiL 29. — '' No ; lest perhaps, gathering up the cockles, 
you may root up the wheat also together with it." 

Note. — ** The good must tolerate the evil, when it is so 
strong that it cannot be redressed without danger and dis- 
turbance of the whole Church; and commit the matter to 
God's judgment, in the latter day. Otherwise, where ill men 
(be they heretics or other malefactors) may be punished or 
suppressed without disturbance and hazard of the good, they 
may and ought, by public authority, either spiritual or tempo- 
ral, to be chastized or executed." 

The following is one of the questions proposed by 
their bishops to be propounded in the conferences of 
the priests:— 

" What is the duty of judges and juries" ? For the solution 
of which, their Testament furnishes this comment : — 

Matt. xxviL 24. — ** Innocent of the blood of this just 
man." 

Note. — *' Though Pilate was much more innocent than the 
Jews, &c., yet he is damned for being the minister of the 
people's wicked will against his own consdence. Even as all 
officers are, and especially the judges and juries, which execute 
laws of temporal princes against Catholic men ; for all such are 
giulty of innocent blood, and are nothing excused by that they 
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execute the laws which are unjust; for they should rather suffer 
death themselves than put an innocent man to death/'* 

We may now form some idea of the confidence to be 
placed in the professions of men, who, with good 
words in their mouths, are here proved to have had 
war in their hearts. I am aware it may be alleged, 
that, in all this, the Romish bishops are only acting in 
accordance with the oath they take at their consecra- 
tion. In it, " we have no mention of disputing with, or 
labouring to convince, gainsayers ; but he, the bishop, 
roundly undertakes the most compendious way to per- 
secute heretics, schismatics, and all rebels against our 
lord the Pope and his successors, to the utmost of his 
power t. Can it be denied that this oath is still taken 
by Romish bishops at their consecration? We con- 
cede, that it shows the consistency of their proceedings 
just described ; but does the mere circumstance of 
their consistency diminish their perfidy? — for perfidy it 
is, to meditate the perpetration of a deed while so- 
lemnly protesting against it Is this consistency calcu- 
lated to conciliate Protestants, or to remove their appre- 
hensions, when they find that intolerance and persecution 
are inculcated on the entire Romish conmiunity as a 
religious duty, which their bishops are pledged to see per- 
formed, as far as it may be expedient, and to the utmost 
practicable extent? We are justified in characterizing 
conduct like this as most perfidious. The best of men 

* The comments on the following texts will farther illustrate the 
animtu of the Romish Church towards the Protestant cause and 
people. Luke ix. 55. xiv. 23. Acts xxv. 15. 1 Cor. y. 5. 2 Cor. vi. 
14. X. 4—8. 2 Tim. iii. 9. James i. 25. Rev. ii. 20. xvii. 6. The 
Testament containing these Notes, exhorting to the destruction of 
Protestants, was published at Dublin so late as 1818. 

-f See Bishop of Worcester's Charge, in 1722. The express words 
are, ^' Hereticos, scismaticos, et rebelles domino nostro Papa vel 
successoribus ejus pro posse persequar et impugnabo." 
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differed as to the expediency and the duty of passing 
the Catholic-Relief Bill : but when passed, all united in 
the wish that the hopes of its friends might be realized ; 
that the Romish Bishops in Ireland would redeem their 
pledge, voluntarily given, that they and their flocks 
would live together with their Protestant fellow-subjects 
in harmony; and that they would refrain from all 
interference with the Protestant institutions of the 
land. They were believed so implicitly, and to such 
an extent, that the majority of the Protestants of 
Great Britcdn became clamorous for their admission to 
equal privileges with themselves. England, in her 
unsuspecting generosity, granted their " claims'' : and 
what was the result ? Taken into the bosom of the 
State, how soon did they show, like the frozen snake 
when revived by the warmth of the husbandman's fire, 
that the enmity of their Church against the Protestant 
faith and liberty, which our forefathers deemed it neces- 
sary to restrain, existed in themselves with its wonted 
virulence; — that while we hoped it was extracted, 
it was merely rendered dormant by the circumstances 
of the times, and needed only the opportunity since 
afforded to resuscitate, and show their inveterate dispo- 
sition to destroy the Protestantism of the land. Griev- 
ously have they disappointed many who favoured their 
demands; while those who suspected their ulterior 
designs are not among the last to deplore the speedy 
accomplishment of their predictions. 

The work of Dr. Wiseman is one auxiliary in the 
general crusade now carried on against the Religion 
of Great Britain: and we now leave the reader to 
estimate the comparative merits of the two causes that 
he has contrasted. The Protestant that understands 
and feels what he believes, will lift up his heart in 
gratitude to the Lord, that he possesses a religion that 
is founded in truth— a religion, that, instead of requiring 
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the slightest deviation from the Bible in its defence, 
can never be so efieetually maintained as when her 
advocates adhere the most faithfully to that sacred 
standard. But while it is our duty "earnestly to 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints "' ( Jude 3), we are bound, no less earnestly, 
to supplicate the Almighty and All-merciful God, that 
He would pour the riches of His grace upon those who 
are yet in error, to guide them into all truth, and make 
them heirs with us of everlasting life. 

May He vouchsafe speedily to answer our prayers ! 
And if what is here written shall be the happy means 
of convincing Dr. Wiseman, especially, of his error, 
most gratefully will I render unto God the tribute of 
praise. He will then understand, that a feeling of 
Christian charity towards himself, no less than a con- 
viction of duty to God and His Church, has withheld 
me from making the smallest compromise to any thing 
that he has advanced contrary to Truth. 
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JAMES A. STEWART MACKENZIE, Esq., in the Chair. 



The Reverend Jamet Hough called in ; and examined. 

Were you in India, in the service of the East-India Company ? — 
Yes, as one of their Chaplains. 

In what part of India did you chiefly reside ? — In the South of the 
Camatic, in the province of Tinnevelly. 

Had you many opportunities of observing the character of the Na- 
tive Population ? — Constant opportunities ; my duties as the Com- 
pany's Chaplain employed me only on the Sabbath. My Station, 
Falamcottah, being small, I was at liberty, in general, the whole of 
the week, to attend to the Native Population ; and nearly all my time 
was devoted to their improvement. 

Have your labours ever had a Missionary direction ? — Entirely so : 
I had the Institutions of the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, and those of the Church Missionary Society, entirely under my 
care in that province. 

From such residence, and from such opportunities of observation, 
can you state to the Committee what is your impression of the 
general character of those who either are themselves Converts to 
Christianity, or are born of Christian parents ? — The question would 
require me to state the different Churches that are established in the 
East Indies ; because the characters of the Christians vary according 
to the communities with which they are connected. The Syrian 
Christians appear to have been the earliest Christian Church esta- 
blished in India. The data on which this assumption is founded are 
uncertain: some authorities ascribe its origin to St. Thomas. 
Nicephorus relates, that that Apostle visited Ceylon and the conti- 
nent of India ; and that he closed his labours there, after having 
founded a Christian Church. It is also recorded — I do not at this 
moment remember where— *that one Johannes signed his name at the 
fipuncil of Nice, as Bishop of India. This, which occurred in the 
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fourth century, is probably the earliest intimation on record of the 
existence of a Church in India. 

About the beginning of the sixth century, Cosmas Indicopleustes 
speaks of the Syrian Church which I have mentioned ; and says, that 
their Bishops were ordained in Persia ; whence it is inferred that 
they were Nestorians, as the Archbishop of Persia was at that 
time subject to the Patriarch of Seleucia, who was undoubtedly a 
Nestorian. It is not known at what period the Syrian Christians* 
faith was reformed, but certainly they do not now hold the tenets of 
that heresy. Their belief in the Holy Trinity accords with the 
Sacred Scriptures, and the Creed of the Church of England. For 
many years they appear to have met with great success among the 
Brahmins and the Nairs of Travancore, who compose the military 
caste, and are the nobility of that country. They were then much 
respected by the reigning government, and enjoyed equal immunities 
with the other inhabitants of the country. In the enjoyment of these 
advantages they seem to have been undisturbed, until the Roman 
Catholics invaded their province, about the middle of the sixteenth 
century; and they persecuted them, and destroyed many of their 
public records, the Formularies of their Church, and their Scriptures. 
By this .means they succeeded in separating nearly one-half of that 
body, and uniting them with their own Church. The Syrian Church, 
accordingly, in Travancore, is at present divided into two parties : 
the one party are called the Syrian Christians ; and the other, the 
Roman Syrians, in consequence of their being allowed to retain some 
of their customs and dress, but being required to conform to the 
principal dogmas and authority of the Romish Church. As a proof 
of their former respectability. La Croze, whose History of Christia- 
nity in India was published in 1724, says, that in his day they had 
1500 churches, and as many towns and villages within the kingdoms 
of Cochin and Travancore. They continued in the depressed state 
to which the Roman-Catholic persecution reduced them, until within 
the last twenty years, when Lieutenant-Colonel Monro, the British 
Resident at the Court of Travancore, commiserating their condition, 
exerted all the means at his disposal for their amelioration. In con- 
sequence of his interest in their favour, and his representation to the 
Government of Travancore, many of their former privileges were 
restored to them. He found their Bishops and Clergy in a state of 
great ignorance, which is partly to be attributed to the destruction of 
all their books by the Roman Catholics. I limit these observations 
to the Syrian Christians. One of Colonel Munro's first objects was, 
to found a College for the education of their Priesthood, which was 
established at Cotym, a Station about twenty-five miles east of 
Aleppi. In order to put this College in a state of efficiency, he 
invited the Church of England to co-operate with him in his designs 
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for the improvement of the people. In compliance with this request, 
the Church Missionary Society sent to Travancore, in the first 
instance, one Missionary, Mr. Norton, who was shortly after followed 
by three Missionaries, Mr. Bailey, Mr. Fenn, and Mr. Baker. This 
College was placed under the care of the Rev. Joseph Fenn, with the 
entire concurrence of the Matron or Bishop of the Syrian Church and 
his Clergy. Mr. Fenn had the charge of this College about ten 
years, and during that time educated several of their Catanars or 
Priests : when I left it, there were upwards of fifty Students in the 
College, some of whom had made great proficiency in the Latin lan- 
guage, the Syriac, and other branches of literature. I have three 
times visited this College, and examined the Students ; and have sel- 
dom been better satisfied with the progress of the boys in an English 
School, than I was with the progress which these Syrian Vbuths had 
made. The expenses of this College were, in a great measure, de- 
frayed from the produce of a grant of land — I think I may say, a 
whole island — in the back water of Travancore, which was appro- 
priated by the Ranee of Travancore for this specific purpose. The 
island was not then in a sufficient state of cultivation entirely to sup- 
port the Institution ; and the residue of the expense was defrayed by 
the Church Missionary Society, and, I believe, local contributions. 

Do you know how many Priests have been sent out from that 
College since its institution ? — I do not know ; but think there must 
have been upwards of 300. Since Mr. Fenn left the College in 1826, 
it has been under the care of the Rev. William Doran, a Missionary 
of the same Society ; and while under his care, the number of pupils 
increased to 100 : under his tuition, several of the Students made 
considerable progress in the elementary branches of Mathematics, 
besides their acquisitions in Latin and Greek, and European litera- 
ture. These are the latest accounts of the efficiency of the College 
which I have been able to collect. Another object of Colonel Monro, 
for the improvement of the Syrian Christians, was the Translation of 
their Scriptures into the vernacular tongue, the Malayalim, from the 
Syriac. This department of labour was assigned to Mr. Benjamin 
Bailey, who in a few years succeeded in producing a Translation 
which was acceptable to all classes. The third branch of labour was 
that of the School department; which was assigned to Mr. Baker, who 
established numerous Parochial Schools throughout the villages of 
the Syrian Christians in Travancore, and a Central School for Youth, 
preparatory to their admission to the College as Students. It was 
the Missionaries* intention to add two other Grammar Schools ; one 
in the north, the other in the south of the Syrian Colony ; but the 
funds of the Church Missionary Society have not yet enabled them 
to carry that plan into effect. A printing-press was established at 
Cotym, at which the Scriptures, when translated by Mr. Bailey, were 
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printed, besides the different schooUbooks and elementary works for 
the general use of the Syrian community. The whole of these mea- 
sures were carried on with the entire concurrence of both Metrans of 
the Syrian community of Travancore ; with whom I have repeatedly 
conversed, and found that the Missionaries possessed their entire con- 
fidence. The Missionaries carefully abstained from any measures 
that were calculated to offend the feelings and prejudices of the 
Syrian Christians ; although many of their practices and ordinances 
were such, that they could not think of proposing to associate them, 
in their present state, with the Church of England. They carried 
on their measures with a hope that, by this diffusion of Scriptural 
and literary knowledge, the Syrians would, in time, propose to reform 
their own customs. I was witness to the performance of Divine 
Worship in one of the Syrian Churches, according to the Form of the 
Church of England, in the Malayalim tongue, into which our Liturgy 
had been translated. This was a thing unheard of before, as the 
Syrians have hitherto always performed their Service in the Syrian 
tongue, which is as unintelligible to the Syrian as Latin is to the 
Roman-Catholic community : I have seldom met with a Syrian Priest 
who could really interpret the prayers that he was accustomed daily 
to read. The Missionaries endeavoured to prevail upon the Metrans 
of the Syrians to allow their Catanars to preach to their people : I 
also have joined them in this recommendation, when the Metran 
assured me that he had no objection to the practice ; indeed, that he 
should be rather glad of its adoption, but that their Priests were in- 
competent to preach. He, however, expressed his hope that some of 
the Priests, educated in the College at Cotym, would soon be able to 
perform that important duty ; — and within the past few years, that 
hope has been realized ; several of these Students having preached 
regular discourses to their congregations on the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of Scripture. The Parochial Schools were very extensive ;, but 
I cannot state much in their favour, in consequence of the want of 
constant superintendence; there being only one Missionary to give his 
attention to the subject, and the Schools lying wide apart. The 
present race of Syrians are the children of Syrian Christians. Their 
state of depression has been such for years past, that it has been as 
much as they could accomplish to keep their community together ; 
consequently, they have, for years past, that is, since the p(»rsecution 
of the Roman Catholics, been able to make very few attempts to con- 
vert their Hindoo neighbours. The whole of this information 
applies to those Syrians who are the descendants of the Syrian Chris- 
tians. 

Have you had any personal opportunity of seeing the Roman- 
Syrian Christians? — I have had personal opportunities of seeing 
them ; and have visited their College, the Roman-Catholic College at 



APPENDIX I. 125 

* 

Verapoly, near Cochin, where the Roman-Syrian Catanars are edu- 
cated. 

By whom was that College founded ? — By, I believe, the Roman 
Catholics of Goa. * 

At what period ? — That I cannot say. 

With what revenues ? — I believe from Goa, but I am not certain. 

Are you aware of the number of persons educated therein, and of 
the number of Priests sent forth therefrom ? — When I visited Vera- 
poly, there were about fifty Students in the College, the greater part 
of whom wore the dress of the Roman-Syrian Catanar : the Roman- 
Syrian Christians amount to between 60,000 and 70,000, which is 
the number of the pure Syrian Church also. I have no direct infor- 
mation as to the number of Priests educated at Verapoly, but con- 
clude, from the numbers of the community so nearly corresponding 
with the Syrian community, that the Priesthood educated there must 
amount to the same number. The College of Verapoly, when I was 
there, was under the charge of an Irish Bishop, Doctor Prendergast, 
who was educated in Spain. He was subject to the Pope of Rome, 
I believe. 

What is your estimate of the number of Native Christians, first of 
the Syrian, and secondly of the Roman-Syrian Church ? — The Syrian 
Christians I have estimated St about 70,000, the Roman Syrians at 
the same number, but the Roman-catholics in India amount to a 
much greater number. I limit my answer to the Syrians, and the 
Roman Syrians in Travancore, because there are many other classes 
of Roman Catholics throughout the Company's dominions. 

Can you state the number of them ? — My best means of information 
are Letters which the Abb6 Dubois, a Jesuit Missionary, published 
about nine years ago in London. He says, *' Francis Xavier made 
many thousand converts about three centuries ago; but that at the pre- 
sent time there are not more than a third of the Christians who were to 
be found in India eighty years ago, and that this number diminishes 
every day, by frequent apostacy." But the same authority describes 
these converts as of the lowest character ; so low, that Xavier him- 
self, at the expiration of two years, entirely disheartened by the 
invincible obstacles he everywhere met with, and the apparent impos- 
sibility of making real converts, left the country in disgust. The 
Abb^ Dubois himself was a Missionary, residing chiefly in Mysore : 
he laboured about thirty-two years in India, but acknowledged that 
he was equally unsuccessful. With the assistance of a Native Mis- 
sionary, he says, *' I have made in all two or three hundred converts 
of both sexes : of this number, two-thirds were pariahs or beggars, 
and the rest were composed of sudras, vagrants and outcasts of 
several tribes, who, being without resource, turned Christians in 
order to form new connexions, chiefly for the purpose of marriage, or 
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with some other interested views. Among them are to be found 
some also who believed themselves to be possessed by the devil ; and 
who turned Christians after having been assured that on their 
receivinf^ baptism the unclean spirits would leave them, never to 
return ; and I will declare it, with shame and confusion, that I do 
not remember any one who may be said to have embraced Chris- 
tianity from conviction and through quite disinterested motives. 
Among these new converts, many apostatized, and relapsed into Pa- 
ganism, finding that the Christian Religion did not afford them the 
temporal advantages they had looked for in embracing it ; and I am 
verily ashamed that the resolution I have taken to declare the whole 
truth on this subject forces me to make the humiliating avowal, that 
those who continued Christians are the very worst among my flock." 

What is your observation with respect to the Roman-Catholic con- 
gregations in the South of India ? — I have known some Roman 
Catholics of respectable character and respectable attainments ; but 
the bulk of them answer to the description which the Abb6 Dubois 
has given. 

What is the number, so far as you have been able to form any 
estimate, of the Roman Catholics generally, throughout India ? — 
I shouldj from my own observation through the Southern provinces of 
India, estimate them at 300,000 or 400,000 : most of the fishermen 
round the coast, and the divers for chank and pearl fisheries, are 
Roman Catholics. 

What is the estimate of the number of Protestants, whether 
Lutherans, or English Episcopalians, or Baptists, or members of other 
Sects and Communions ? — ^I had occasion, about eight years ago, to 
calculate the number of Converts made by the different Protestant 
Missionaries in India : they then amounted, as near as I could cal- 
culate the number, to 23,000. 

Does your answer include the Christians described by Bishop 
Heber as forming the most interesting society which he has seen in 
India; namely, those in Tanjore and Trichinopoly ; in short, the 
descendants of those among whom Ziegenbalg preached, and who 
had been supplied by a succession of Lutheran Ministers from the 
Society for promoting Christian Knowledge ? — Yes, it does include 
those ; but Bishop Ueber visited India at a later period : my estimate 
was taken in 1823 ; but the exertions of the Missionaries since then 
have been much more prosperous than they ever were at any former 
period of the labours of Missionaries in South India* I have been 
able to obtain the increase at only one Station in the South of India, 
Tinnerelly. In 1823, the Native Christians in that province only 
amounted to about 4000 : they now exceed 8000 : that was the 
province of Tinnevelly alone. On the supposition that other Stations 
have been equally prosperous, it will of course make the number of 
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Christians, within the province named, 46,000. But it is to be 
remembered, that we are not to estimate the progress of Christianity 
in India by the numerical state of the Church. The Protestant Missio- 
naries proceed in a very cautious way before they admit any can- 
didate to the baptismal font, subjecting them to a state of probation 
which few who are not sincere will submit to. I have myself had a 
candidate withdraw at the expiration of six weeks, unable to wear 
the mask any longer. These events are of frequent occurrence. If 
the Protestant Missionaries used any temporal inducement to prevail 
upon the Natives to embrace Christianity, or if they even received 
all who offered themselves for baptism, they might soon double and 
treble the numbers I have stated. It should be remembered, also, 
that the Protestant Faith was introduced into the South of India 
very little more than a century ago, and that the Missionaries con- 
tinued to labour long in obscurity ; they inhabited that country 
which was the scene of the wars between the French and the English, 
and the armies of Hyder and Tippoo. In addition, therefore, to all the 
prejudices of the Natives which they had to encounter, and to their 
proscribing all the superstitions and idolatries of the Heathens 
around them, and requiring their converts to renounce every vestige 
of idolatry, it is rather matter of surprise that they were so successful, 
than that they did not succeed to a greater extent. The first Pro- 
testant Missionary to India was Bartholomew Ziegenbalg, who was 
sent to Tranquebar by the King of Denmark, in the earlier part of 
the last century. Feeling the impossibility of succeeding without 
further means and protection than the King of Denmark could supply 
him with, he made a voyage to England, and was introduced to King 
George the First ; and returned to India in a short time, countenanced 
by that King, and patronized by the Archbishops and Bishops of the 
Church of England : under their auspices he continued to labour 
with great success. Not many years after he was followed by other 
Missionaries, chiefly Lutherans from Germany, the most distin- 
guished of whom was Christian Frederick Swartz, who resided at 
Tanjore. The body of Christians I have named are the fruits of 
these and other Missionaries* labours : they are scattered over India, 
south of Madras : their chief Stations are, Vepery, Tanjore, Tran- 
quebar, Trichinopoly, Madura, Tinnevelly, Ramnad, Cuddalore : the 
whole of these Stations I have visited, with the exception of the last. 
But, as I have before said, the state of the Reformed Faith is not to 
be judged of by the actual number of converts, for the reasons 
already assigned. Instead of multiplying their converts, by receiving 
all that offer themselves for baptism, they examine them closely as 
to their motives, before they admit them ; at the same time, the Pro- 
testant Missionaries are carefully laying a good foundation for future 
labours; and they have established numerous Schools throughout 
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India, North and South. In 1823, the total amount of scholars in 
the different Schools, including the Government Schools in Bengal, 
amounted to about 60,000. I have been able to ascertain the in- 
crease of the Schools of only two Societies, from 1823 to 1831, at pre* 
sent : — the Schools of the Church Missionary Society have in seven 
years increased from 6581 scholars, to 12,298; and those of the 
London Missionary Society have increased, within the same period, 
from 4650 to 7600. It will be seen that the numbers have nearly 
doubled within the period of seven years ; from which we may form 
some estimate of the progress of education in the East Indies : and if 
the other Societies have increased in the same proportion, the children 
now under education in the East- India Company's dominions must 
amount to very little short of 100,000. In the greater parts of 
these Schools, Christian books are used : no Schools supported by 
the Missionary Societies are without the Scriptures, Catechisms, and 
other elementary books on Christianity. The effect of this general 
diffusion of instruction I have myself repeatedly witnessed ; and can 
without hesitation declare, that it was producing a good and a per- 
manent effect on the minds of the people, not only of the children 
educated in the Schools, but on the minds of their parents and their 
neighbours. I have known instances of whole families regarding 
with approbation the books which our scholars have carried home 
from school, especially the New Testament, and read to their fami. 
lies ; and have had under my observation many instances of persons 
whose moral characters, although they have not been converted to 
the Christian Faith, have been greatly improved. Another good effect 
of these Schools I have found to be the bringing of the Heads of dif- 
ferent castes together in friendly intercourse. I have observed in the 
Schools in Tinnevelly, for instance, of which I had charge, that the 
Brahmins educated in our Schools no longer looked with a jealous 
eye on the Natives of inferior castes. Some of them, when they entered 
the school, required to be allowed to learn their lessons apart from the 
boys of inferior caste. But I have invariably found — I do not know 
a single exception to the statement — that in a very short time they 
have laid aside this fancied superiority, and have mingled with their 
schoolfellows, to learn their lessons : they soon were glad to ask of 
boys of inferior caste assistance in learning their lessons, and also 
have, in their turn, assisted others. One very important feature in 
these Schools remains to be noticed : it was for many years considered 
impossible to prevail on the Natives, the Hindoos, to allow their 
Females to be educated. Hindoo Females are regarded, it is well 
known, as inferior to the men, and are not allowed to associate with 
them on those friendly and social terms that the females of any 
Christian country are admitted to. A few years ago, I think about 
ten or eleven years, efforts were made to introduce Female Schools at 
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Calcutta : for some time it was thought quite a visionary project ; and 
one lady who went out (Miss Cooke) expressly for this purpose, in 
1821, was told, hy many persons long resident in India, that she had 
come to no purpose, that she could never succeed : however, she 
persevered ; and in the Schools established by her, and at other Mis- 
sionary Stations, there were in 1823 nearly 1200 female children : 
the returns last year, as well as I have been able to collect them' 
showed they had increased to upward of 3000 ; a sufficient proof that 
the native prejudices are fast declining on this subject : there is every 
prospect of the number of scholars increasing with greater rapidity. 
Besides these Schools for Children, the Missionary Societies in Jndia 
have Seminaries for the education of Native Priests, and Catechists, 
and Schoolmasters, for which they select the most promising children 
in their general schools. There are at present in India, I think, about 
120 European Ordained Missionaries ; about twenty Country-Born or 
Half. Caste Ordained Missionaries ; about the same number Native 
Ordained Missionaries and European Catechists ; and above 2000 
Schoolmasters and Readers, native and country-born. Assistants to 
the other Labourers. I have had too short a time to collect accurate 
information as to these numbers, and therefore speak to the best of 
my recollection : I think that these will be found rather within, than 
beyond, the actual numbers. Several of these have been ordained 
by the Bishops of Calcutta, who were quite satisfied as to their 
attainments and piety, and their general qualifications for the mini- 
sterial office. At Calcutta, it is perhaps unnecessary to remark that 
Bishop Middleton endowed a College upon an extensive plan for the 
same purpose, that is, for educating Native Missionaries. 

Have you seen any of the Native Catechists, or Native Priests, in 
the discharge of their labours ? — Yes, repeatedly. 

And what is your estimate of their qualifications for the work in 
which they are engaged ? — As far as my observation has extended, I 
have found them very well qualified indeed. I have repeatedly 
travelled among the Native Congregations in South India, in Tin- 
nevelly; and I never travelled without a Native Priest or Native 
Catechist with me. 

Have you ever visited villages in India composed chiefly or exchu 
sively of Native Christians ? — In the south of Tinnevelly, I have 
visited, I think, all the villages that contain Christian Congregations ; 
and in the centre of that district there are two entire Christian 
villages ; one containing, I think, 500, and the other 400 Native 
Christians. They had their regular churches, and their Native Priest 
and Catechist, and their Boys* and Girls' Schools : these Christians 
were living together in a state of harmony ; there was not a vestige 
of idolatry to be seen in either of them, not an idol to be found ; they 
had their regular Service in the church, morning, and evening, daily. 

K 
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I have Fisited them frequently ; and have heen particularly Interested, 
when among them^ to see the groups of women, while the men were 
labouring in the field, assembled together under the shade of the 
palmyra-tree, spinning cotton, and singing their Lutheran hymns 
to the motion of their wheels. The names of the villages are, the one 
Mothelloor, the other Nazareth. I was much interested to observe 
the harmony in which these people seemed to live together : each was 
like an Oasis in the moral desert of this immense country. I was 
careful to ascertain the character and conduct of the people toward 
their heathen neighbours ; and the Hindoo Tassildar of the district 
assured me that they were a quiet, inoffensive people, and that he 
should rejoice if all the inhabitants around him were of the same 
character. I could not but regard these villages as encouraging tro- 
phies of the Christian Missionaries* achievements in the East. 

Are you aware of the history of the Native Gatechist, Sattianaden ? 
— I am quite aware of his history and of his success ; I have just been 
describing the scene of his labours. Sattianaden was a Native Priest, 
a pupil of Mr. Swartz, and ordained by him, with three other Na- 
tives : he laboured chiefly in the province of Tinnevelly, where his 
name is still remembered with respect. Reverting to these two vil- 
lages, they were a part of the Mission of the Christian Knowledge 
Society in Tinnevelly : when I arrived in that province, they had been 
without a Missionary for ten years. I was desired, by the Archdeacon 
of Madras, to ascertain the state of Christianity within the province 
of Tinnevelly; and in order to obtain the necessary information, 
I performed my first journey; and it was then that I discovered 
these two villages ; for they may be called discoveries, since 
their existence was unknown at Madras at the time I sent my in- 
formation. Of these two villages I sent a particular account to the 
District Committee of the Christian Knowledge Society at Madras ; 
which account has been published in their Annual Report, and has 
been transcribed in a Memoir of Bishop Middleton, by Mr. Le Bas. 
Having hereby stated the progress of the Protestant Faith in India, I 
am aware of a counter-statement which has been published, and to 
which I have already referred, by the Abbe Dubois ; but I think the 
contrast may be accounted for, by reverting to the means used respec- 
tively for the conversion of the Hindoos. The Abbe Dubois endeavours 
to account for the failure of the Roman-Catholic Missionaries by 
assigning these three causes : he first attributes it to the Pope's inter- 
ference with the Jesuits, who conformed to the customs and idola- 
tries and superstitions of the Hindoos, in order to conciliate their 
minds, and to induce them to embrace the Roman-Catholic Faith. 
The Roman Catholics in India, the Capuchins and Janisarists, 
and other Orders, protested against this conformity of the Jesuits, 
and applied to the Pope. The Jesuits, after repeated remonstrances 
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from Rome, at length found it expedient to desist ; but M. Dubois 
considers that from that time conversion has ceased, and the Roman - 
Catholic Religion has been on the decline. This is the first cause to 
which he assigns the declension of the Roman-Catholic Religion in 
India. The next is, the wars between the English and the French. 
Now, although those wars must necessarily have interfered with the 
labours of the Christian Missionary where they occurred, yet the 
Protestants in the Carnatic were much more exposed to them than 
the Roman Catholics, who, in many parts, were removed beyond their 
influence; whereas, notwithstanding the long wars between those 
two Powers, the Protestant Faith has gradually increased in India 
in the manner I have already stated. But the Abb6 Dubois, probably 
not satisfied with these two causes, states, thirdly, as the chief cause, 
the Hindoos' detection of the Jesuits* imposture : he says, that the 
Jesuit Missionaries, in order to reconcile the Hindoos to a change of 
their religion, pretended that they were Brahmins from a distant 
country, and thereby gained for these persons and their office a 
degree of respect that would not have been paid to Europeans ; but he 
tells you, in the letters to which I have referred, that after a time they 
discovered that these Jesuit Missionaries were nothing more than 
Fringies — a contemptuous name, which they usually gave in those 
days to the Europeans ; and from that moment, he says, conversion 
ceased; and while circumstances continue as they are, he is firmly 
of opinion that they will continue to retrograde, until the Christian 
Religion is extinct in India : this is his own published account. I 
think, from these causes, an impartial observer would directly say, 
especially from the third cause, that the failure of the Roman-Catholic 
is sufficiently accounted for ; for how could we expect a body of people 
to place their confidence in Religious Teachers who set out with an 
imposture ? On the other hand, I would account for the success of 
the Protestant Missionaries by reverting to the simplicity of the means 
which they have used ; and it will be found that they are precisely 
the means that were employed by the Primitive Teachers of the 
Christian Religion ; I mean, the dissemination of the Word of God, 
the diligent preaching of that Word, and the education of youth ; and 
the great care also which is exercised by all the Protestant Missio- 
naries with whom I am acquainted, to sustain the Christian character 
and Christian integrity in their congregations : and although, com- 
pared with the numbers which the Roman Catholics could once give 
in describing their converts in South India, the Protestants in the 
same country appear to be very few, yet I am persuaded, that if the 
Missionaries persevere in the course which they have hitherto taken, 
in the diligent use of the means which they have hitherto employed, 
nothing, with the Divine blessing on their labours, can prevent them 
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from ultimately lucoeeding in diffusing the Christian Religion 
throughout the vast Continent of India. 

Do you coQsider that the number of Chaplains at present in actual 
serrice, or on the lists of the East-India Company, can be sufficient 
for the wants of the people committed to them ? — By no means. 

Do you consider that they are adequate to the wants of the par- 
ticular Stations to which they are appointed ? — No, by no means ; 
and for this reason : there are, indeed, some Stations in the interior 
of India where the duties of a Chaplain do not employ the whole of 
his time ; but there are larger Stations, such as Military Canton- 
ments, where there is duty for two, if not for three Chaplains. The 
English community in India, when their Chaplain is obliged to re- 
move in consequence of ill health, which is frequently the case, are 
exposed for months, sometimes for several years, to the inconvenience 
of being without a resident Clergyman. 

Do you conceive that the single Bishop appointed for the service of 
the Church of England in the dominions of India generally is suffi- 
cient for the labour necessarily devolving on him ? — Certainly not : 
I think that there should be at least four Bishops in India, one for 
each Presidency, and one for Ceylon. 

Besides the admitted duty and policy of promoting Christianity in 
India, is there any particular mode for improving the character of the 
servants of the Government, either European or Native, which you 
could point out ? — The Abb^ Dubois, in the Letters to which I have 
referred, does indeed describe the general character of the European 
servants of the Honourable Company in India as very low indeed, and 
as calculated to make a very unfavourable impression on the minds 
of the Natives around ; and he considers this as calculated, to the 
extent of this impression, to defeat the efforts of the Missionary in 
that country. I should not now entirely subscribe to the Abba's 
description ; for although it might be — indeed I must confess that, to a 
great extent, it was correct when he first wrote his Letters, yet at pre- 
sent there is a great improvement in the state of European society in 
India. Since the increase of the Ecclesiastical establishment in 
India, it has produced a striking effect on the society of the Com- 
pany's servants, both Civil and Military ; and I have no doubt, if the 
Company were to extend their Ecclesiastical establishment, and to im- 
prove its efficiency, that this improvement in the moral state of their 
servants would continue to go on. I have also had frequent occasions 
to observe in India, that the Company's servants who were the most 
attentive to their religious duties were the most highly respected by 
the Natives around them. I could name an instance on the Tinne- 
velly Station, were not one of the parties now living, of a Native who 
had detected an imposition on the Revenue of the Company to a very 
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great amount : he went to the junior Magistrate at the station, stated 
that he had information of that nature to give, and that if he would 
receive it of him, he would give it truly, and he undertook to lead him 
to the spot where these contraband goods were secreted. The junior 
declined taking the information, without consulting his superior. The 
Native then said, " I must beg to retire : I know you, and I know 
your superior : I have no doubt he is an honourable man, but I do 
not see him go to prayers : I do not see him attend the House of God, 
and therefore I can place no confidence in him. I know that you do : 
you go every Sunday to the House of Qod to make poojah and perform 
prayer, and therefore I will trust to yon ; and if you will engage not 
to divulge the information, I will state to you all I know." The 
junior sent the man away, promising to return an answer the next 
morning : he stated the circumstances generally to his superior, ob- 
tained his sanction to proceed as the man desired, and he detected the 
fraud to a large amount. 

Now this is one instance of the respect which the Natives pay to the 
moral and religious character among the Company's servants, and the 
advantages that may be expected to accrue from it to Government. 

There is another suggestion that I wish to offer. I think it would 
be of great advantage to the Company's servants, and would make a 
very favourable impression on the native mind, if the Company 
required the Sabbath to be observed, and Divine Worship to be per- 
formed every Sunday, at every station where there is no Chaplain, by 
the senior servant of the station, or the person he may depute ; and 
that it should be regularly reported both at the Military and Civil sta- 
tions. I have had reason to know the favourable impression that the 
regular performance of this duty makes on the native mind. 

Have the British Government given any salaries to European Mis- 
sionaries ? — Occasionally. When the European Missionaries have 
been called in to officiate for the Europeans as Chaplains, the Govern- 
ment have remunerated them for their services, but in no other way 
that I am aware of. I have answered the question as to the morals of 
the Company's servants only in reference to the Company's European 
servants ; but I think it of very great importance that measures should 
be adopted for the improvement of the Company's native servants. 
The British Government, I may say, are brought into collision with 
the mass of the population of India through the frauds practised by 
their native servants : it is known, that in our Judicial Courts, in our 
Magisterial offices, corruption and bribery prevail to a very great ex- 
tent. I have myself repeatedly heard the Judges and the Collectors in 
India lament, most feelingly deplore, the existence of these practices^ 
and they have owned their inability to detect the evil. I know no 
means of checking and correcting this, but by establishing Schools ex- 
pressly for the education of the Company's native servants. At the 
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renewal of the last Charter, a lum of money was appropriated to the 
establishment of Schools throughout the proyince of Bengal : I believe 
the plan was commenced at Chinsurah, under the care of Mr. Gordon 
Forbes (in 1810), at that time the Commissioner of Chinsurah. Mr. 
Forbes employed a Missionary resident there to superintend the 
Schools under his care : they became very numerous, amounting, I 
believe, to thirty Schools, and the native children in them amounted 
to about 2000. I hold in my hand an extract of a Letter to Bengal in 
the Judicial department, expressing the great approbation of the Court 
of Directors to the plans so judiciously ' adopted and carried into 
effect by Mr. Forbes at that station : it is dated 2d February 1819 : — 
'* It is peculiarly satisfactory to us, to observe the advancement so ra- 
pidly making in the system of education for the children of the Natives 
in Chinsurah and its yicinity, under the prudent, rational, and conci- 
liatory efforts of Mr. R. May, so laudably countenanced and supported 
by Mr. Gordon Forbes the Commissioner ; and we g^ve our sanction to 
the monthly sum which you have directed Mr. Forbes to advance to 
Mr. May, in furtherance of this very desirable purpose.'* Seeing the 
acknowledged advantages that have resulted from the establishment 
of the Goyernment Schools in Bengal, I should venture to suggest 
the expediency and desirableness of extending the system to the other 
Presidencies of India ; and, instead of requiring one of the Company's 
servants to give his actual superintendence, whenever the superinten- 
dence of a Chaplain or a Missionary can be obtained, the Collector, or 
principal Company's servant at the station, should be authorized to 
employ him for the purpose of superintendence. 

Were you at Tanjore ? — Yes, I was. 

Are you aware that at Tanjore and at Tinnevelly the Christians 
have been punished for refusing to drag the car of the heathen idols ? 
— ^At Tinnevelly I can say that they have : I have only been at Tan- 
jore as a visitor ; and therefore cannot speak positively as to the fact 
at that station. 

Now, confining yourself to Tinnevelly for the present, at what time 
was that ?— During the period of my residence, between 1816 and 
1821 : in fact, there was no distinction made between one class and 
the other; all that the Natives could venture to compel they did 
compel, without regard to their religion. 

How was the punishment inflicted ? — I believe with a cane, by the 
peons of the place. 

Are you aware that at Palamcottah the converts were exonerated 
from direct taxation for the avowed support of the heathen worship 
in their own villages ? — I am not aware of any such exemption. 

Do you know whether the practice of stealing and selling female 
children has prevailed to any extent in the South of India ?— To a 
very great extent. 
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For what purpose ? — For the purpose of being brought up as danc- 
iiig-girls or common prostitutes, who form a part of the establishment 
of every Hindoo Temple. One instance came under my own notice, at 
Coimbatoor : a man and his wife were converted to the Christian 
Faith through the preaching of a Protestant Native Priest from Tran- 
quebar, in my employment. Some time after their being impressed 
by his preaching, and before their admission to the Christian Church, 
the woman came to the Catechist, and confessed to him, that during 
the famine, which prevailed in the Camatic in 1824, she had been in- 
duced to sell her child for this purpose : they came to make the con- 
fession, and, if possible, to recover their child. I made application to 
the person who had purchased her, offering the money which she had 
paid for the child, if ;^e would restore her to her parents ; but with- 
out effect. I theii.aiiplied to the Tassildar, a Hindoo, to assist me in 
obtaining the child, but he declined interfering. I found, unwilling 
as I was to trouble the Collector of the district, that that was my only 
course to pursue : I therefore applied to that gentleman (Mr. John 
Sullivan), who, shocked at the circumstance, immediately interposedj 
and required that the dancing-woman should give up the child whom 
she had so obtained, on receiving the pecuniary remuneration which 
she required. In this way we recovered the child. 

What was the age of the child ?-^When I recovered her, she was 
about four years of age. The kidnapping of children is very com- 
mon indeed, in the South of India, for this iniquitous purpose.' 

Do the Magistrates close the Courts on the Sabbath ? — I am sorry 
to say that they do not at all the stations. 

Generally ? — I believe generally, as far as my observation extends ; 
I can answer the question generally, but I cannot say universally : 
in fact, it depends on the inclination of the individual at the head of 
the department. 

Do the Revenue officers close theirs ? — There also it depends very 
much on the inclination and sense of religious duty and propriety of 
the person at the head o£ the office. But, I think, if any order was 
issued requiring the strict observance of the Sabbath, it would be 
attended with a most beneficial effect. In reference to the system of 
Schools, I would beg to offer one more suggestion : I would suggest 
the establishment of English Schools for the education of the Com- 
pany's servants in their different offices, their courts of justice, and 
their Collector's offices at every zillah. I have made the experiment 
at my own station, Tinnevelly, and found it attended with the most 
beneficial results. When I first went to Tinnevelly (I was the first 
Chaplain appointed to that Station), finding how little my official 
duties employed my time, I began very soon to pay attention to the 
Natives : one of my first objects was, to establish an English School 
for the purpose which I have stated, and a Tamul School for the 
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NativM generally : at first, the establishment of a school in English 
for the Natives was so gfreat a novelty, that I oould obtain no assis- 
tance from the Gentlemen on the spot. They did not interfere with 
me, but they wished to consider the matter before they sanctioned it* 
I found, howeyer, that they had no time so to enter into the consi- 
deration of the question as I thought it ought to be considered : I 
therefore established the School on my own responsibility. Six 
months had not transpired after the establishment of this English 
School, before the Collector of the district (Mr. John Cotton), seeing 
the advantages that were resulting, and were likely still further to 
result from the school, desired to know how I was proceeding, and 
what was the state of our funds. I sent him an account of our dis- 
bursements, and he contributed very liberally towards the object. 
Under his patronage I applied to the other Gentlemen at the stations, 
and collected an amount su£Eicient to pay for the building of our 
Schools and the support of our Masters ; and, during the whole pwiod 
of my residence in that part of India, the Gentlemen of the station 
contributed annually towards the support of these Schools. Several 
of the officers in the Courts at Tinnevelly were educated in our En- 
glish School; and the officers so educated were found to be much 
more efficient than those who had been left to pick up their education 
at such Native Schools as they could find, I made a point of intro- 
ducing the Scriptures and Christian Catechism and Formularies into 
these Schools ; and required all the pupils, whether Brahmins or 
Mussulmans, or whatever were their caste, to write me daily an exer- 
cise on some part of the Scriptures ; which they did, and made great 
progn^ess in this way. Now, from the favourable result of my own 
experiment, I take on myself to recommend to the Government the 
establishment of a similar School at all their stations ; and I should 
particularly urge the importance of placing these Schools under the 
care of the resident Chaplain, or of a Missionary, who has more time 
to devote to the education of youth than any other of the Company's 
servants can be supposed to have. The Gentleman to whom these 
Schools are entrusted should be required to send in his montUy 
returns of their progress to the Ecclesiastical Authorities at his Presi- 
dency, for the information of the Government. I should beg to sug- 
gest, that the Christians who are found competent to fill the offices of 
Government should be placed on a level with the Mahomedans and 
(he Hindoos, and admitted to all offices for which they may be qualified. 

In your progress through the South of India, have you been along 
the line of coast from Bombay to Cape Comorin ?— «I have been from 
Cape Comorin as far north as Cannanore. 

Between Cape Comorin and Cannanore are there, to your know- 
ledge, any British Settlements possessing churches, but possessing no 
Chaplain or Minister ?— Yes ; at Tellicherry there was a spacious 
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church : formerly a Chaplain was appointed to that station ; but he 
was withdrawn some time ago, eight or ten years ago; and while 
T was there, in 1826, the British inhabitants and Native Christians 
of Tellicherry were accustomed to assemble in the church on Sunday 
for Divine Worship. When it was in a dilapidated state, they re- 
quested the Government to repair it ; but finding that there was then 
no Chaplain at the station, they sent orders to pull it down : being on 
the spot at the time, I ventured to interpose ; and represented to the 
Government at Madras the advantages of the church to the present 
inhabitants, and requested them to allow it to be repaired. Upon 
this representation. Sir Thomas Munro acceded to the request; and 
it was put into a state of repair, and continues there to this day. 
With that exception, I believe there is no English church on the 
coast without a Chaplain. 

Is there a Chaplain at Calicut ? — I am not aware that there is. 

Was there a Chaplain at Calicut ? — Not at the time I was there. 

Was there a church ? — No Protestant church. 

Was there a church at Cochin ? — A Dutch church, not a Com- 
pany's church. There was formerly a Chaplain at Cochin : he re- 
mained there about three years, but he always used the Dutch 
church on the Sabbath ; an English church was not built there 
during my residence in India. 

Is there an English Chaplain ?— No ; there is an English Missio- 
nary, a Mr. Ridsdale, sent out by the Church Missionary Society. 

Is there an English Chaplain at Quilon ? — I believe not at this 
moment ; but there was when I was there. 

And was there a church there ? — I believe that there was a church, 
but I never saw it. 

Then at present there is a church there also without a Chaplain ? 
— There is there also, to the best of my knowledge. 

You have stated to the Committee that you have not been further 
on the Malabar coast than Cannanore : from any knowledge acquired 
from other sources, can you state to the Committee whether there be 
at Mangalore also a church without a Chaplain ? — The impression on 
my mind is, that there is a church there without a Chaplain; but 
I cannot speak with certainty ; and I am doubtful whether, if there 
be a church, it was built by the Government. 

Looking at the map of India, and casting your eye between Bombay 
and Cape Comorin, will you state to the Committee what in that line 
of coast, extending perhaps 600 miles, is the number of European 
Stations, and the number of Chaplains or Missionaries ? — What am 
I to understand by European Stations ? where Judges, Courts, and 
Collectors are ? 

Take it first in the technical sense of the word ; where there is a 
Revenue, Collector, Judge, and so forth ? — To the best of my know- 
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ledge there are eight stations between Bombay and Cape Comorin, 
exclusiye of Goa, which is a Portuguese station. 

How many Chaplains, when you were in India, were stationed 
along that coast P — ^Exclusive of Bombay, there were at one time four ; 
four within the Madras Presidency. 

At four out of eight, there, there were Chaplains ? — There was at 
one period of my residence : two of them were withdrawn during my 
residence in India. 

What was the number of British at Cannanore ? — It was a large 
military cantonment : I think, when I was there, there were not less 
than 1000 men. 

British born ? — British soldiers and officers. 

What was the number of Europeans at Treranderam ? — -I believe 
from twenty to thirty officers. There was generally an European 
regiment at Quilon, not far from Trevanderam ; where, accounting for 
the detachments that were stationed in different parts, it may be 
estimated that there were at least 500 men : generally, while I was in 
India, there was a resident Chaplain at Quilon ; but at one period of 
my residence, that Chaplain was withdrawn, and sent to another 
station ; and the station was without a Chaplain for a considerable 
time ; and I do not perceive now that there is a Chaplain there : but 
I have heard lately that the subsidiary force is withdrawn from Tra- 
vancore, which, probably, accounts for the absence of the Chaplain. 
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EDUCATION IN INDIA. 



Of all the subjects attending the progress of knowledge, and of 
the kingdom of Christ in the earth, there is perhaps none more 
interesdng, at the present moment, than the desire for European 
Education, without prejudice as respects its moral and religious 
tendency, among the Natives of India. 

In Bengal, and especially at Calcutta, the metropolis of India, 
this desire has been gradually developed, as the means for satis- 
fying it have been afforded, during several years past. In 
proportion as those means have been applied under the super- 
intendence of Teachers of Christian Principles, and with Chris- 
tian instruction for the basis of the knowledge imparted, the 
effects, in a moral and reli^ous view, have been highly bene- 
ficial. But the number of such Teachers has been very inade- 
quate to the occasion. Many of the Scholars have, in conse- 
quence, fallen into different hands, and acquired knowledge pro- 
ductive of the most pernicious effects. 

In the subordinate Presidency of Madras, the demand for 
European EMucation is more recent and limited. But three 
years ago, the state of feeling on the subject, at that place, was 
thus described in Letters from the Rev. J. Tucker, B.D. of the 
Church Missionary Society. 

" Madras, Nov. 26, 1833. 

<< I am beginning, by degrees, to gain some little acquaintance with 
the state of things at this Presidency, in regard to the interests of the 
Church of Christ. They present themselves to my mind in a pain- 
fully interesting light. The whole land, I may say, seems thirsting 
for the waters of life, and very few are found heartily engaged in 
attempting to communicate the blessing 

'* Let me now express my thoughts on the wants of the Natives, 
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chiefly in the neighbourhood of Madras, I fear that so little time is 
now left me for writing, that I must be content to speak on one part 
only of the various classes and divisions of the Native Population. 

^' The portion I refer to is the chief men among them, in this neigh- 
bourhood. They are not like those in Calcutta — ^men of rank, and 
influence, and information : they have acquired property, and this 
alone gives them weight. Their efforts after moral improvement are 
comparatively feeble, but by no means to be despised. They have 
established a sort of Literary Society and Reading Room : they visit 
and consult European Gentlemen, who are anxious for their advance- 
ment : and they are at this moment contemplating, by the aid of one 
or two Europeans, the establishment of a College for the education of 
their Youth in English Literature and the various Sciences. ' The 
Schoolmaster is abroad ' ; and no human power can stop ^ the march 
of intellect *, slow and child-like as it is at present among the Natives. 
But the Europeans who encourage them, are either unwilling or 
afraid to propose Christian Education : hiit, from all that I can gather 
from all quarters, there is now an opening which ought not to be 
neglected by those who are faithful to their Lord, and feel the re- 
sponsibility of our Church in her relation to India. 

'^ The Christian community here are disposed to favour such an In- 
stitution as I would propose. What is wanting, is, some one who 
would take the lead in managing it ; but chiefly an Englishman, 
Clergy- or Lay-man, of talent, acquainted with Mathematics to the 
extent to which Cambridge men usually proceed — ^Astronomy, Geo- 
graphy, and Natural Philosophy, abstract and experimental — English 
Literature, and no doubt Classical Education — and a capability of 
giving Lectures on these subjects ; — above all, a man of decided piety, 
whose chief, supreme desire would be to bring the Natives to the 
knowledge of God in Christ — a man of faith, who is prepared to meet 
with disappointments. Let such a man come out in faith, and I can- 
not doubt but that God will find both work and pay for him. If he 
be a Clergyman, he will find openings for usefulness without number 
(or let any number of Clergy come — unconnected, if you please, with 
any Society) ; the whole land is before him— he may go where he 
will, establish Schools, and, when he knows the language, find willing 
hearers everywhere. 

^' I must abruptly conclude this Letter on account of interruptions, 
hoping to continue it by the next ship. I beg you to bear this in 
mind, and make it known. You are acquainted with the history of 
Mr. Duff's Establishment in Calcutta, and the numerous Baptisms of 
Young Men of the highest talents and best education. We may look 
for the same fruits here, if only the means are used, in faith. Alas ! 
there is very little doing in Madras ; and that because of the fewness 
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of the Labourers. Will not one Gl^rgyman, or one Member of the 
Universities, give himself to India ? *' 

From a sfibaequent Letter, dated April 9, 1834. 

'' And now let me briefly refer to a subject commenced in a former 
Letter — the imperative duty of Christians to make some decided effort 
for giving a liberal education to the higher Native Youth here. They 
will have it ; and if something is not done, they will have a radical 
infidel one. It was but last week, one of them called upon me, and 
showed me a Prospectus for a ' Social Evening Meeting,' at the house 

of a Brother of our , but a man of bad habits — of 

which my friend is Secretary, and some one else Librarian. 

^^ If you can prevail on sojne young Clergyman to come out, one in 
whom you can depend, and let him establish an Academy, to give to 
the Native Youth a good English Education, in Literature, Mathe- 
matics, and the Elements of the Sciences, avowedly on Christian 
principles, stating his object to be, not merely to enlighten their 
minds, but to improve their moral character by sound knowledge ; 
and I cannot doubt but that he will find Scholars and Supporters. 
He might come out independent of any Society.'* 



Every endeavour then made in this country, to provide a 
person of the desired qualifications, for the objects thus stated 
failed. More recently, Mr. Tucker has resumed the subject, in 
communications from which the following passages are extract?. 

" Madras, August 1836. 
"It is long since I wrote to you about the pauental academy^ 
Its subsequent state of suspended animation, and its revival under the 
new name of the " madras o&ammab school," have been brought to 
your notice. We have now a Master, Mr. Kerr — I hope a young man 
of piety, great steadiness of character, and well qualified for his post. 
The School has been opened two months, and we have eight Boarders, 
and about forty-five Day Scholars ; the number of both steadily in- 
creasing. The boys are receiving a solid, religious, and useful educa- 
tion in connexion with the Church of England; the Boarders attend- 
ing the Mission Chapel on Sundays and Tuesdays, and also my 
Sabbath School. Of the eight Boarders, there are three Youths of 
whom I have good reason to hope that they are led by the Spirit of 
Ood, and whose desire appears sincere to be employed in Missionary 
labour. Another also is expected, who is, I think, superior to the 
other three ; — they are all from about 16 years old : besides these, 
there are three Native Christian Boys. Of the four that I speak of, 
two are European, two East-Indian. Viewing such an Institution in 
reference to the community at large, I need not tell you what a blessing 
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it is. Before its restoration, the boys were sent either to some 
low irreligious school, or to the Roman-Catholic Seminary, under the 
superintendence of the new Romish Irish Bishop and Clergy : some 
went no where. But besides this, it is of importance as a Missionary 
Nursery ; for if our views on the subject be correct, our Correspond- 
ing Committee are justified in attaching considerable importance to 
this Institution, as well calculated to raise up, by degrees, a body of 
Clergy educated in this country. Now, to deal with it as a matter 
of business, ve want a Second Matter ; and we look to you to help us. 
If Mr. Kerr*8 health were to fail — and he is far from strong — the 
School must be again dispersed ; for we can find no one qualified 
here. Let me entreat you, then, to help us to your utmost, as indeed 
I am sure you will. What we require is, a Young Man of decided 
piety, of steadiness of character, and diligence ; who has had some 
little experience in teaching, and is acquainted with the rudiments 
of Latin and Greek, and the elements of Algebra and Mathematics. 

** Religious education has made a considerable advance during the 
last two years ; and we have much to cheer us, and to be thankful 
for in this respect. The ^' St. George's District Day and Infant** 
and " Vepery Infant Schools " — The Native Education Society School 
— and the St. Andrew's School — ^have all been instituted, and are all 
prospering to the full extent of the expectations of the projectors qf 
them. The *^ Native Education Society " has, moreover, been made 
the instrument of great good, in establishing the fact, that the Na- 
tives have no real objection to the introduction of the Scriptures. I 
only wish you could send out a Master for it. The Government are 
preparing to set up Schools ; and, it is expected, will permit the Scrip- 
tures to be taught in them. A Collector in the Northern Provinces 
of this Presidency has been some time inquiring for a suitable person 
to educate the son of a Zemindar, and would engage him for two or 
three years. In the kingdom of Travancore, the Rajah is promoting 
Education widely. 

<< There is not only a good English School for respectable Natives at 
Trevanderam, but others are establishing in other places also : in the 
School of Trevanderam they are taught the Scriptures, and probably 
will be in the other Schools. Thus, my dear friend, God is opening 
ways on all sides for us to make known salvation in his dear Son 
Jesus Christ, to these our fellow-subjects ; but none take pitg / The 
Americans have resolved to make Madras their head-quarters ; and 
are about to establish a large printing-press, and commence an active 
Mission here at 1 they are flourishing, and expecting re- 
inforcements. A party of Germans are expected for Mysore. The 
Wesleyans are increasing their numbers; and extending their borders, 
coming towards Mayaveram from Negapatam. We cannot but 
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rejoice at the extension of the Truth, and do heartily rejoice ; but 
the joy is, I confess, attended with painful feelings, in reference to our 
own Society, and our own Church. 

*^ Sept, 13.- — The subject of Steamers is one of great importance, in 
its bearings upon Missionary matters. To-day arrived Letters of the 
2d of July. Letters of the 1st of June arrived here on the evening 
of the 24th of July. Pray make these things known, as it will help 
to remove the feeling of distance. 

<< P,S. — SeptAb, — The detention of the ship allows me to add a ievr 
words more. — Pray let this fact, as I believe It to be, occupy your 
mind — that if Christian friends in England were true to their Master, 
the great bulk of the population would be in their hands — of the 
population of South India* If six or eight Young Men were to come 
out now, really competent to teach, well educated, and of good cha- 
racter, they would immediately be engaged, and placed over Schools. 
The Scriptures would be read ; and who can estimate the influence of 
each School ? These Schools would raise up Schoolmasters for all the 
principal places ; and thus would tell on the whole population, and 
that in a way entirely distinct from Missionary work. Surely we are 
bound to strain every nerve, and run every risk. Cannot you do 
something more for India ? " 



The following Letter describes the immediate effects pro- 
duced by the system of Instruction introduced in the Madras 
Grammar School, and the encouraging prospects of the Insdtu- 

tion, if duly supported : — 

" Madras, Jan, 7, 1837. 

** You will, I hope, have received my Letter, dated some time back, 
on the subject of a Second Master for the Madras Grammar School. 
The importance and urgency of the case determine me to trouble you 
further with a Letter by Steam, overland ; and I shall confine myself 
to this one subject. 

'' The Madras Grammar School has passed through its first six 
months ; and we may well lift up our hearts in thankfulness to God, 
acknowledging, that from Him alone cometh every good and perfect 
gift ; that He has so far blessed our efforts, and honoured and answered 
the simple faith and prayers of our beloved Bishop. The number of 
Boys at the end of the half year was 78. About 20 more are expected 
at the beginning of the half year, i,e, next week. Of these, there 
will be about 16 Boarders. Of six of these 16, 1 can speak with satis, 
faction : it is my persuasion that they are all Youths of piety, correct 
and gentlemanly in their habits, of fair abilities, and, though bound 
by no engagement, looking forward to be hereafter employed in the 
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service of our blessed Master, in connexion with the Church Missio- 
nary Society. We are also expecting a young Deacon, of the name of 
Martin, from Cottayam ; and the eldest son of the Head Catechist in 
Tinnevelly, and another. There are three other sons of Catechists in 
the School. Except the Syrian, all these are or will be Day Boys. 

'^ The Half-yearly Examination took place a week before Christ- 
mas. — ^For four days the boys were occupied with sets of Printed 
Questions, furnished them by the Archdeacon, the Rev. Mr. Cotterell, 
and a few others. On the Friday evening was the Public Examina- 
tion. To our surprise and joy, the room was crowded. The Bishop 
took the chair, and took the lead in the Examinations. The Com- 
mander-in-chief was present, with a part of his family ; the Arch- 
deacon ; the Rev. Mr. Bowie, Chaplain of the Scotch Church ; Dr. 
Scudder (an American Missionary), and others; — and I believe every 
one acknowledged that the scene was new in Madras. I do not speak 
so much of the actual answers given by the boys, as the activity of 
mind and interest felt by the whole school, so widely different from 
the listlessness which you must know prevails (from want of advan- 
tages) amongst almost all bom and brought up here. It was quite an 
English sight ; and afforded us good reason to hope, that if it should 
please Ood to continue to prosper this work, the Institution will be 
equal to many similar ones in England. A Sub-Committee are 
engaged in selecting or preparing a set of books for the use of the 
School, especially of sound Theology, in accordance with the Church 
of England ; and having especial reference to Popery also, which is 
lifting up its head here. The Bishop takes the warmest interest in 
it ; and it was only this morning, speaking of a Nqw Church for which 
land had been purchased, close to Gordon's Shop and the Market 
(which I suppose you will remember), that he mentioned that a highly, 
respectable partner in Gordon's shop told him that the population in 
this neighbourhood is increasing, in consequence of parents migrating 
to this quarter for the sake of placing their sons at the Madras 
Grammar School. There is one point of view in which it deserves 
particularly to be noticed ; — every boy in the School is required to 
learn Tamul thoroughly, and purely : by this means a communication 
will be opened between Natives and Europeans, and East Indians 
(more particularly the latter) ; and the Madras Grammar School will 
be the foundry of a rail-road to carry the sound materials imported 
from Europe into the heart of the more respectable population ; 
whereas, hitherto, scarcely an East Indian knows more of the language 
than the low mixture which is understood by Native Servants. 
Surely, my dear friend, I need say no more to justify the earnest and 
importunate entreaties of our Committee, that you will use every 
effort to secure the services of a suitable Second Master. 
" Great changes are going on here : the three last years have seen 
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vast steps, considering that this is the '^benighted*' Presidency; 
and, what I am very anxious to impress on the minds of friends in 
England isj the inedloulable importance of acting vigorously now. 
You will hear from others, that a Master is wanted for the Native 
Education Society School, a most interesting body of Native Youths. 
Others will soon be wanted for the Government Schools ; and I am 
waiting for instructions to write home for another suitable person, to 
occupy a useful situation. It pleases God to disappoint us from time 
to time, and keep us waiting, that we may be stirred up to greater 
earnestness in prayer, and patient continuance in well-doing, that 
the glory may be given to Him alone." 



The Gentlemen who subscribe this statement have great 
satisfaction in announcing, that they have been enabled to 
engage a very eligible person for the situation of Second Master 
of the Madras Grammar Sdiool. A communication from the 
Head Master of the School, mentioned in the above Letters, to 
his brother, a Clergyman in Scotland, has led to the selection of 
the Gentlemen in question, in pursuance of the urgent applica- 
tion of the Committee of Management. 

From the experience of the Individual as Assistant Teacher 
of a Public School, and the high testimonials which have been 
furnished as to his character and competency, it is expected that 
he will prove a valuable colleague for the Head Master of that 
Institution, and contribute materially to realize the important 
benefits to the Native Population which the Managers, in de- 
pendence on the Divine Blessing, confidently calculate upon, 
from the progressive working of the Grammar School, and of 
the kindred Institutions now in operation at that Presidency. 

The great cost of undertakings of this nature in India 
renders it most desirable to raise in this country a fund to de- 
fray the immediate expense of the passage and outfit of the 
Second Master, who will proceed to his destination in the 
ensuing month of May ; and, if possible, to contribute to the 
general objects of the Institution, and thereby to ensure its 
enlargement and permanency. 

It is with this view, as well as to present to the Christian 
Public the interesting facts contained in the above Letters, Ulus- 

L 
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trative of the state of things referred to at the head of this paper, 
that the present Address is printed. 

Hie subject is commended to the prayers and liberality of 
those who desaxe on the one hand to promote the extension of 
the knowledge '* which maketh wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus ;" and who contemplate, on the 
other hand, with alarm, the progress of that " knowledge which 
puffeth up." It is apparent that there is no alternative ; for, as 
the writer of the above Letters, witnessing the affecting moral 
scene presented from the seat of his arduous labours, stated the 
case three years ago ; and as the subsequent events detailed in 
his recent Letters prove, beyond contradiction, " £]ducation the 
Native Youth wiU have ;'' — and if Christian Instruction is not 
supplied, " they will. have a radical infidel education*" 

Contributions to promote EducaMon on Christian Principles 
at Madras will be received at Messrs. Hatchard's, Seeley's, 
and Nisbet's, London ; at the Office of the Record Newspaper ; 
or by the undermentioned Gentlemen. 

J. M. STRACHAN, Teddington Grove, MiddJesex, 
JAMES HOUGH, A.M., Ham Lodge, Ham, Surrey, 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR: 



U- A REPLY TO THE ABBE DUBOIS on the State of Chris- 
tianity in India. 8vo. bs. boards. 

THE MISSIONARY'S VADE-MECUM. 12mo. cloth, 2*. 

THE CHRISTIAN LEGACY-Peace, in Life, Death, and 
Eternity. Fifteen Discoarses. 12oio. cloth, 5«. 

LETTERS ON THE CLIMATE, INHABITANTS, PRO- 
DUCTIONS, &c. of the NEILGHERRIES, or Blue Mountains of Coimbatoor. 
8vo. boards, 69. 

DUTIES OF THE SUBJECT TO THE SOVEREIGN. 

A Sermon preached June 26, 1836, at the Anniversary of His late Miyesty's 
Accession. 1«. 

HOPE IN DEATH. A Sermon preached on occasion of the 
Funeral of His late Msgesty, William the Fourth. U. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE 
TO THE SOUL. A Sermon preached at Sydenham, Kent, for the Benefit of 
the National Schools. 1«. 

AN EXPLANATION OF THE RITE OF CONFIRMA- 
TION, as administered by the Church of England. 8c/. 



LONDON : 

PRINTED BY RICHARD WATTS, 

Crown Court* Temple Bar. 



*» 



